
Public Services Level 3 – Ministry of Justice
1 of 15 – Introduction
Welcome to this session on the Ministry of Justice.

By the end of the session you will:
· Understand the role and responsibilities of the Ministry of Justice
· Have considered the impact of the Ministry of Justice on public services
2 of 15 – Ministry of Justice
The Ministry of Justice is one of 24 Ministerial departments that the Government has. It is responsible for the following parts of the justice system:
· Courts
· Prisons
· Probation Services
· Attendance centres

The Ministry of Justice works together with other government departments with responsibilities relevant to the justice system. For example, the Ministry of Justice works alongside the Home Office, the lead government department responsible for the police.

Which public service roles can you identify that might be directly influenced by the Ministry of Justice? 
Download the accompanying ministry of justice task PDF and complete Task 1. Remember to save your work.
3 of 15 – Courts
The courts system in the UK is complicated and can be confusing. This is because our courts system has evolved over 1,000 years. Different types of cases are dealt with in specific courts.

Civil Court
Civil justice in England and Wales is mainly dealt with in the county courts. Most cases do not have a jury; instead, the judge hears the case and gives a judgement. Civil justice is a way for people to achieve a fair solution when they have been injured or harmed due to another person's negligence, recklessness, or malpractice. 

Civil claims can range from small claims between individuals to large claims between multi-national companies.

Visit the website below to learn more about civil justice in England and Wales:
Civil Justice in England and Wales

Criminal Court
Criminal justice courts hear cases where someone is accused of a crime. The severity of the crime will determine whether a magistrate or judge hears the case. 

Most criminal cases are heard by a magistrate, with only very serious criminal cases, such as murder and rape, being heard by a High Court judge. If a defendant is found guilty, the magistrate or judge will decide on an appropriate sentence. Sentences may include a control order (where the defendant’s movements or activities are restricted), community punishment or imprisonment.

Visit the website below to learn more about the criminal justice system:
Criminal Justice

Family Court
Family law mainly involves two sorts of work: private and public. Hearings in the family courts are in private and only those who are involved can attend. The judge does not wear robes and the proceedings are much more informal than those in a criminal court.

Private cases are disputes that involve parents and concern their children, for example, in divorces or separations, who the children should live with, who they should see, where they should go to school or if they can move to live abroad with a parent. These cases can also involve grandparents and other relatives. 

Public work is the term used for cases when local authorities take action to remove children from their parents’ care because they are being hurt in some way. Such cases can lead to children being adopted and this is also dealt with by a family judge.

Visit the website below to learn more about family justice:
Family Justice System

Military Court
The service justice system deals with the discipline of the British Armed Forces. The main elements of the military justice system are:
· Summary Hearings by a Commanding Officer – used to deal with minor disciplinary and criminal matters
· Summary Appeal Court – can be used by the accused to appeal the outcome of a Summary Hearing
· Court Martial – has the same sentencing powers in relation to imprisonment as a Crown Court, includes life sentence
· Service Civilian Court – used for civilians attached to the Services overseas, or dependants of Services personnel
· Court Martial Appeal Court – can be used by a convicted defendant (subject to obtaining permission to appeal)

Visit the website below to learn more about the military justice system:
Military Criminal Justice System

Tribunal Court
Tribunals deal with specific aspects of administrative justice, such as employment, immigration and asylum, tax and property. 

Tribunals usually sit as a panel, incorporating a legally qualified tribunal chairman, as well as panel members with specific areas of expertise. The panel are guided and constrained by the statutory powers of their Tribunal. In cases of difficulty, the ordinary courts can enforce tribunal decisions. 

Tribunals are usually held in public and are relatively informal. 

Visit the website below to learn more about the tribunal system:
Tribunal Justice
4 of 15 – Prisons
HM Prison Service is responsible for managing prison and probation services and supporting effective offender management in England and Wales. They are an executive agency, sponsored by the Ministry of Justice. They work with courts, police and local councils, and voluntary organisations. HM Prison Service runs 104 of the 117 prisons in England and Wales.
5 of 15 – Prison categories
There are four categories of prison and prisoner with different security levels. Which type of prison a prisoner is in will depend on how serious their offence was and the level of risk they may pose to the public:

· Category A: High Security prisoners whose escape would be highly dangerous to the public or the police or the security of the state, no matter how unlikely that escape might be, and for whom the aim must be to make escape impossible
· Category B: Prisoners for whom the very highest conditions of security are not necessary, but for whom escape must be made very difficult
· Category C: Prisoners who cannot be trusted in open conditions, but who do not have the resources or will to make a determined escape attempt
· Category D: Prisoners who can be reasonably trusted in open conditions

Prisons review prisoners’ categories to see if they should change. If a prisoner is well behaved, the prison may reduce their category. It could also increase a prisoner’s category if their level of risk increases or they try to escape. This could mean a transfer to a higher category prison.
6 of 15 – Probation services
The National Probation Service is a statutory criminal justice service that supervises high-risk offenders released into the community. They are responsible for:
· Preparing pre-sentence reports for courts
· Managing approved premises for offenders with a residence requirement on their sentence
· Assessing offenders in prison to prepare them for release on licence to the community
· Helping all offenders serving sentences in the community to meet the requirements ordered by the courts
· Communicating with and prioritising the wellbeing of victims of serious sexual and violent offences, when the offender has received a prison sentence of 12 months or more, or is detained as a mental health patient
7 of 15 – Attendance Centres
Senior Attendance Centres (SACs) are available to the courts when sentencing individuals aged 18-24 years. They are a stand-alone punishment intervention for young adults who have committed a low seriousness offence, such as non-payment of Court fines.

Attendance Centres are primarily a punishment through the restriction of liberty in a controlled environment. SAC is a requirement that can be added by the Courts to a Community Order or Suspended Sentence Order. An Attendance Centre Order or Requirement can be for a minimum of 12 hours up to a maximum of 36 to be completed in sessions of up to a maximum of 3 hours.

All Attendance Centres offer a curriculum of learning. There are variations at each centre, but the main elements include physical activities such as team building exercises, life skills such as basic cooking methods and reparation work in the community, and structured discussions concerning relationships, domestic violence in families, victim awareness, gang culture, drugs and alcohol abuse.
8 of 15 – Single Departmental Plan: 2015 to 2020
The Ministry of Justice identified 4 priorities as part of its Single Departmental Plan for 2015 to 2020.

1. Improve public safety and reduce reoffending by reforming prisons, probation and youth justice
2. Build a One Nation justice system by making access to justice swifter and more certain for all citizens whatever their background
3. Uphold the rule of law, defend the independence of the judiciary, safeguard essential liberties and restore historic freedoms
4. Delivering efficiently in the Ministry of Justice: ensure the best possible service for citizens by making our department more efficient and more open, with policy driven by evidence

Visit the website below to learn more about the Ministry of Justice:
The Ministry of Justice – About us 
9 of 15 – Task
Now complete Task 2 on your interactive ministry of justice task PDF. Remember to save your work when you have finished.
10 of 15 – Question 1
Match the following types of justice systems, Civil, Criminal, Family, Military and Tribunal, with the types of cases that would be held there, shown below:
1. Cases that involve parents and concern their children
2. Cases where someone is accused of a crime 
3. Cases involving the discipline of the British Armed Forces
4. Cases where people have been injured or harmed due to another person's negligence, recklessness, or malpractice
5. Cases involving aspects of administrative justice

The correct answers are:
The Civil justice system involves cases where people have been injured or harmed due to another person's negligence, recklessness, or malpractice.
The Criminal justice system involves cases where someone is accused of a crime.
The Family justice system involves cases that involve parents and concern their children.
The Military justice system involves cases involving the discipline of the British Armed Forces.
The Tribunal justice system involves cases involving aspects of administrative justice.
11 of 15 – Question 2
Which category of prisons is used for prisoners for whom the very highest conditions of security are not necessary, but for whom escape must be made very difficult?
A. Category A
B. Category B
C. Category C
D. Category D

The correct answer is B, Category B.
12 of 15 – Question 3
What is the maximum number of hours that an Attendance Centre Order or Requirement can be for?
A. 3
B. 12
C. 20
D. 36

The correct answer is D, 36.
13 of 15 – Question 4
How many prisons are there in England and Wales?
A. 85
B. 100
C. 117

The correct answer is C, 117.
14 of 15 – End
[bookmark: _GoBack]Well done. You have completed this session on the Ministry of Justice.

You should now:
· Understand the role and responsibilities of the Ministry of Justice
· Have considered the impact of the Ministry of Justice on public services

If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, speak to your tutor for more help.



 
