Level 2 Public Services – Public Services Affected by Finances and Social Inequality
1 of 14 - Welcome
Welcome to this session on how financial constraints and social inequality affect the Public Services.

In this session we will be covering:

· [bookmark: _Hlk52880023]Government Finance
· Fire Service
· Police
· Social inequality 
2 of 14 – Finances
The Public Services rely on funding from the Government to survive. The Government has to choose how much money it allocates to each service, based on the money they have. When the Government needs to save money, they can often make cuts to different Public Services.
3 of 14 – What affects can this have when funding is reduced?
What effect can it have? 
· Slower response times
· They may cut jobs
· Reduced hours
· Station closures
· Reduced training
· Removal of specialist equipment that is expensive to run
4 of 14 – How funding cuts affect Public Services
Download the interactive PDF and complete Task 1:
Task 1 – Describe how funding cuts affect the following Public Services.
Remember to save your work. 
5 of 14 – Fire Service
Due to budget cuts, by the Government, the Fire Service is really feeling the effects. There are currently petitions and protests to stop further cuts. Please watch the following video, pay attention there is a quiz after so you will need to take some notes:
Click on the link below to watch the video.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=67HJZj93o3E 
6 of 14 – Question 1
Please answering the following question:
Due to the cuts, how long did it take for the fire engine to get to the house in Camden?
A. 12 minutes
B. 13 minutes
C. 15 minutes
The correct answer is: B, 13 minutes
[bookmark: _Hlk52799297]7 of 14 – Question 2
Please answering the following question:
In this Parliament what percentage of cuts do they want to make?
A. 20%
B. 30%
C. 40%
The correct answer is: A, 20%
[bookmark: _Hlk52799662]8 of 14 – Question 3
Please answering the following question:
Since 2010, how many fire stations have closed?
A. 30
B. 40
C. 50
The correct answer is: B, 40
9 of 14 – Question 4
Please answering the following question:
How many fire service jobs have been cut since 2010?
A. 5000
B. 6000
C. 7000
The correct answer is: C, 7000
[bookmark: _Hlk52800013]10 of 14 – The Police
How are the cuts affecting the West Midlands Police Force?  
Watch this video to find out more:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ovL4ssAJUr8  
Revisit the interactive PDF and complete Task 2:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Task 2 – How do you think Police Officers feel knowing these cuts are happening?
Remember to save your work. 
[bookmark: _Hlk52800209]11 of 14 – Social inequality 
What is social inequality?
Social inequality is the extent to which there are differences between groups in society. These groups are based on characteristics, such as, age, gender, disability, ethnicity etc. A huge range of reports and statistics, published annually, demonstrate how social inequality leads to higher poverty, unemployment, mortality and morbidity rates, and reduced life expectancy.
12 of 14 – Question 5
Indicate whether the following statements are true or false.
1. Inequality costs the UK more than £39 billion through its impact on health, wellbeing and crime.  True or False
2. The 100 wealthiest people in the UK today have as much money as the poorest 18 million.            True or False
3. In 2013/14, the richest fifth of households had an average income of £80,800, before taxes and benefits. This is 15 times greater than the poorest fifth, which had an average income of £5,500.            True or False
The correct answers are: 1, 2 and 3 are all true.
[bookmark: _Hlk52801828]13 of 14 – The effects of social inequality on the Public Services
Here are 4 examples of Public Services: 
· Police
· NHS
· Local Councils
· Care Services
There are different ways that social inequality can affect these services, for example: 
· Poverty
· Crime
· Homelessness
· Unemployment
· Illness
The police can be affected by social inequality in different ways; for example, if someone becomes poor, they may turn to crime to make money. The NHS can be affected by social inequality because if people are poor, they may not be able to afford to look after themselves properly. They may not be able to feed themselves, resulting in them becoming ill, or afford their prescriptions, causing a greater demand on the NHS services. Local councils may have to find alternative housing for people who can no longer afford to pay their rent, or offer support and advice to those experiencing financial issues.
14 of 14 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on how financial constraints and social inequality affect the Public Services.
In this session we have covered:

•	Government Finance
•	Fire Service
•	Police
•	Social inequality

If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
