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Literacy Entry Level 2 – Verbs and adverbs
1 of 19 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on verbs and adverbs. In this session we are going to think about what verbs and adverbs are, and the different ways that we might use these words in everyday sentences.

By the end of this session, you will:
· Know what a verb is
· Understand how to use a verb in a sentence
· Know what an adverb is, and
· Understand how to use an adverb with a verb
2 of 19 – What are verbs and adverbs?
In English there are different types of words that we use to make up our sentences – verbs and adverbs are two of these word types.

There are another two word types that you will be able to find in most sentences and these are nouns and adjectives (we look at these in more detail in another session).

Each word type performs a specific job or role in any given sentence. For example, we can think of an adjective as a describing word:

“It’s a beautiful day outside today!” 

Verbs and adverbs have specific jobs of their own as well.
3 of 19 – What is a verb?
· Physical verbs
· Mental verbs
· State of being verbs

Verbs are usually described as doing words because they describe some kind of action.

The action they are describing is not always physical though, because even though verbs describe actions like running, jumping, and diving, they also describe mental actions like thinking, believing, and considering. 

Verbs can also be used to describe a state of being, for example, to be or to exist (these verbs take a number of different forms though, so they can sometimes be tricky to understand).
4 of 19 – Why are verbs important?
Every sentence in the English language has to have a verb in it – without a verb, it is not a proper or complete sentence, which just goes to show how important these words really are.

The reason they are so important is because they explain the action of a sentence. From the verb we know exactly what any given person is doing – whether it is a physical action or whether they are simply thinking about something.

Because verbs can tell us so much – and all through using just one word in a sentence – there are different ways that verbs can be presented or written.

These different types of verbs are often used to give a little bit more information about the person or thing that is being discussed in a sentence, so they allow for a more detailed description or explanation overall.
5 of 19 – Infinitive verbs
Sometimes instead of finding verbs as they appear in a sentence, for example:

Alfie likes running to the park, and back, to exercise.

We might find verbs in their infinitive form instead.

The infinitive form of a verb is when no changes have been made to it in order to make it fit into a sentence. So if we were to change the above example into an infinitive verb we would get:

Alfie likes to run to the park, and back, to exercise.

The infinitive form of a verb will always be to + verb, such as: to eat, to think, to be. We can use infinitive verbs in sentences as well, but they are often changed to make sentences flow more easily.
6 of 19 – Modal verbs
A modal verb is the phrase that is used to describe a word explaining the probability, possibility, and ability (among one or two other things as well) of something or someone.

To explain the possibility of something, the modal verb becomes tied up with the verb itself, for example:

It might rain today.

In this sentence ‘might’ is the modal verb because it is explaining the probability, or possibility, of it raining at some point today.

Other modal verbs that we use in day-to-day sentences are things like: can, should, will, may, must.

Can you think of any other examples of modal verbs?
7 of 19 – Phrasal verbs
There is another family of verbs that are used in a lot of day-to-day writing and conversations too, and these are known as phrasal verbs.

This is when a verb is paired together with another word to make a new phrase, for example:

There was a break in down the road last night.

The verb break (or to break, in its infinitive form) has been coupled with in to make a completely new phrase.

When phrasal verbs are put together they are always made up of at least one verb with one or sometimes two words alongside it. This final phrase usually changes or gives new meaning to the verb (for example, to break something has a very different meaning than to break in somewhere).
8 of 19 – Question 1
What are the three types of action that are described with verbs? 

Choose all that apply:
A. Physical action
B. Non-physical action
C. Mental action
D. State of being
E. State of mental
F. Psychic action

The correct answers are A, C and D, physical action, mental action and state of being are the three types of action which are described with verbs.
9 of 19 – Question 2
Decide which type of verb, physical, mental or state of being, the following words belong to:
1. Run
2. Believe
3. To be
4. Hop
5. Consider
6. To like
7. Jump
8. Skip
9. Think 
10. To exist

The correct answers are as follows:
Run, jump, skip and hop are Physical verbs.
Consider, think and believe are Mental verbs.
To be, to like and to exist are State of being verbs.
10 of 19 – Question 3
Think back to phrasal verbs and see if you can decide which of the following statements are true and which are false.

A phrasal verb is when letters are taken out of a verb and combined with another word.
True
False

The correct answer is: False.

A phrasal verb is when a verb is paired with another word.
True
False

The correct answer is: True.

When a verb is paired with another word it usually takes on a new meaning.
True
False

The correct answer is: True.

Phrasal verbs will only ever be one verb plus one other word.
True
False

The correct answer is: False.
11 of 19 – Question 4
Which of the sentences below contain a modal verb? 

Choose all that apply:
A. It might not sound as bad as you expect it to.
B. They have predicted snowstorms for the weekend.
C. You should stay inside today, the weather is terrible.
D. The waiter recommended the chicken salad.

The correct answers are A and C, the statements it might not sound as bad as you expect it to and you should stay inside today, the weather is terrible, contain modal verbs.
12 of 19 – What is an adverb?
While phrasal verbs and modal verbs are important, and are found a lot in everyday language, they are not a word type on their own (like nouns, adjectives, and verbs).

The fourth word type that is a category on its own does work alongside verbs, and these words are called adverbs.

An easy way to remember what an adverb’s job is, is to think of them as words that add something to a verb. This means that they are words that describe how a verb is being acted out, for example:

He ate his lunch slowly.

In this sentence the verb is ate – because it is the action being completed – but the adverb is slowly, as this word is there to describe how the man is eating his food.
13 of 19 – Adverb examples
Let’s look at a few more adverbs in practice. One way of scanning for an adverb might be to focus on words that end in -ly as this is often the sign of an adverb, for example:

· He whispered quietly.
· He shouted loudly.

Adverbs that end in L Y will explain how something was done but adverbs can also explain when something was done, too. Adverbs that are explaining when something happened, or when something is going to happen, are a little harder to spot sometimes, for example:

She buys a newspaper daily.

Daily is the adverb here because it is being used to explain how often the verb (to buy) is happening.
14 of 19 – Adverb examples - continued
There are one or two other adverbs that do not end in -ly either, but they will still give you more information about how a verb is being completed, for example:

Kabir drives a bit too fast.

In this sentence, fast is the adverb because it is giving us more information about the verb (to drive).

This is another good tip for spotting adverbs in everyday sentences. If you can choose the verb – remember this is an action word or a doing word – then your next step is to decide how much you know about how the verb is being done.

If there is something giving you more information about the verb, then you have found your adverb! But if you do not know anything more than what the verb tells you then it might mean an adverb has not been used.
15 of 19 – Why do we use adverbs?
People use adverbs for lots of different reasons but the most common reason for doing so is that they make our writing and our speech a little bit more detailed – which usually makes it a little bit more interesting, too.

By using an adverb, you can build a clearer picture of whatever it is that you are describing, and being able to give your reader a clear image is a very important part of clear written communication (this is a handy skill to start working on as it is something that employers really value).

Whether you are writing a letter or a story, adverbs will help to keep your reader interested in what you are telling them. But it is important you do not go overboard with your adverbs:

He ran quickly, bolted fast, at lightning speed.

Try and just choose one adverb if you can!
16 of 19 – One last reminder!
Remember that when you are on the lookout for a verb you need to look for the action being performed:

· Physical – singing, shouting, whispering
· Mental – understanding, imagining, guessing
· State of being – even though these are sometimes tricky to spot, remember that instead of explaining an action (to run) they will explain a more general state (to be) instead

Once you have found your action, or your state, you can start looking for how that action is being completed – and that is where adverbs come in!

Remember that an adverb is anything that adds something to the verb (if it explains how something is being done, then you have found your adverb).
17 of 19 – Question 5
Which of the following words are examples of adverbs? 

Choose all that apply:
A. Fast
B. Quickly
C. Eat
D. Weekly
E. Run
F. Chew
G. Loudly
H. Scream

The correct answers are A, B, D and G, fast, quickly, loudly and weekly are all adverbs.
18 of 19 – Question 6
Match the following, verb, adverb, modal verb and phrasal verb to the descriptions below:
1. Something that adds description to an action
2. One or two words are added to a verb to give it new meaning in a new phrase
3. A word that is paired with a verb to explain the possibility or probability of something
4. A word that is a doing word, an action word, or a state of being

The correct answers are as follows:

1. Verb – A word that is a doing word, an action word, or a state of being
2. Adverb – Something that adds description to an action
3. Modal verb – A word that is paired with a verb to explain the possibility or probability of something
4. Phrasal verb – One or two words are added to a verb to give it new meaning in a new phrase
19 of 19 – End
Well done! You have completed this session on verbs and adverbs.

In this session you have looked at:
· What a verb is
· How to use a verb in a sentence
· What an adverb is, and
· How to use an adverb with a verb

If you have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
