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1 of 20 – Welcome
Debating government policies is an important part of the process. Over two separate sessions we will be looking at the skills and knowledge that you will need to be able to complete a debate in the House of Commons.

By the end of this session you will be able to:
· Identify key definitions related to debating
· Complete a checklist in preparation for a debate
· Outline the process of a debate in the House of Commons
· Formulate arguments and key points in preparation for a debate
2 of 20 – What is a debate?
A debate is a structured argument. Two sides speak alternately, for and against, on a particular contention usually based on a topical issue. Unlike the arguments you might have with your family or friends, each person is allocated a time they are allowed to speak for, and any interjections are carefully controlled.

A debate in the House of Commons or House of Lords is a formal discussion on a particular proposal. Members of Parliament (MPs) or Members of the House of Lords take it in turns to speak. The way in which debates are conducted follows a number of rules and conventions.
3 of 20 – Key terms
Here are some of the different terms you may come across in different styles of debates.

Abstain – to choose not to vote for one side or the other
Argument – a statement or reason for or against a point
Debate – a formal argument with agreed rules about a particular subject, usually with a method for deciding which ‘side’ has won
Loaded question – a question designed to trip up an opponent by giving a limited range of possible responses
Moderator – the person who runs the debate, ensuring fair play and that rules are adhered to
Motion – the question that the debate is addressing
Opposer – someone who speaks against the proposal
Proposer – the person putting forward the subject of the debate
Rebuttal – answering an opponent’s arguments, demonstrating why you think they are incorrect
Seconder – somebody who backs up the proposer or the opposer
Strategy – planning to give yourself the best chance of winning the debate
Summary – giving the main points of your argument at the end of the debate in a concise and clear fashion
Vote – the system by which those involved in the debate choose which side they support
4 of 20 – Question 1
Now let’s see how many of the terms you remember. Read the definition below and choose the correct term or phrase that it matches.

“A statement or reason for or against a point.”
A. Abstain
B. Argument
C. Debate
D. Loaded question

The correct answer is B, argument.
5 of 20 – Question 2
Choose the correct term for the definition below.

“The question that the debate is addressing.”
A. Moderator
B. Motion
C. Opposer
D. Proposer

The correct answer is B, motion.
6 of 20 – Question 3
Choose the correct term for the definition below.

“Planning to give yourself the best chance of winning the debate.”
A. Rebuttal
B. Seconder
C. Strategy
D. Summary

The correct answer is C, strategy.
7 of 20 – Question 4
Choose the correct term for the definition below.

“Someone who speaks against the proposal.”
A. Moderator
B. Proposer
C. Seconder
D. Opposer

The correct answer is D, opposer.
8 of 20 – Question 5
Choose the correct term for the definition below.

“Answering an opponent’s arguments, demonstrating why you think they are incorrect.”
A. Rebuttal
B. Vote
C. Motion
D. Argument

The correct answer is A, rebuttal.
9 of 20 – Question 6
Take a look at the key terms and respective definitions. One of them is not correct.

Choose the one you think is incorrect:
A. Loaded question: A question designed to trip up an opponent by giving a limited range of possible responses.
B. Summary: The question that the debate is addressing.
C. Rebuttal: Answering an opponent’s arguments, demonstrating why you think they are incorrect.

The correct answer is B, summary. The correct definition for summary is: Giving the main points of your argument at the end of the debate in a concise and clear fashion.
10 of 20 – Preparing for a debate
Now let us have a look at what we need to do to prepare for a debate.

Before the debate you will need to think about the following:
1. Researching and making notes covering the facts and figures, and your main arguments
2. Thinking of some memorable phrases or slogans to reinforce your arguments
3. Organising your notes and any documents you will refer to. You could use post-it notes to mark pages and highlighter pens to mark key passages
4. Rehearsing so that you feel confident in what you are doing
11 of 20 – During the debate
During the debate you should think about the following:
· Making your points concise and easy to understand
· Varying your style to keep your opponent on their toes
· Letting your passion show when it is most effective, this is particularly important when you are nearing the end of the debate as this is what people will remember
· Showing respect for your opponents, you should remain focused on your argument and be polite and considerate
12 of 20 – As the debate progresses
As the debate progresses:
· Look out for trick or loaded questions that could trip you up
· Listen carefully to what is said in the debate, make some notes that you can use during your rebuttal
· Be prepared to change your mind on some points
· Keep your main arguments in mind even if you agree with some opposing points
13 of 20 – In the House of Commons
In the House of Commons the speaker will moderate the debate. It is their job to run the debate in a fair and efficient way.

The speaker needs to be very clear about the debate.

The speaker should set out some rules for the debate. These rules may include: setting a time limit; identifying how those participating in the debate can demonstrate that they want to speak; the use of appropriate language.

The speaker needs to follow a set order. The speaker manages the debate and their decision is final.
14 of 20 – Debate procedure
The procedure for a debate in the House of Commons is as follows:
1. The speaker brings the House to order
2. The member proposing the motion speaks
3. The Speaker ‘proposes the question’
4. Closing opposing member speaks
5. Other speakers give speeches
6. The main spokesperson for the third party speaks
7. The member opposing the motion speaks
8. Closing proposing member speaks
9. Speaker reads out the motion and ‘puts the question’ to the House
10. House divides, tellers collate results and report to the speaker, who declares the result
15 of 20 – Question 7
Can you remember the order a debate should follow?

The list below shows the order of a debate in the House of Commons, but in the wrong order. What should the correct order be?
1. The main spokesperson for the third party speaks
2. The member proposing the motion speaks
3. The Speaker ‘proposes the question’
4. The speaker brings the House to order
5. The member opposing the motion speaks
6. Other speakers give speeches
7. Speaker reads out the motion and ‘puts the question’ to the House
8. House divides, tellers collate results and report to the speaker, who declares the result
9. Closing proposing member speaks
10. Closing opposing member speaks

The correct order was 4, 2, 3, 10, 6, 1, 5, 9, 7 and 8, as shown below:
1. The speaker brings the House to order
2. The member proposing the motion speaks
3. The Speaker ‘proposes the question’
4. Closing opposing member speaks
5. Other speakers give speeches
6. The main spokesperson for the third party speaks
7. The member opposing the motion speaks
8. Closing proposing member speaks
9. Speaker reads out the motion and ‘puts the question’ to the House
10. House divides, tellers collate results and report to the speaker, who declares the result
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]16 of 20 – Debates in the House of Commons
All debates are recorded in a publication called 'Hansard' which is available online or in print.

Visit the website below to have a look at some of the debates that have taken place. The debates can be quite long so you do not need to sit through a whole debate, but have a look at a few different ones so that you can get an understanding of how they work:
Parliament Live TV
17 of 20 – Subject for debate
Now let’s look at a subject for our own debate.

The subject we are going to research and prepare is whether the age of criminal responsibility should be raised from 10 to 12. It is a subject on which there has been much discussion.

It has recently been discussed in both the devolved parliaments of Scotland and Wales, and on 26 June 2017, The Age of Criminal Responsibility Bill was introduced into the House of Commons for its first reading.

The age of criminal responsibility in England and Wales is presently 10 years old. This means that children under 10 can’t be arrested or charged with a crime.

Children between 10 and 17 can be arrested and taken to court if they commit a crime. However, they are treated differently from adults and are:
· Dealt with by youth courts
· Given different sentences
· Sent to special secure centres for young people, not adult prisons
18 of 20 – Task
Do some additional reading into the subject using the links provided in this section. Then using the interactive L3 Public Services – Preparing for a debate – task PDF provided, record a number of points in preparation for a debate. 

Make notes as you read as you will need to outline 5 points for the argument, and 5 points against the argument, for raising the age of responsibility from 10 to 12. You will also need to note down some key phrases or slogans to reinforce your arguments.

Use the following links to articles about the minimum age of criminal responsibility for your research:
Is it time to raise the age for criminal responsibility?
Keeping up (tough) appearances: the age of criminal responsibility
Raise age of criminal responsibility if powers are devolved

You can also read The age of Criminal Responsibility PDF for more information.

Once you have made some notes, use the L3 Public Services – Preparing for a debate – task PDF to record your ideas. Complete Task 1 and 2.

Make sure you save your work.
19 of 20 – End
You have completed this session on the role of government committees in creating policy.

You should now be able to:
· Identify key definitions related to debating
· Complete a checklist in preparation for a debate
· Outline the process of a debate in the House of Commons
· Formulate arguments and key points in preparation for a debate

If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, speak to your tutor for more help.
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