
Public Services Level 3 – European Parliament
1 of 15 – Introduction
Welcome to this session on the European Parliament.

By the end of this session you will:
· Understand how the European Parliament works
· Know the election process to the European Parliament
2 of 15 – European Parliament
The European Union is a unique economic and political union between 27 European countries that together cover much of the continent of Europe. The European Parliament is the European Union's law-making body. It is directly elected by EU voters every 5 years.

The European Parliament is made up of 705 Members (MEPs) elected in the 27 Member States of the European Union. Seats are allocated on the basis of population of each Member State. Each country decides on the form its election will take but must guarantee equality of the sexes and a secret ballot. 

The European Parliament is one of the four moving parts of the European Union, alongside: the European Council; the European Commission; and the Council of the EU. 
3 of 15 – Members of the European Parliament (MEPs)
Most of the 705 MEPs belong to a political group representing all ideological tendencies in the European Parliament. Some MEPs are not affiliated to any political group and are thus known as "non-attached" Members. 

In the European Parliament, MEPs are not organised by nationality, but by political affiliation. They sit in political groups. Each group must have a minimum of 25 MEPs and must have representatives from at least one-quarter of the member states. MEPs are not allowed to belong to more than one group.

MEPs typically divide their time between meetings in Strasbourg, using their expertise for EU work in Brussels, and working in their home constituency. 
4 of 15 – UK representation
The UK was one of the member states of the European Union and was subject to European Union (EU) legislation. The UK had 73 MEPs, elected from UK regions. The UK was divided into 12 electoral regions made up of the nations and regions of the UK. 

However, following a nationwide referendum in 2016 the UK voted to withdraw from the European Union. Various negotiations took place to allow for this. Following these negotiations, the UK withdrew as a member state of the European Union in 2020. This saw the 751 MEPs in the European Parliament decrease to 705. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]These changes have allowed for possible enlargements of the European Union in the future. 
5 of 15 – European elections
There are elections for the European Parliament every five years. They happen in all EU member states. 

When the UK formed part of the European Union, you had to be over 18 and a British citizen or an EU or Commonwealth citizen resident in the UK to vote in the European parliamentary elections. You also had to be on the electoral roll. If you were an EU citizen, but not a British citizen, then you had to sign a form for the Electoral Commission, stating you would only vote in the UK and not in your country of citizenship.

In 2014, there were 724 candidates from 41 parties who stood in the European elections in the UK.
6 of 15 – European Parliament roles
The European parliament has 3 main roles:

Legislative
The European Parliament passes EU laws, together with the Council of the EU, based on European Commission proposals.

Supervisory
The European Parliament has a range of supervisory and control powers. These allow it to exercise oversight over other institutions, to monitor the proper use of the EU budget and to ensure the correct implementation of EU law.

Budgetary
Together with the Council of the EU, the European Parliament establishes the EU budget.
7 of 15 – How does the European Parliament pass laws?
Parliament’s legislative work has two main stages:

Committees (to prepare legislation)
The European Parliament has 20 committees and two special committees, each handling a particular policy area. The committees examine proposals for legislation, and MEPs and political groups can put forward amendments or propose to reject a bill. These issues are also debated within the political groups.

Here is the full list of European Parliament Committees. 

Committees: 
· Agriculture and Rural Development
· Budgetary Control
· Budgets
· Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
· Constitutional Affairs
· Culture and Education
· Development
· Economic and Monetary Affairs
· Employment and Social Affairs
· Environment, Public Health and Food Security
· Fisheries
· Foreign Affairs (Human Rights, and Security and Defence)
· Industry, Research and Energy
· Internal Markets and Consumer Protection
· International Trade
· Legal Affairs
· Petitions
· Regional Development
· Transport and Tourism
· Women’s Rights and Gender Equality

Special committees: 
· Financial, Economic and Social Crisis
· Policy Challenges

Plenary sessions (to pass legislation)
This is when all the MEPs gather in the chamber to give a final vote on the proposed legislation and the proposed amendments. Plenary sessions are normally held in Strasbourg for four days a month, but sometimes there are additional sessions in Brussels.
8 of 15 – Organisation
The Parliament has four main bodies:

The Presidency
The President manages the overall work of the European Parliament and its bodies, assisted by 14 vice-presidents. Elected for two and a half years with possible renewal, the President manages Parliament activities and chairs the plenary sessions, the Bureau meetings, and the Conference of Presidents. They also represent the Parliament in external relations.

The Conference of Presidents
This is a political body of the European Parliament. It brings together the Presidents of each of the political groups represented in Parliament, in order to plan the work and legislative programme. It also plays an intermediary role in Parliament’s relations with the other community institutions, third countries and extra-Community organisations. 

The Bureau
This is made up of the President of the European Parliament, the 14 vice-presidents and the five quaestors in a monitoring capacity. It resolves administrative, personnel and organisational issues, and establishes the Parliament’s budget estimates. 

The Secretariat Général
Under the authority of the Secretary General, this refers to the 5,000 civil servants recruited in all the countries of the Union, who work for the European Parliament (parliamentary assistants, interpreters, translators etc.).
9 of 15 – Seats
The European Parliament sits in Strasbourg but has several places of work:
· Strasbourg
· Brussels
· Luxembourg

The twelve plenary sessions of the year take place in Strasbourg. The parliamentary committee meetings, to be close to the Council, take place in Brussels, as do the six additional plenary sessions that take place every year. In addition, Luxembourg hosts the Secretariat Général (administration and translation/interpretation services).
10 of 15 – European Parliament and Brexit
On 23 June 2016, citizens of the UK voted to leave the European Union. The vote was divided into 52% of voters on the side of leave, while 42% of voters requested to remain. 

On 29 March 2017, the UK formally notified the European Council of its intention to leave the EU by triggering Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty.

In early 2020, the UK left the European Union and entered a transition period that would dictate new rules and impacts to public services across the UK. 
11 of 15 – Question 1
How many Members of the European Parliament are there?
A. 73
B. 705
C. 28
D. 691
E. 26

The correct answer is B, 705.
12 of 15 – Question 2
What three roles does the European Parliament have?

Choose all that apply:
A. Legislative
B. Judiciary
C. Supervisory
D. Budgetary
E. Executive

The correct answer is A, C and D, Legislative, Supervisory and Budgetary.
13 of 15 – Question 3
Match the following parliamentary bodies: President of the European Parliament, Conference of Presidents, The Bureau and The Secretariat General, to their descriptions below:
1. Civil servants recruited through competitions in all the countries of the Union who work for Parliament.
2. Manages the overall work of the European Parliament and its bodies and chairs the plenary sessions.
3. Made up of the President of the European Parliament, the 14 vice-presidents and the five quaestors.
4. A political body made up of each of the Presidents of the political groups.

The correct answers are shown in the table below:
	Parliamentary Body
	Description

	President of the European Parliament
	Manages the overall work of the European Parliament and its bodies and chairs the plenary sessions.

	Conference of Presidents
	A political body made up of each of the Presidents of the political groups.

	The Bureau
	Made up of the President of the European Parliament, the 14 vice-presidents and the five quaestors.

	The Secretariat General
	Civil servants recruited through competitions in all the countries of the Union who work for Parliament.


14 of 15 – Question 4
Where do the twelve plenary sessions of the year take place?
A. Strasbourg
B. Brussels
C. Luxembourg

The correct answer is A, Strasbourg.
15 of 15 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on the European Parliament.

You should now:
· Understand how the European Parliament works
· Know the election process to the European Parliament

If you are unsure about anything covered in this session, please speak to your tutor for more help.

