
English Level 2 – Word Classes
1 of 18 – Welcome
[bookmark: _GoBack]Welcome to this session on word classes.

In this session we will be covering the following:
· Word classes
· Identifying word classes
· Verbs
· Nouns and pronouns
· Adjectives
· Adverbs
· Prepositions
· Conjunctions
2 of 18 – Word classes
The word classes we will be looking at in this session are:
· Verbs
· Nouns and pronouns
· Adjectives
· Adverbs
· Prepositions
· Conjunctions
3 of 18 – Identifying word classes
When we identify what class a word belongs to, we may think about the following:
· The meaning of the word (for example, is it a ‘thing’ or a ‘doing’ word?)
· The form or ‘shape’ of the word (for example, does it have ‘ed’ or ‘tion’ at the end?)
· The position or ‘environment’ of the word in a sentence (the context).
4 of 18 – Verbs
Verbs are ‘action’ or ‘doing’ words. Verbs can take place in the following tenses, the verb used is the word ‘jump’.
· Past tense, for example “we jumped on the wall.” 
· Present tense for example, “we jump on the wall.”
· Future tense for example, “we will jump on the wall.”
5 of 18 – Nouns
Nouns are naming words for people, places, things and ideas. 

Nouns can be subdivided into different types:
1. Concrete nouns are objects we can smell, taste, touch and see such as chair, table and dog.
2. Abstract nouns are ideas, states and feelings such as, love, honour and hope.
3. Common nouns name types of people, places, things and ideas such as, winter, biscuit and city.
4. Proper nouns name specific people, places, things and ideas such as William Shakespeare, Cardiff and Batman.
6 of 18 – Pronouns
Pronouns are words that replace nouns (the name of a person or an object) when it is already clear whom or what you are talking about.

For example:
Jane has broken her leg. She’ll not be able to play football today.

In the second sentence, she means Jane.
7 of 18 – Adjectives
Adjectives describe, give more information about or limit a noun or pronoun.

Adjectives answer questions such as:
· What kind?
· How much?
· To what extent?

Adjectives can occur before or after a noun or pronoun in a sentence.

Here is an example of the adjective ‘blue’ being used before and after the noun ‘sea’:
The blue sea is sparkling in the sunlight.
The sea is blue and sparkling in the sunlight.
8 of 18 – Adverbs
Adverbs describe, give more information about or limit a verb.

Adverbs answer questions such as:
· How?
· When?
· Where?
· Why?

Adverbs can occur before or after a verb in a sentence.

Here is an example of the adverb ‘silently’ being used before and after the verb ‘crept’:
The thief crept silently across the rooftop.
The thief silently crept across the rooftop.
9 of 18 – Prepositions
Prepositions usually come before a noun and indicate location in time or place.

Prepositions normally come before a noun, for example, “across town…”

The noun does not necessarily come immediately after the preposition, however, since other words such as adjectives can intervene, for example “on white horses….”

Very occasionally a preposition will come after a noun, for example, “this is the film John talked about.”
10 of 18 – Conjunctions
Conjunctions connect and relate ideas in the following:
· Words
· Phrases
· Sentences

They assist in the logical flow of ideas as they signal the relationship between these ideas.

The positions of conjunctions can help you to know what type of conjunction it is.

Coordinating conjunctions must always be positioned between the two ideas they are connecting.

For example: Would you like tea or coffee? (The conjunction is the word ‘or’)

Subordinating conjunctions do not have to occur between the two ideas they are connecting.

For example: Because I had an interview the next day, I left early. (The conjunction is the word ‘because’.)
11 of 18 – Question 1
Match the following word classes, verb, noun, adjective, adverb, preposition and conjunction to the following definitions:
1. A word that connects and relates ideas in a sentence or phrase
2. A word that indicates location in time or place
3. A word that describes, gives more information about or limits a verb
4. A word that describes, gives more information about or limits a noun or pronoun
5. A naming word for people, places, things and ideas
6. An action or doing word

The correct answers are shown in the table below:
	Word class
	Definition

	Verb
	An action or doing word


	Noun
	A naming word for people, places, things and ideas


	Adjective
	A word that describes, gives more information about or limits a noun or pronoun

	Adverb
	A word that describes, gives more information about or limits a verb


	Preposition
	A word that indicates location in time or place

	Conjunction
	A word that connects and relates ideas in a sentence or phrase


12 of 18 – Question 2
Categorise the following list of words into their word classes, either verb, noun, adjective, adverb, preposition or conjunction.

Drive
Computer
Fast
Happily
At
And
Squat
Shark
Quiet
Noisily
Under
But
Polish
Plum
Happy
Stupidly
On
Or
Sing
Robot
Lucky
Quietly
In
If

The correct answers are shown in the table below:
	Word Class
	Words

	Verbs
	Drive, squat, polish, sing

	Nouns
	Computer, shark, plum, robot

	Adjectives
	Fast, quiet, happy, lucky

	Adverbs
	Happily, noisily, stupidly, quietly

	Prepositions
	At, under, on, in

	Conjunctions
	And, but, or, if


13 of 18 – Question 3
Read the following sentence and choose the conjunction:

I like chocolate and pizza.
A. I
B. Like
C. Chocolate
D. And
E. Pizza

The correct answer is D, and. 
14 of 18 – Question 4
What types of nouns are used in the following sentence?

I love London in the rain.

Choose all that apply:
A. Abstract noun
B. Concrete noun
C. Pronoun
D. Proper noun

The correct answers are A, B and D, abstract, concrete and proper nouns. 
15 of 18 – Question 5
Read the following sentence and choose the adverb.

The blue door opened slowly.
A. The
B. Blue
C. Door
D. Opened
E. Slowly

The correct answer is E, slowly.
16 of 18 – Question 6
Read the following sentence and choose the adjective. 

The blue door opened slowly.
A. The 
B. Blue
C. Door
D. Opened
E. Slowly

The correct answer is B, blue.
17 of 18 – Question 7
Which of the following are prepositions of place?

Choose all that apply:
A. Beside
B. Since
C. Above
D. Between

The correct answer is A, C and D, beside, above and between.
18 of 18 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on word classes.

In this session we have covered:	
· Word classes
· Identifying word classes
· Verbs
· Nouns and pronouns
· Adjectives
· Adverbs
· Prepositions
· Conjunctions

If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
