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English Level 2 – Linking Ideas in Essays
1 of 13 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on linking ideas in essays.

In this session we will be covering:
· Linking words and phrases
· The purpose of linking words and phrases
· Examples of linking words and phrases
2 of 13 – Linking words and phrases
Without linking ideas your essay will not flow. By using specific words and phrases to link ideas, your reader will be able to follow your reasoning more easily.

These words and phrases can either:
· Signpost the reader to the direction you are about to take next in your essay, or:
· Show how what you are talking about links back to an earlier idea

Watch the following video to learn more:
6 Minute Vocabulary: How to use linking words
3 of 13 – Example of linking ideas
Here is an example of a linking sentence:
This is often best demonstrated in the system which is usually seen, Democracy. Democracy is based on the idea of citizenship, a government earning authority from the people and the people ultimately having the power to remove that authority.

Radical politics is the opposite to the model I have just described. Followers of the radical model argue that politics is all about power; most importantly who has the power. They argue that this politics of power is everywhere and infiltrates all relationships.

The linking sentence is: Radical politics is the opposite to the model I have just described. 

If the sentence is removed does the essay still flow or make sense? The following is with the sentence removed:

This is often best demonstrated in the system which is usually seen, Democracy. Democracy is based on the idea of citizenship, a government earning authority from the people and the people ultimately having the power to remove that authority.

Followers of the radical model argue that politics is all about power; most importantly who has the power. They argue that this politics of power is everywhere and infiltrates all relationships.
4 of 13 – The purpose of linking words
The type of linking words or phrases used will vary according to what you are trying to show. You can use linking words and phrases to:
· Add more to a point already made
· Write in a list
· Put the same ideas in a different way
· Introduce examples
· Introduce an alternative viewpoint
· Return to emphasise something you said earlier
· Show the results of something
· Sum up your argument
5 of 13 – Question 1
Which of the following linking words and phrases could be used to add more information to a point that you have already made?

Choose all that apply.
A. Also
B. Furthermore
C. Another way of viewing this is
D. By contrast
E. In addition
F. On the contrary
G. To summarise

The correct answers are A, B and E, also, furthermore and in addition. 
6 of 13 – Question 2
Which of the following linking words and phrases could be used to write in lists?

Choose all that apply.
A. Finally
B. In short	
C. Lastly
D. Next
E. On the other hand
F. Similarly
G. Then

The correct answers are A, C, D and G, finally, lastly, next and then. 
7 of 13 – Question 3
Which of the following linking words and phrases could be used to put the same idea in a different way?
Choose all that apply.
A. in comparison	
B. in other words
C. nonetheless
D. therefore
E. thus
F. to look at this another way
G. to put it more simply

The correct answers are B, F and G, in other words, to look at this another way and to put it more simply.
8 of 13 – Question 4
What is the purpose of the linking word used in the following sentence?
The South East of the UK often has the coldest weather in the winter. Conversely, the North West of Scotland frequently has the mildest temperatures.

The linking word is ‘conversely’. The options are:
A. To show similarity
B. To summarise
C. To contrast
D. To introduce an example

The correct answer is C, to contrast.
9 of 13 – Question 5
What is the purpose of the linking phrase used in the following sentence?

Prices fell by more than 20% last year. As a consequence, sales increased by 15%.

The linking phrase is ‘as a consequence’. The options are:
A. To show the result of something
B. To generalise
C. To add more to a point already made
D. To write in a list

The correct answer is A, to show the result of something.
10 of 13 – Question 6
Read the following paragraph. The paragraph has then been broken down into phrases. Choose the correct linking words and phrases.

Despite the difficulty, many theories have been proposed to explain these results, but the evidence has proved to be difficult to find. However, this does not mean that theories can be discounted. The following chapter will explore the evidence in more detail.

Choose from the following:
A. Despite the difficulty,
B. many theories have been proposed to explain these results,
C. but the evidence has proved to be difficult to find.
D. However, this does not mean	
E. that theories can be discounted.
F. The following chapter will
G. explore the evidence in more detail.

The correct answers are A, D and F, despite the difficulty, however, this does not mean and the following chapter will.
11 of 13 – Question 7
Read the following paragraph. The paragraph has then been broken down into phrases. Choose the correct linking words and phrases.

In the last chapter, we examined the link between foreign investment and social development. In this chapter, I would like to explore the differences between this form of investment and local investment. The first section will consider the factors that encourage and discourage local investment.

Choose from the following:
A. In the last chapter,
B. we examined the link between
C. foreign investment and social development.
D. In this chapter,
E. I would like to explore the differences
F. between this form of investment  
G. and local investment.
H. The first section will
I. consider the factors that encourage  
J. and discourage local investment.

The correct answers are A, D and H, in the last chapter, in this chapter and the first section will.
12 of 13 – Task
Download the accompanying PDF Linking Ideas in Essays Task and complete the questions.
13 of 13 – Summary
Well done. You have completed this session on linking ideas in essays.

In this session we have covered:
· Linking words and phrases
· The purpose of linking words and phrases
· Examples of linking words and phrases

If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
