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English Level 2 – Monologues
1 of 15 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on monologues.

In this session we will be covering:
· Types of monologue
· Dramatic monologues
· Key features of a dramatic monologue
· Key features of an interior monologue
· Writing a monologue
2 of 15 – Types of monologue
There are two main types of monologue:
1. Interior
2. Dramatic

An interior monologue involves a character externalizing their thoughts so that the audience can witness experiences that would otherwise be mostly internal.

A dramatic monologue involves one character speaking to another character.
3 of 15 – Dramatic monologues
Let’s look at the meaning of the words to figure out what a dramatic monologue is?
· Dramatic
· Mono
· Logue

1. Dramatic means striking and, or effective
2. Mono – from the Greek word monos – means alone or one.
3. Logue – from the Greek word logos - indicates speech of a particular kind (as in travelogue or dialogue).
4 of 15 – Dramatic monologues
The dictionary definition of a dramatic monologue is: “A dramatic monologue is a poem in the form of a speech or narrative by an imagined person, in which the speaker inadvertently reveals aspects of their character while describing a particular situation or series of events.” (Oxford Dictionary, 2016).

Watch the following video on what a dramatic monologue is.
What is a monologue?
5 of 15 – Key features of a dramatic monologue
The key features of a dramatic monologue are:
1. There is one speaker. There is always one speaker. This speaker is often talking to another person, but the second person doesn’t respond. The audience becomes the listener.

2. The audience learns about the speaker’s character. The audience listens to the speaker and learns about their personality or character through:
· The language used
· The content of the monologue	
6 of 15 – Key features of a dramatic monologue
The key features of a dramatic monologue are:
3. When the monologue takes place is significant. The monologue is often set at an important stage of the speakers life, or linked to a specific event that has taken place.
4. The speaker unknowingly reveals their personality. They are unaware that they are being judged by the audience. This creates a tension between what the speaker is trying to convey and what they actually convey.
5. The speaker uses an argumentative tone. The speaker uses an argumentative tone because they are trying to ‘make a case’ about something.

Note: 
Not all the features are present in every monologue, but you need to look out for the ones that are.
7 of 15 – Key features of an interior monologue
The key features of an interior monologue are:
1. Only the audience hears the monologue. The interior monologue allows the audience to learn about the speaker’s thoughts and feelings, but the other characters do NOT learn this information.
2. Short interior monologues usually happen in the middle of a scene. Interior monologues in the middle of scene usually involved just a line of thought. This is enough to directly connect the audience to the viewpoint character's mind, but not enough to disrupt the flow of the scene.
3. Long interior monologues usually happen between scenes. It is more natural for a character to do most of their thinking between scenes because during the scene, they're too busy doing things to have the time for a lengthy internal monologue.
8 of 15 – Writing a monologue
Here are some top tips for how to write a monologue:
1. Study famous monologues and think about what makes them effective.
2. Choose carefully when your monologue takes place. They are most effective at times of change and when one character needs to reveal something to another character and the audience.
3. Choose what type of monologue to use. Do you need an interior monologue where the characters speaks their internal thoughts out loud, or do you need a dramatic monologue where one character speaks to another?
4. Give your monologue a beginning, a middle and an end:
a. The beginning needs to hook the audience and indicate that something important is taking place
b. The middle is where the drama and emotion build to a climax
c. The end should release the tension and bring the monologue back to the play
9 of 15 – Question 1
Which type of monologue involves one character speaking to another character?
A. Interior monologue
B. Dramatic monologue

The answer is B, dramatic monologue.
10 of 15 – Question 2
Who learns about the speaker’s thoughts during an interior monologue?
A. The audience
B. Other characters
C. The audience and other characters

The answer is A, the audience.
11 of 15 – Question 3
How does the audience learn about the speaker’s character during a dramatic monologue? 

Choose all that apply.
A. The language used
B. The content of the monologue
C. The response of the other character(s)

The answers are A and B, the language used and the content of the monologue. 
12 of 15 – Question 4
Choose the word needed to complete the sentence below.  

A dramatic monologue can allow us to learn the blank of the speaker.

Choose all that apply.
A. Thoughts
B. Feelings
C. Motivations

The correct answer is all three, A, B and C, the thoughts, feelings and motivations. 
13 of 15 – Question 5
In which section of a monologue does the drama and emotion build to a climax?
A. Beginning
B. Middle
C. End

The correct answer is B, middle. 
14 of 15 – Question 6
When are short interior monologues most likely to take place?
A. In the middle of scenes
B. Between scenes

The correct answer is A, in the middle of scenes.
15 of 15 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on monologues.

In this session we have covered:
· Types of monologue
· Dramatic monologues
· Key features of a dramatic monologue
· Key features of an interior monologue
· Writing a monologue

If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
