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1 of 17 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on human rights. 

In this session we will be covering:
· The history and development of human rights in Europe and the UK
· Aspects of the law that protect human rights in the UK

2 of 17 – Definition
Human rights are the basic rights we all have simply because we are human. A right is a legal entitlement
to something. There are fundamental rights and freedoms that everyone in the UK is entitled to.

Identify what you think counts as a “right” from the list below:
· Money
· Education
· Employment
· Privacy
· Car
· Marriage
· Phone
· Vote
· House
· Life
· Freedom

The correct answers are:
· Education
· Employment
· Privacy
· Marriage
· Vote
· Life
· Freedom
The incorrect answers are: money, car, phone, house. These things are not rights because they are not necessarily things we are entitled to but, instead, are things we have to work for.

3 of 17 – Human rights
An associated PDF document is available for you to take notes during this session. Download the associated PDF and use it to take notes throughout this session on human rights. 

Remember to save your work.

4 of 17 – History
Geneva Conventions First & Second 1864 
This was created on the principle that the sick and wounded in wars have neutral status. It was therefore generally concerned with those wounded in battles and wars. It recognised the Red Cross as a neutral service and allowed them to care for the sick and wounded, regardless of their nationality. There were also rules about collecting the battle dead quickly, and the dead were protected from robbery. No medical personnel would be attacked. 

Geneva Convention Third 1929 and 1949 
After World War I the convention was further developed to include:
· Prisoners of war (POW) and their treatment
· POWs did not have to provide any information or secrets
· They were to be treated humanely
· They could inform the next of kin and the Red Cross of their situation, and could correspond with family
· They were to be supplied with adequate food, clothing, and medical care

Geneva Convention Fourth 1949 
All the existing conventions were combined but also additionally concerned with the treatment of civilians during war. All civilians, regardless of nationality, would be allowed to practice their own religion. Civilians were especially protected if they are under 15 years old, elderly, or sick. Everyone was to be treated humanely. They were not to be forced to give information to the enemy or used as a military shield.

5 of 17 – Geneva conventions
Countries had to sign the Geneva Convention and agree to the terms. Click on the website link to see them and take note of the dates against some of the states: International Committee of the Red Cross

Some countries (states) signed as recently as 2001. Not all countries in the world agree with the Geneva Convention and therefore have not signed. However, a country that has signed and then broken the law in times of war can be taken to court for war crimes.

6 of 17 – Human rights today
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is a milestone document. It was written by representatives from all regions of the world. The Declaration was proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly in 1948 as a common standard of achievement for all peoples and nations. The United Nations is a collection of 193 countries. Their Declaration set out fundamental human rights to be universally protected. This was the first list of universal human rights. 

European Convention on Human Rights 1950 
The European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) is a treaty that protects basic human rights. The “articles” in the Convention allow people to lead free and dignified lives. 47 states, including the UK, have signed up. That means that the UK is committed to protecting the Convention rights. If a person’s rights are being breached, and they cannot get a remedy in the UK through the Human Rights Act, the Convention lets them take their case to the European Court of Human Rights.

Human Rights Act 1998 
In the UK, human rights are protected by the Human Rights Act 1998. This law is very similar to the ECHR but specifically for UK citizens. It means that you can defend your rights in the UK courts and that public organisations (including the Government, the Police and local councils) must treat everyone equally, with fairness, dignity and respect. The Human Rights Act protects everyone in the UK including British citizens, foreigners, or asylum seekers if they are in the country.

7 of 17 – Human rights in the UK
The Human Rights Act 1998 is the UK’s legislation for human rights. An Act is a piece of legislation or law passed by the government. Each right is listed in the Act as an article. An article is like a paragraph that describes the topic and the rights in detail. There are 18 rights in the Human Rights Act.
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Below learn more about some of the articles of the Human Rights Act 1998:

Article 6: The right to a fair trial
This protects your right to a fair trial. It also ensures you have access to the courts and gives you the right to bring a civil case. Article 6 does not give you an automatic right to free legal representation in civil cases, but if you cannot afford a solicitor in criminal cases, then the court will grant legal aid. Under article 6, in criminal trials you have the right to be presumed innocent until proven guilty. This means it is the prosecution who must prove you are guilty and the trial will be heard by an independent and impartial court.

Article 10: Freedom of expression 
This protects your right to hold opinions and express your views and ideas. It covers speaking, art or music, books or leaflets, television or radio broadcasting and the right to express political views. This is a qualified right which means there are other laws in place that might contradict it in certain situations, for example, to protect the rights of others or for reasons of national security. You cannot say or write whatever you want if it endangers other people or encourages hatred or terrorism.

Article 9: The right to freedom of religion and belief 
This protects your right to hold both religious and non-religious beliefs. This is an absolute right which means it cannot be interfered with by the state. It includes the right to choose or change your religion or beliefs. It also means you cannot be forced to have a particular religion. It protects your right to manifest your beliefs, for example, your right to wear religious clothing, the right to talk about your beliefs or take part in religious worship. Although, this is qualified so there are limitations on the expression of belief to protect the rights of others.

Article 2: The right to Life 
You have the right to have your life protected by law. Everyone in the UK has this right, including suspected terrorists or violent criminals who put the lives of others at risk. It also means public authorities must sometimes take positive steps to protect you if your life is in danger. For example, the police have a positive duty to protect you if they know your life is in danger from someone. 

Article 5: Personal freedom
This protects your right not to be deprived of your liberty or freedom unless it is in accordance with the law. This means you must not be imprisoned or detained unless there is a law which allows it and the correct procedure is followed, for example, if you have broken the law. 

Article 8: Respect of your private life and family life 
The right to respect for your family and private life, your home and your correspondence. Article 8 is a qualified right. This means a public authority like the police can sometimes interfere with your right to respect for private and family life, if it is in the interest of the wider community or to protect other people’s rights.

Protocol 1 Article 2: Education
The Human Rights Act 1998 has been updated and added to include this new protocol. The right to education gives you the right to access the educational system and to receive an effective education. It also means the state should respect the right of parents to ensure teaching is in accordance with their religious or philosophical beliefs.

Below is a full list of articles of the Human Rights Act 1998: Articles of the Human Rights Act 1998
· Article 2 Right to life
· Article 3 Freedom from torture and inhuman or degrading treatment
· Article 4 Freedom from slavery and forced labour
· Article 5 Right to liberty and security
· Article 6 Right to a fair trial
· Article 7 No punishment without law
· Article 8 Respect for your private and family life, home and correspondence
· Article 9 Freedom of thought, belief and religion
· Article 10 Freedom of expression
· Article 11 Freedom of assembly and association
· Article 12 Right to marry and start a family
· Article 14 Protection from discrimination in respect of these rights and freedoms
· Protocol 1, Article 1 Right to peaceful enjoyment of your property
· Protocol 1, Article 2 Right to education
· Protocol 1, Article 3 Right to participate in free elections
· Protocol 13, Article 1 Abolition of the death penalty
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You have been told by your employer that you cannot wear a necklace with a cross at work, as it is not allowed under the uniform policy. 

Which article of the Human Rights Act 1998 is most appropriate to invoke here?
· Education
· Privacy and family life
· Life
· Freedom
· Expression
· Fair trial
· Religion and belief

The correct answer is: Religion and belief

10 of 17 – Question 2
Your sister has been detained in hospital under mental health legislation. She suffers from severe depression and has attempted suicide in the past. 

Which article of the Human Rights Act 1998 is most appropriate to invoke here?
· Education
· Privacy and family life
· Life
· Freedom
· Expression
· Fair trial
· Religion and belief

The correct answer is: Life

[bookmark: _heading=h.loccleqgmpbl]11 of 17 – Question 3
Your brother has a severe learning disability and you want him to come back home. The local authority refuses to listen and will not take your brother’s wishes into account. 

Which article of the Human Rights Act 1998 is most appropriate to invoke here? 
· Education
· Privacy and family life
· Life
· Freedom
· Expression
· Fair trial
· Religion and belief

The correct answer is: Freedom

12 of 17 – Question 4
A public authority may need to take action so you and your family can peacefully enjoy your home free from aircraft noise or protect your home from serious pollution. 

Which article of the Human Rights Act 1998 is most appropriate to invoke here?
· Education
· Privacy and family life
· Life
· Freedom
· Expression
· Fair trial
· Religion and belief

The correct answer is: Privacy and family life

13 of 17 – Question 5
Your English teacher has gone on maternity leave and the school has not found a replacement to teach the classes. Your class goes to the library instead. 

Which article of the Human Rights Act 1998 is most appropriate to invoke here?
· Education
· Privacy and family life
· Life
· Freedom
· Expression
· Fair trial
· Religion and belief

The correct answer is: Education
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Your friend has been arrested and charged with shoplifting. He has a date for his court appearance but cannot afford a solicitor to represent him. 

Which article of the Human Rights Act 1998 is most appropriate to invoke here?
· Education
· Privacy and family life
· Life
· Freedom
· Expression
· Fair trial
· Religion and belief

The correct answer is: Fair trial

15 of 17 – Question 7
Journalists and other people working in the media must be free to criticise the government and public institutions without fear of prosecution. This is a feature of democracy. 

Which article of the Human Rights Act 1998 is most appropriate to invoke here?
· Education
· Privacy and family life
· Life
· Freedom
· Expression
· Fair trial
· Religion and belief

The correct answer is: Expression
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We have covered the following in this session about human rights, both in Europe and in the UK:
· History and development of human rights
· Current human rights in Europe – ECHR
· Current human rights in the UK – Human Rights Act 1998
· Applied human rights to example

17 of 17 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on human rights. In this session we have covered:
· The history and development of human rights in Europe and the UK
· Aspects of the law that protect human rights in the UK

If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.






