
Public Services Level 3 – Case Study – Affordable Housing Policy
1 of 9 – Welcome
Policies which are not specific to a particular public service can still have an impact.

Housing policies can have a huge impact on local infrastructure, which in turn can affect a variety of different public services.

Housing policies are set centrally by the Department for Communities and the local government. These policies are then implemented by local councils.
2 of 9 – Objectives
By the end of this session you will be able to:
· State the need for the affordable housing policy
· Identify the impact of the affordable housing policy on public services
3 of 9 – Affordable housing policy
The government is helping local councils and developers work with their communities to plan and build better places to live for everyone.

This includes doing the following:
· Building affordable housing
· Improving the quality of rented housing
· Helping more people to buy a home
· Providing housing support for vulnerable people
4 of 9 – Reasons behind affordable housing policy
In 1971 low cost rents were abolished and as a result house prices rose rapidly.

In 1980, the “right to buy” policy was introduced which allowed council house tenants the right to buy their property at a heavily discounted price. This has been a divisive and controversial policy.

Supporters argue it gives the aspirational working class the opportunity to own their own home and improve their financial circumstances.

Opponents say it amounts to a sub-market flogging off public assets and has caused distorted house prices, substantially contributing to the housing crisis.

Now 40% of first time buyers depend on help from property owning parents.
5 of 9 – Local housing policy
As previously stated, local housing policy is managed by the local authority. Each local authority draws up and implements its own plans. The majority of local authorities, in line with the government’s housing policy, are maximising the provision of quality affordable housing.

Affordable Housing Policy
The Council has a number of policies in place designed to maximise the provision of quality affordable housing.

The key policies are as follows:
· Local plan
· Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) – This was adopted in January 2009 and includes information about when and where affordable housing will be sought as part of planning applications
· Balanced Housing Market Development Plan Document (DPD)

For further reading about the Local Housing Policy in Worcester visit the website below:
Affordable Housing Policy
6 of 9 – Local development plan
When affordable housing is planned, stakeholders have the opportunity to view and discuss the plans and raise any objections.

A new housing estate is being planned in the South Worcestershire area and 40% of the net site will be allocated to affordable housing.

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]An example of a development plan like this might show the affordable housing on the rear edge of the estate, with the regular housing forming the majority of the central and front areas of the estate.
7 of 9 – Task
As a junior member of the planning department you have been asked to complete some research on what the possible objections might be from the local stakeholders. 

You can use the accompanying Initial Research FINAL PDF to record the information that you find.

Visit the websites below to reveal some initial resources which you can use to find out the basic information on each topic.

The effect on transport
The effect on crime
Information on health and care

The accompanying Anti-social behaviour and social housing PDF and Gateshead Council Report PDF will also help with your research into anti-social behaviour and effects of high-density housing and road safety.
8 of 9 – Conclusion
Your initial research should have highlighted the impact that a government policy can have on 
the public services.

There will have been a variety of different factors that you researched which may affect all or one public service, and this information needs to be considered before final approval is given.
9 of 9 – Question 1 
What percentage of first-time buyers depend on help from property owning parents?
a. 20%
b. 30%
c. 40%
d. 50%
Answer: 40%
[bookmark: _Hlk53564052]10 of 9 – Question 2
In which year was the right to buy policy introduced?
a. 1960
b. 1980
c. 2000
Answer: 1980
11 of 9 – Question 2
[bookmark: _GoBack]Indicate whether the following statement is true or false

When affordable housing is planned, stakeholders have the opportunity to view and discuss the plans and raise any objections.

Answer: True

9 of 9 – End
Well done. You have completed this case study which looked at the Affordable Housing Policy.

We have looked at:
· Why there is a need for the affordable housing policy
· Identifying the impact of the affordable housing policy on the public services
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