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English Level 2 – Paragraphs
1 of 13 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on paragraphs.

In this session we will be covering:
· Organising paragraphs	
· When to start a new paragraph
· Paragraph structure
· Paragraph content
· Unity in paragraphs
2 of 13 – Organising paragraphs
What is a paragraph?
A paragraph is a group of related sentences that develops one main idea, which is the topic of the paragraph.

How should a paragraph be organised?
A paragraph is like a sandwich.  The topic and concluding sentences are the two pieces of ‘bread’ enclosing the ‘meat’ in the supporting sentences.

Are paragraphs always the same?
The elements of a paragraph differ according to topic and purpose.  Introductory paragraphs often contain definitions, while descriptive paragraphs include a lot of information.  Other sentences may give examples, reasons and restatements.
3 of 13 – When to start a new paragraph
To remember when to start a new paragraph, use the TIPTOP rule which is, you move onto a new paragraph when you change the following:
· Time
· Place 
· Topic 
· Person

Watch the following video to learn about when to start a new a new paragraph.
A* Writing Skills: Paragraphs
4 of 13 – Paragraph Structure
Every paragraph is organised around a central idea or theme, and all the sentences in the paragraph relate to that main idea. The following are different types of sentences in the paragraph:
· Topic sentence
· Supporting sentences
· Concluding sentences

Watch the following video to learn about topic sentences:
Paragraph Structure (Part 1)

Watch the following video to learn about supporting sentences:
Paragraph Structure (Part 2)

Watch the following video to learn about concluding sentences:
Paragraph Structure (Part 3)
5 of 13 – Question 1
Decide from the following statements whether they relate to the topic sentence, supporting sentence or concluding sentence in a paragraph.
A. The first sentence in each new paragraph
B. Introduces the main idea that will be covered in that paragraph
C. Develop the theme introduced in the topic sentence
D. Follow each in a logical order to develop the idea
E. Sums up the paragraph
F. Leads into the next paragraph

The correct answers are:
A topic sentence is A and B, the first sentence in each new paragraph and it introduces the main idea that that will be covered in that paragraph.
Supporting sentences are C and D, they develop the theme introduced in the topic sentence and they follow each in a logical order to develop the idea.
Concluding sentence is E and F, it sums up the paragraph and leads into the next paragraph.
6 of 13 – Question 2
In this paragraph, which is the topic sentence? The paragraph is read fully below then broken into sections for you to choose.

Atoms of all elements consist of a central nucleus surrounded by a "cloud" containing one or more electrons.   The electrons can be thought of as occupying a series of well-defined shells. The behaviour of a particular element depends largely on the number of electrons in its outermost shells. Other factors, such as the total number of electron shells, also play a part in determining behaviour but it is the dominance of the outer electron configuration that underlies the periodic law and justifies the grouping of the elements into groups or families. 
(The sciences: Michael Beazley Encyclopaedias (1980), p. 118)

Choose from the following:

A. Atoms of all elements consist of a central nucleus surrounded by a "cloud" containing one or more electrons. 
B. The electrons can be thought of as occupying a series of well-defined shells.  
C. The behaviour of a particular element depends largely on the number of electrons in its outermost shells.   
D. Other factors, such as the total number of electron shells, also play a part in determining behaviour but it is the dominance of the outer electron configuration that underlies the periodic law and justifies the grouping of the elements into groups or families. 
(The sciences: Michael Beazley Encyclopaedias (1980), p. 118)

The correct answer is A, atoms of all elements consist of a central nucleus surrounded by a "cloud" containing one or more electrons. 
7 of 13 – Paragraph content
A useful way to order the content of your paragraphs is using the PEEL strategy.
· Point. Start with your point – your main idea or point you want to discuss in this paragraph.
· Evidence or example. Follow this with evidence or examples that support your main idea or point.
· Evaluation. Next evaluate what this means in relation to your essay question.
· Link. Finally, use a sentence that links to your next paragraph.

Watch the following video to learn more about using the PEEL strategy in paragraphs:
PEEL
8 of 13 – Unity in paragraphs
An important aspect of a good paragraph is unity. When a paragraph has unity, each sentence is directly related to the paragraph topic.

Watch the following video and learn more about the importance of unity in paragraphs.
Unity in academic writing
9 of 13 – Question 3
Which sentence breaks the unity of the following paragraph? The paragraph is read fully below then broken into sections for you to choose.

Many mothers experience pregnancy sickness in the early stages of pregnancy.  They may feel nausea at the sight and smell of foods they previously enjoyed, vomit easily, and especially feel ‘morning sickness’ on rising in the morning. Heavy consumption of alcohol and cigarette smoking are also risks for healthy prenatal development. Profet (1992) has argued that pregnancy sickness is an adaptive mechanism to protect the embryo against teratogens, toxic chemicals from foods in particular.  

Choose from the following sentences:

A. Many mothers experience pregnancy sickness in the early stages of pregnancy.
B. They may feel nausea at the sight and smell of foods they previously enjoyed, vomit easily, and especially feel ‘morning sickness’ on rising in the morning.  
C. Heavy consumption of alcohol and cigarette smoking are also risks for healthy prenatal development. 
D. Profet (1992) has argued that pregnancy sickness is an adaptive mechanism to protect the embryo against teratogens, toxic chemicals from foods in particular.  

The correct answer is C, heavy consumption of alcohol and cigarette smoking are also risks for healthy prenatal development. 
10 of 13 – Question 4
When should you start a new paragraph?

Choose all that apply:
A. When you change topic
B. When you start writing about a different time
C. When you have written 8 sentences
D. When you start writing about a different person

The answers are A, B and D, when you change topic, when you start writing about a different time and when you start writing about a different person. 
11 of 13 – Question 5
Put the following sentences in order to demonstrate the PEEL strategy.
1. Write a sentence about the main idea or point you want to discuss in this paragraph.
2. Use a sentence that links to your next paragraph.
3. Evaluate what this means in relation to your essay question.
4. Use evidence or examples that support your main idea or point.

The correct order is 1, 4, 3 and 2, as shown below:
1. Write a sentence about the main idea or point you want to discuss in this paragraph.
2. Use evidence or examples that support your main idea or point.
3. Evaluate what this means in relation to your essay question.
4. Use a sentence that links to your next paragraph.
12 of 13 – Task
Download the accompanying PDF Paragraphs task and complete the questions.
13 of 13 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on paragraphs.

In this session we have covered:
· Organising paragraphs
· When to start a new paragraph
· Paragraph structure
· Paragraph content
· Unity in paragraphs

If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
