
British Values – Rule of Law
1 of 17 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on rule of law.
By the end of this session, you will be able to:
· Understand what rule of law is
· Explain the key principles of rule of law
· Know in outline how the UK court system works
· Know why it matters to you
2 of 17 – What is rule of law?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The fundamental principle of rule of law is that no individual or organisation is above the law. Everyone is accountable to abiding by the rules. This is a principle that governs us at a national level but can also be seen at local levels and even within smaller groups such as at a school or within a football team. When you are abiding by the rule of law you are agreeing that you and everyone else will follow the rules of the state or institution. 
In the UK, we have a network of public services that uphold Rule of Law, including police, courts and judges.
This means that there is a clear process and procedure that any offence or grievance passes through so the law is upheld. A grievance is a dispute that an individual or group has, usually made into an official complaint.
While the police and army can be held to account by Parliament, courts operate above this to ensure even the government obeys the law. There are many levels of courts in the UK, each available to appeal decisions of the courts below them. This protects the system from error.
3 of 17 – Magna Carta
The Magna Carta was signed into being in 1215 by King John, pressured by a group of wealthy landowners. It is one of the founding documents of modern democracy. 
At the time, the King or Queen of the country could act however they pleased. This was not popular with the powerful barons of the time. Magna Carta was written to try and prevent anyone, particularly the King, from exploiting the power of their position as monarch. It established the idea that the law was a power of its own that would protect and punish anyone and everyone. 
Although it was written hundreds of years ago, Magna Carta is very important because the principles it created have gone on to form the bases of the UK legal system today, as well as influencing the legal systems of other countries around the world. 
Watch this video from the British Library to learn more about the Magna Carta.
What is the Magna Carta?
4 of 17 – Principles and values of rule of law
The rule of law is made up of a number of fundamental principles and values. 
· Legal certainty – all laws must be applied in a precise, predictable and consistent manner so that people know what to expect of it
· Equality – every case that is alike should be treated in the same way, so every person who has committed a like crime should be considered in the same way, regardless of who they are
· Fairness – every law should be available for everyone to read at any time they want, in a format that is accessible and understandable to them, so that everyone can know what the law says
· Retrospective legislation – laws cannot be applied to situations that happened before they were passed, so a person cannot be convicted for doing something that wasn’t illegal when they did it
· Due process – everyone will get a fair trial and will be imprisoned or punished if they are found guilty, and they cannot lose be punished unless they have been found guilty of breaking the law
5 of 17 – Civil and criminal law
Every breach of the law in the UK, however minor or severe, can be classified as either a civil case or a criminal case. 
Civil law is concerned with the rights and property of individual people or organisations. It settles disputes between people and often involves awarding compensation to those found not at fault. Civil cases do not lead to people being sent to prison. Examples of civil law cases include family disputes, personal injury cases, breach of conduct and employment law.
Criminal law is concerned with offences that negatively affect society as a whole. It defines what the law considers to be acceptable conduct in the UK and those in breach of it will face prosecution that can lead to fines or imprisonment. Examples of criminal law cases include criminal damage, sexual assault, murder, fraud, money laundering and drug dealing.
6 of 17 – Civil law
Civil law is law that allows an individual or organisation to raise a grievance with the way another has treated or affected them.
Crucially, the state mediates and enforces the court’s decision, which can be the awarding of damages or an injunction. Damages are a financial compensation a court can hand down to defendants. An injunction is a court order forbidding the starting or continuing of an action, or an order to perform an action.
Civil law exists to create balance between the individuals or groups involved, protect rights, and restore the status quo. The status quo is what is currently socially normal, and what is considered civilized. Civil cases seek to preserve this.
7 of 17 – Criminal law
Criminal law is the boundary of conduct. This means by breaking it, you have committed your offence against the entire country.
The state prosecutes the individual, and the aim is to establish guilt and punish the offender accordingly. Punishments are usually in the form of fines, community service or prison sentences.
To prosecute somebody is to aim to prove they are guilty of the charges brought against them. This must be done beyond reasonable doubt, as everyone in the UK legal system is considered innocent until proven guilty. 
Criminal law exists to act as a deterrent to serious criminal acts and to protect society from the offenders. 
8 of 17 – Different courts
Here is a rough simplification of the different levels of courts in this country. You will notice that some levels have multiple courts. This is because some are for civil offences and some are for criminal offences.
 Tier 1: County Court or Magistrates’ Court – If a case goes to court, it will start in one of these. If a case is severe enough, it may simply be passed up to the next tier.
· Tier 2: High Court or Crown Court – These courts exist as a check on the lowest courts, to ensure a second opinion on legal disputes.
· Tier 3: Court of Appeals – The second highest tier courts, for most cases the highest level they can expect to be appealed.
· Tier 4: UK Supreme Court – The highest court in the UK, the final court of appeal for all civil and criminal cases (excluding criminal cases in Scotland, which are handled separately).
9 of 17 – County Court
In civil cases, individuals or groups are asked to appear before County Court. Small claims hearings (under £10,000 in value) usually last an hour.
For large claims (over £10,000 in value), many individuals or groups choose to be represented by a solicitor, especially for complex cases.
If the ruling is appealed, the case passes to the High Court; then the Civil Court of Appeal, and finally to the UK Supreme Court. The UK Supreme Court is the highest court of appeals in the UK. It bases its rulings on UK law to make its decisions.
10 of 17 – Magistrates’ Court
If charged with a criminal offence, a person will be asked to appear before the Magistrates’ Court. This court hears all criminal offences.
A defendant has the right to a solicitor by applying for a Representation Order. A Representation Order is where the state provides you a solicitor. This is means tested by your income and case severity. They also have the option to hire a private firm. A legal firm is a group of solicitors you can hire to represent you.
Around 95% of all criminal cases will be completed within the Magistrates’ Court. Those that are more serious are passed on to the Crown Court, either for a full trial with judge and jury or just for sentencing after the individual has been found guilty in the Magistrates’ Court. This is because the Crown Court can apply tougher sentences for offenders than the Magistrates’ Court can.
11 of 17 – Civil or criminal?
For this exercise, decide which of these cases you think are civil or criminal. Remember, civil cases are between citizens or groups, and criminal cases are a citizen or group against the state. 
· The act of shoplifting is to cause the business to lose money in the form of goods. 
· By not paying rent you are creating a financial dispute between yourself and your landlord, who can attempt to get financial damages.
· If negligence within your workplace leads to you becoming injured, you are entitled to seek damages from your employer for compensation.
· The act of causing severe harm to another human being is treated as a serious statement against society, and carries the potential of imprisonment.
· Taking a life is one of the most serious crimes a person can commit. If tried as murder the punishment is almost always imprisonment.
· Bankruptcy is slightly strange, in that individuals appeal to the court to impose it upon themselves.
Here are the answers.
· Shoplifting is a civil matter.
· Unpaid rent is a civil matter.
· Workplace injury is a civil matter.
· Grievous bodily harm is a criminal matter.
· Murder is a criminal matter.
· Bankruptcy is a civil matter.
12 of 17 – The law and you
As a citizen, you are expected to follow the law and act civilly towards others. You have a right to expect the same from others.
The law in the UK is there to protect everyone, regardless of their social status, background, family, job status or anything else. It also judges everyone equally if they break the law. 
Understanding how the legal system works, and what protections it grants you, is an important aspect of life in the UK.
13 of 17 – Question 1
Match the types of court to their correct tier level. 
Tier 1 is the lowest and Tier 4 is the highest.
· Magistrates’ Court, County Court
· UK Supreme Court
· High Court, Crown Court
· Court of Appeals
The answers are:
Tier 4 (highest) - UK Supreme Court
Tier 3 - Court of Appeals
Tier 2 - High Court, Crown Court
Tier 1 (lowest) – Magistrates’ Court, County Court
14 of 17 – Question 2
Who is intended to be above the law under a system of rule of law?
a) Reigning monarch
b) The elected government
c) Nobody
The correct answer is C, nobody. At its core, rule of law exists to protect order and individuals of society by having everyone abide by the same laws.
15 of 17 – Question 3 
Complete this statement.
Civil law is…
a) Intended to punish antisocial behaviour
b) For resolving disputes between, and initiated by, individuals
c) Brought by the state against individuals in disputes
The correct answer is B, for resolving disputes between, and initiated by individuals. Civil law is not about punishment; its purpose is to resolve disputes and bring about a status quo.
16 of 17 – Question 4
A ruling from a Magistrates’ Court would first be appealed by…?
a) Crown Court
b) Court of Appeals
c) UK Supreme Court
 
The correct answer is A, Crown Court. While all of these courts could appeal the ruling, due process is that a case is appealed first at the next court up. A court can also pass a defendant to a higher court if it doesn’t have the authority to hand out a high enough punishment.
17 of 17 - End
Well done. You have completed this session on rule of law.
You should now be able to:
· Understand what rule of law is
· Explain the key principles of rule of law
· Know in outline how the UK court system works
· Know why it matters to you
If you have any questions about anything covered in this session, speak to your tutor for more help.


