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Literacy Entry Level 3 – Writing for an argument
1 of 16 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on writing for an argument.

In this session you will learn about:
· Some common reasons for writing an argument
· How to write in favour of something
· How to write against something
· How to piece together a fair argument
2 of 16 – Why do we argue things in our writing?
Writing an argument is a formal way of making a case for and/or against a certain thing or topic, and there are many reasons why someone might do this.

In college you might be asked to write an essay where you argue for and against a certain idea, for example:

Mobile phones should be banned from classrooms. Discuss.

However, outside of college, there are lots of reasons for this style of writing as well. You might want to voice your opinions about things happening in your area, for example plans being made by the council, or new political schemes that are being introduced.
3 of 16 – Title and introduction
When we are writing to communicate an argument there is a certain structure that we should always try to follow.

The title
When we are writing to communicate an argument there is a certain structure that we should always try to follow.

If we are writing an argument for a piece of college work, for example, we will probably have a title to introduce the overall point of our written argument, like the example that was given on the previously: mobile phones should be banned from classrooms.

This sort of title can be a useful thing to have when you are writing your argument as it gives you something to return to. By tying your comments back to the title ‘This is why mobile phones should be banned from classrooms…’ you show your reader just how much you have considered the discussion point and how you have built your argument around it.

However, outside of essays it is unlikely that you will have a title to write to, but you can always give yourself a title if it helps to guide your work!

The introduction
Whether it is an essay for college or a formal letter to your local MP, every written argument needs to have some kind of introduction.

The introduction is just a short opening to your overall argument. You do not need to cram in loads of information, and you do not need to introduce your own opinions here either – you can save those for much later in your writing.

The main aims for the introduction are to:
· Establish what the issue is that is being discussed, and
· Comment on where this issue came from

If, for example, you are writing about plans to tear down three parks in the neighbourhood, you might comment that the recent announcement of these plans is what made you start writing.
4 of 16 – A reminder: bias!
Before we talk more about how to structure a written argument, it is worth taking a quick look at bias and how we can avoid this when we are writing.

Bias is when only half of a story is given. So if you were writing for argument, it would be an example of bias if you were to only give the good or bad points of a situation without considering the other side of the story.

Typically bias has a negative impact over something – such as a specific group of individuals, for example – and it is something that you should always try to avoid in your writing.

This is why it is important to consider both sides of an argument when you are writing your points down, even if you agree more with one side than the other. You have to be fair when you are putting your argument together.
5 of 16 – Title and introduction
When you are writing any type of argument you need to make sure that you have your for and against points. The for points need to show the positive side of your argument, whilst the against points will show the negative side.

For
So if we use our earlier example – Mobile phones should be banned from classrooms – our points might be things like:
· There will be fewer distractions for learners
· Learning will be more focused because of this
· Learners could take more away from their classes

You do not have to start with a for point – you could start with against if you wanted to – but whichever side of the argument you introduce first, you should keep all of these points together before moving on to the other side of the discussion. So you should not move or alternate between for and against points.

Against
For this side of the argument your against points might be things like:
· Some learners concentrate better with access to their phones
· Learners can use their phones to search for more information
· Different learners need different stimulation for effective learning, and having access to their mobile phones is part of that

You should always aim for at least two for and against points, as this shows that you have thought of more than one good reason for each side of the argument. Also, no matter how many points you decide to use, you should aim to have the same amount of points for each side – so if you have three for points then you should aim for three against points too.
6 of 16 – Balancing out for and against
It is worth planning out your argument before you start writing it so you know exactly what your main points are for each side of the discussion – and you also know whether you have the same amount of points for each side, too.

The reason that we need to have the same amount of points for and against is because of the bias issue that we mentioned earlier.

If our argument has five for points but only two against points, then that is unbalanced and it could show signs of bias.

Not only that, but it could make a reader think that you have not properly considered the argument from enough angles, which might discredit some of your other points, i.e. people might take your work less seriously.
7 of 16 – Balancing out for and against
The conclusion of any written argument is where you tie everything together. You should aim to give a brief summary of your argument overall, which should involve a mention of your main for and against points.

Once you have given your summary, this is the point at which you can introduce your own opinions on the issue being discussed. In the paragraphs before the conclusion you should aim to keep your opinions to yourself, as it might make for an unfair argument otherwise.

However, once you have recapped your points, you can then pass judgement on the argument as a whole:

‘Following on from this discussion, I have to say that I’m whole-heartedly against the plans to tear down the local park, for the reasons listed above and many more!’
8 of 16 – Tips: using facts and evidence
Tips
A good tip for making your argument even stronger is to use facts and evidence where you can. 

This means that when you make a point:

‘Having mobile phones in classrooms can make it more difficult for learners to concentrate on their work.’

You should try to support this with some kind of evidence, which your reader can find for themselves elsewhere.

‘A recent report shows that people using their phones while they are learning are 56% less likely to remember what they have been taught.’

Not only does this make your argument even stronger but it also shows a reader just how much extra research you have put into your discussion as well.
9 of 16 – Tips: connectives
Tips
Another useful tip for when you are putting an argument together is to use connectives. Remember: connectives are words that connect together certain parts of your sentences, and certain points within your work.

Common examples of connectives that could be used in arguments are:
· Because
· However
· Therefore, and
· This shows

This allows you to link your argument together and show how one for or against point can easily be linked to another. Plus, it makes your writing a little bit clearer as well!
10 of 16 – Why do we argue things in our writing?
Planning your argument is a particularly important part of your writing – even though it happens before any of your writing is even done!

The reason that we plan our work is because it is very easy to veer off into different subjects when you are writing something. So, by planning our work out before we start writing, we know exactly:
· What we want to say
· How we want to say it, and
· The order we want to say it in

Not only should you plan your for and against points – to make sure they are balanced and fair – but you should also plan your introduction and conclusion as well, as this will help you to keep your writing neat and to the point when the time comes to share it with someone.
11 of 16 – Remember your audience!
Whether you are writing to present an argument or for a different reason entirely, try to remember that your writing needs to be fitted around your audience.

The type of language that you use in text messages is not the same type of language that you use when you are writing an essay or an assignment, for example, and you must remember this when you are writing an argument about something as well.

If we want our work to be taken seriously and to show how much thought and consideration we have put into something, it is important that we use language that suits our audience – meaning we are formal and informal as and when we should be.

When you are planning you can be as informal as you like but you should always try to make your writing a little more formal when you are writing for argument.
12 of 16 – Question 1
Assuming that we start with our for points (rather than our against), can you put these parts of an argument into the right order?
1. Conclusion
2. Against points
3. Title
4. For points
5. Introduction

The correct order should be 3, 5, 4, 2 and 1, as shown below:
1. Title
2. Introduction
3. For points
4. Against points
5. Conclusion
13 of 16 – Question 2
Read the statements below and see if you can decide which ones are true and which ones are false.

Your introduction is where you share your opinion about the issue being discussed.
True
False

The correct answer is: False.

You should aim to have the same amount of for and against points.
True
False

The correct answer is: True.

You must always put your for points before your against points.
True
False

The correct answer is: False.

It is important to use facts and evidence to support the points you make.
True
False

The correct answer is: True.
14 of 16 – Question 3
Why should you aim to have the same amount of for and against points in a discussion?
A. It looks better on the page
B. It gives you a well-balanced argument
C. It gives you more to talk about
D. It will show how much thought you have put in
E. It helps to give your argument bias

The correct answer is B, you should aim to have the same amount of for and against points in a discussion as it gives you a well-balanced argument.
15 of 16 – Question 4
Why is it important to plan your argument? 

Choose all that apply:
A. So you can delay writing a bit longer
B. So you know what you want to say
C. So you know how much writing you need to do
D. So you know how you want to say things
E. So you know the order things should be written in
F. So you know which bits you can leave out

The correct answers are B, D and E, it is important to plan your argument so you know what you want to say, so you know how you want to say things and so you know the order things should be written in.
16 of 16 – End
Well done! You have completed this session on writing for an argument.

In this session you have looked at:
· Some common reasons for writing an argument
· How to write in favour of something
· How to write against something
· How to piece together a fair argument

If you have any questions about any of the topics covered, please make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
