
Public Services Level 3 – The Implications of the Clean Air Strategy – Case Study
1 of 12 – Welcome
Before policies are implemented there can be a public consultation period, allowing interested parties to submit their views for consideration.

The Government is presently formulating a Clean Air Strategy. During this session we will look at what the implications of such a strategy would be.

By the end of this session you will be able to:
· State the main proposals of the Clean Air Strategy
· Identify the possible impact on a range of public services
2 of 12 – Reasons for introduction
According to the Royal College of Physicians, air pollution across the UK is linked to around 40,000 deaths every year.

Historically the UK struggled to keep within EU limits on some pollutants, particularly nitrogen dioxide (NO2) which is produced by diesel engines and is linked to a range of respiratory diseases, including asthma.

Under earlier government plans, some parts of the UK would not have met EU NO2 standards until 2030. The original deadline to achieve these limits was 2010.
3 of 12 – Air pollution
So, what causes air pollution?

The key culprits in the UK are motor vehicle exhausts. In particular older vehicles, larger vehicles and diesel vehicles are disproportionately the worst emitters on the road.

By law, all councils must undertake air quality reviews to highlight any possible breaches in national objectives. In areas where the objectives are not met, Air Quality Management Areas are then established to improve air quality.

Daily air pollution forecasts are available. Visit the website below and enter your postcode to get the latest air pollution forecast for your area:
Pollution forecast

So, are you at risk? Is your area meeting the required standards? If it isn’t what can you, as an individual, do about it?
4 of 12 – Individual actions
You may have thought of some of the following:
1. Use public transport, car share, walk or cycle where possible
2. Keep your car well maintained to minimise emissions
3. Keep your car tyres inflated; under inflated tyres make your engine work harder
4. Speed up and slow down smoothly
5. Empty your boot and remove your roof rack when not in use to reduce the weight of your vehicle and conserve fuel
5 of 12 – Question 1
Can you remember what you have just read?

Look at the statements below and decide whether they are true or false.

You can improve air quality by keeping your engine running whilst waiting at traffic lights.
True
False

The correct answer is: False

You can improve air quality by removing your roof box when you are not using it.
True
False

The correct answer is: True

You can improve air quality by walking or cycling.
True
False

The correct answer is: True

You can improve air quality by overtaking quickly when a gap appears in the traffic.
True
False

The correct answer is: False
6 of 12 – Clean Air Strategy
We have talked about what you can do individually, but do you think your individual actions will have a great impact?

The Government are aware that there is a need for more collective action and have formulated a Clean Air Strategy.

The Clean Air Strategy outlines the reasons for its introduction, the proposals for addressing the issue of high levels of NO2 and the statistics to evidence their claims.

To get a copy of the Clean Air Strategy download the accompanying Draft Revised AQ Plan PDF. You will be asked to look at the Strategy in a little more detail as the session progresses (particularly pages 1-16), so save it somewhere where you can easily access it again.
7 of 12 – Some proposals
As you will have seen when you downloaded the document there are a lot of proposals. We cannot cover all the proposals in this session, so we are going to concentrate on the following:
· Retrofitting buses, lorries and black cabs
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Setting up Clean Air Zones
· Targeted car scrappage scheme
· Councils being given power to impose fines or restrictions on all polluting vehicles in Clean Air Zones
· Removal of speed bumps and other strategies for addressing driving style
8 of 12 – Task
As previously outlined, a public consultation was set up to get views on the plan. As a representative from a public body you have been asked to contribute to the public consultation. You need to consider the questions being asked.

Download the accompanying Consultation Questions Task PDF to access the questions.

Using the Clean Air Strategy formulate the answers you believe a representative from a public service would provide. When you have completed the document make sure you save it.

Useful references:
The consultation document from the Clean Air Zones section 4.1 and 4.3.
Particularly useful are the figures containing the common themes and page 16 which provides a summary.
Download the accompanying Consultation summary clean air zones.pdf for more information.
9 of 12 – Consultation
Now you have come up with some answers, visit the website below to find out what public bodies said during the consultation:
Improving air quality: national plan for tackling nitrogen dioxide in our towns and cities

How do your answers compare?
10 of 12 – Factors
Now you have a basic outline of some of the factors that need to be considered how do you think these factors might affect a public service?

It is important to be able to identify the impact of government policies on the public services. Using the documentation that has been covered during this session think about the impact of the key factors on the public services.

Download the table in Task 2 Impact of Gov policies – final PDF and record the information on there. Make sure you save your work.
11 of 12 – Implementation plan
If the strategy is adopted an implementation plan would need to be drawn up.

What would you include in your implementation plan? 

Which public service would be responsible for implementing each part of it?

Revisit the work you did on the impact of the Clean Air Strategy and identify how each aspect would be implemented and which public service would be responsible.
12 of 12 – End
You have completed this session on the implications of the Clean Air Strategy.

You should now be able to:
· State the main proposals of the Clean Air Strategy
· Identify the possible impact on a range of public services 

If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, speak to your tutor for help.

