
Literacy Entry Level 3 – Prepositions, conjunctions and articles
1 of 19 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on prepositions, conjunctions and articles. In this session we are going to look at what each of these words mean, and think about how we use prepositions, conjunctions and articles in our everyday speech and writing.

By the end of this session, you will:
· Know what a preposition is
· Understand how prepositions are used
· Know what a conjunction is
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Understand when to use a conjunction
· Know a number of different articles
2 of 19 – What are prepositions?
Prepositions are a type of word that have one or two different uses in the English language. In fact, we use prepositions so often in our speech and our writing that they are thought to be some of the most common words in English.

A preposition is a word – or sometimes a phrase – that is used to explain where something is or when something is happening/will happen in relation to something else.

When we look at some example sentences you might be surprised to see just how  many words count as a prepositions. You will probably recognise most of them!
3 of 19 – Prepositions: when
“When” prepositions are words that explain to a listener or reader when something is happening. 

Some common examples of these words are:
· During
· Before
· After
· On, at or in

The final three examples (on, at, or in) given above are very specific prepositions for when, as they mean we have to give details of a certain time or day.

Examples:
· June
· Xmas
4 of 19 – ‘When’ prepositions in real life
These prepositions are very important parts of the English language because they allow us to explain when things are happening, and by using prepositions we can explain these things in a way that is easy for someone else to understand.

If we look at a few more of these prepositions in real life examples, we will find sentences like:

· Raj was planning to go home before he went to the football match.
· Kim could not wait for dinner so she opened her sandwich during the drive home.
· Afife waited quietly until the teacher walked in.

These sentences would not make sense at all without the prepositions to explain when these different events were taking places!
5 of 19 – Prepositions: where
“Where” prepositions are the words that we use to explain to a listener or a reader where exactly one thing or object is in relation to another. 

For this job we will use prepositions like:
· Beneath
· Behind
· Under
· Over
· Outside
· Inside
· Near

The list goes on and on for “where” prepositions and, in the same way as the “when” words, our sentences simply would not make sense without these prepositions to explain things.
6 of 19 – ‘Where’ prepositions in real life
When we talk about explaining one thing in relation to something else what we really mean is that we will use one thing as a marker or a guide to explain to someone where the other thing or object is, for example:

Claire’s coat was hanging behind the door.
The object we are looking for is Claire’s coat and the preposition “behind” helps us to see that the coat is behind a second object which, in this sentence, is the door.

Let’s look at another example:
The dog was lying underneath the table.

If the dog is the first object in this sentence then the preposition “underneath” explains to us where the dog is in relation to a second object, and here that second object is the table.
7 of 19 – Tricky prepositions
There are times when it is easy to spot whether you need a “when” or a “where” preposition, but there are some words that can actually be both depending on the sentence that they are being used in.

When this happens you have to look at the sentence and think about what is being explained.

Examples:
Birthday
Top shelf
8 of 19 – Question 1
Decide if the prepositions are when or where types?
Preposition: After
When
Where

The correct answer is: When.

Preposition: Under
When
Where

The correct answer is: Where.

Preposition: Later
When
Where

The correct answer is: When.

Preposition: During
When
Where

The correct answer is: When.

Preposition: Inside
When
Where

The correct answer is: Where.

Preposition: Over
When
Where

The correct answer is: Where.

Preposition: In front of
When
Where

The correct answer is: Where.

Preposition: Until
When
Where

The correct answer is: When.
9 of 19 – Question 2
Read the sentences below. Which ones do you think include a preposition? 

Choose all that apply.

Katie talked throughout the entire second half of the play.
Correct
Incorrect

The answer is: Correct.

Zaki obviously was not listening to his teacher.
Correct
Incorrect

The answer is: Incorrect.

Pauline was above Oliver in the class register.
Correct
Incorrect

The answer is: Correct.

The teacher separated the students to make them talk less.
Correct
Incorrect

The answer is: Incorrect.
10 of 19 – What are conjunctions?
Conjunctions are a family of words that we use to tie the two halves of a sentence together. They are part of a bigger word family called connectives – as you might guess from their name, in the English language these words are used to connect things.

Conjunctions are used to either tie two sentences together or to tie two clauses together. A clause is a simple sentence that contains a verb (a doing word) and a subject (the person or thing that is acting out the verb).

However, there are times when these clauses are so small and simple on their own that we can pair some of them together, by using a conjunction, in order to make a bigger and more detailed sentence.
11 of 19 – Co-ordinating conjunctions
There are two types of conjunctions that we use on a daily basis, whether we realise it or not. The first type that we are going to look at in this session are co-ordinating conjunctions.

These are conjunctions that are used to tie together two parts of a sentence when both of these parts are important – or rather, when they are both as important as each other.

Examples of co-ordinating conjunctions are words like:
· So
· Yet
· But
· Or
· And
12 of 19 – Co-ordinating conjunctions continued
Let’s have a look at some examples of co-ordinating conjunctions:
Habiba is going to go shopping and then she is meeting a friend for lunch.

The first part of this sentence is no more or less important than the second part, which is why we can use a co-ordinating conjunction – this is “and” in the example above – to tie them together.

Let’s look at another example:
The dog loves having his belly rubbed but he hates being bathed.

In this example again we can see that the sentence is giving us two pieces of information, but neither of them is more important than the other, so we can use the co-ordinating conjunction “but” to tie them together.
13 of 19 – Subordinating conjunctions
The second type of conjunctions that we use in English are subordinating conjunctions.

These conjunctions are used to connect together a main sentence plus a smaller sentence that would not make sense if it were written on its own.

Examples of subordinating conjunctions are words like:
· Though
· If
· Because
· Whenever
· After
· Since
14 of 19 – Subordinating conjunctions continued
Let’s look at some subordinating conjunctions in practice:
We couldn’t go to the library today because it was closed.

In this example the first part of the sentence makes sense on its own. However, “it was closed” would not make sense as a single sentence. This is why we introduce a subordinate conjunction (“because”) to tie the two together. 

Let’s look at another example:
Take the chicken out of the oven as soon as it starts to brown.

The first part of the sentence is a full sentence on its own, but “it starts to brown” is not. Here we have used a subordinating conjunction which is actually a phrase rather than just one word (“as soon as”) to tie the two sentence parts together.
15 of 19 – Question 3
Match the following key terms connectives, subordinating conjunctions and co-ordinating conjunctions, to their correct definition?
1. Are a family of words used in the English language to tie different parts of sentences together.
2. Are words or small phrases used to tie together a sentence and a much smaller sentence which would not make sense on its own.
3. Are words or small phrases used to tie together two sentences that are both as important as each other.

The corrects sentences should read as follows:

1. Connectives are words or small phrases used to tie together two sentences that are both as important as each other.
2. Subordinating conjunctions are words or small phrases used to tie together a sentence and a much smaller sentence which would not make sense on its own.
3. Co-ordinating conjunctions are a family of words used in the English language to tie different parts of sentences together.
16 of 19 – Question 4
Read the sentences below and choose which ones are using co-ordinating conjunctions and which ones are using subordinating conjunctions.

Claire took the milk out of the fridge and added some to her tea.
Subordinating
Co-ordinating

The correct answer is: Subordinating.

Emily planned to make an apple pie but there weren’t any cooking apples at the shop.
Subordinating
Co-ordinating

The correct answer is: Co-ordinating.

Maz planned to do his homework before football but he couldn’t be bothered.
Subordinating
Co-ordinating

The correct answer is: Subordinating.

Brian didn’t like travelling as a passenger but he enjoyed driving himself.
Subordinating
Co-ordinating

The correct answer is: Co-ordinating.
17 of 19 – What are articles?
An article is a word that appears alongside a noun. Remember that a noun is a person, a place, or a thing. We use articles to show whether the noun is something general or whether it is something specific, or personal.

The articles that we use on a daily basis in English are:
· The
· An
· A

These three different articles can be used in different ways to give a reader or a listener more detail about the noun in a sentence.

Let’s look at these articles in practice to see how they work.

When we are using an article to be general we usually use “a” or “an”, for example:
Anissa picked up an apple as she walked through the kitchen.

In this sentence we are not talking about a specific apple but rather any apple, and this is shown by “an”. If we were talking about a specific apple, then we would change the sentence to:
Anissa picked up the apple as she walked through the kitchen.

In this second example we know that Anissa has picked up a particular apple, rather than the first apple that she spotted.

If our example sentence is:
Kim packed the big suitcase.

From “the” in this sentence we can see that the sentence is referring to one suitcase in particular. However, we could change this to mean any suitcase:
Kim packed a big suitcase.

In this second example the suitcase is more general as we do not get an idea of who owns it or where it has come from.

Can you spot the difference?
18 of 19 – Question 5
All of the sentences below are using articles, but which ones are specific?

Choose all that apply:
A. Emily picked up a magazine
B. Raj ate the sandwich at lunchtime
C. Justin decided to grab a bus home
D. Claire dropped the bag by the front door
E. Josh threw the piece of paper in the bin

The correct answers are B, D and E, Raj ate the sandwich at lunchtime, Claire dropped the bag by the front door and Josh threw the piece of paper in the bin.
19 of 19 – End
Well done! You have completed this session on prepositions, conjunctions and articles.

In this session you have looked at:
· What a preposition is
· How prepositions are used
· What a conjunction is
· When to use a conjunction
· A number of different articles

If you have any questions about any of the topics covered, please make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
