
Childcare Level 1 – The Factors and Skills Involved in a Child’s Language Development
1 of 18 – Introduction
Welcome to this session on the factors and skills involved in a child’s language development. 

By the end of this session you will be able to:
· List the areas of a child’s development
· Understand what language development involves
· Identify the factors that affect the language development of children
· Understand the adult’s role in a child’s language development

2 of 18 – The areas of development
The different areas of development are:

Physical development
Meaning in relation to their bodies

Intellectual development
Meaning in relation to their thinking and education

Language development
Meaning in relation to their ability to communicate

Emotional development
Meaning in relation to their emotions

Social development
Meaning in relation to their relationships with other people

In this session, we will focus on language development.

3 of 18 – Language development
The language development of children is central to their social and emotional development. Through language development, children become capable of understanding, listening, talking and communicating their needs, feelings and emotions.

There are 2 main areas of language:
· Receptive language, where children listen and understand what is said to them or around them
· Expressive language, where children communicate their needs, thoughts and emotions; expressive language may be written, spoken or signed (sign language)

As in any other area of development, every child will develop their language skills in their own way and at their own rate.



4 of 18 – Factors that affect language development
The factors that normal language development can be affected by include:
· Health problems
· Special educational needs and learning difficulties
· Emotional and social factors
· Poor language environment
· English as a second language

We will now look at these in more detail.

5 of 18 – Health problems
Health problems, such as hearing loss or sight problems, can delay a child’s language development.

In many cases, these problems are not always identified from an early age. It is most obvious that a child may be facing a health issue when they are between 3 and 4 years old. At that age most children can speak clearly and form long sentences and it is therefore easier to spot that a health problem may be causing a language development delay, especially if none of the other factors apply to the child.

For example, children may be able to hear properly but may have difficulty in understanding the sounds that they hear.

6 of 18 – Special needs and learning difficulties
Special educational needs or learning difficulties can also affect a child’s language development. In some cases, speech and language therapy may be required to help children overcome their problems. The things that children with learning difficulties often struggle with are:
· Following instructions
· Understanding long and complex sentences
· Expressing themselves, for example, by participating in activities with their peers
· Listening and paying attention
· Controlling their anger and frustration

7 of 18 – Emotional and social factors
Language delay can be responsible for increased mental health problems. Children that start to show signs of delayed development should be supported by:
· Creating the opportunity for children to interact with other adults and with children their own age, therefore helping shy children and children facing anxiety disorders
· Helping parents create a warm loving environment that promotes independence
· Helping parents create an encouraging environment, therefore promoting strong language skills
· Creating a culture in the home and school that allows children to make mistakes and celebrates the children’s efforts as well as their achievements




8 of 18 – Poor language environment
Normal language development is often not achieved in poor language environments. This can be caused due to:
· Low family income
· Poor living arrangements
· Social status
· Financial problems

The above factors can cause language development issues due to the fact that:
· The parents are focused on addressing the basic needs of their family
· Parents can suffer from emotional stress
· Children may feel insecure
· Children may lack stability

9 of 18 – English as an additional language
Children who speak English as a second language can face the same risk to their language development and can have the same developmental issues as children speaking English as their first language.

However, initially, children that are speaking English as a second language may progress slowly in comparison to their peers. Following a short period of time though, they start to make quicker progress.

Children need approximately 2 years to develop the language to a good level. Further language development delay can be caused when the children face a language development delay or impairment in their first language as well.

10 of 18 – The adult’s role in a child’s language development
Adults, as parents, carers or educators, have the responsibility to promote the children’s language development by:
· Talking to babies and naming things in their environment by pointing at them
· Talking to toddlers and teaching them new interesting things
· Reading books to children and helping them develop their listening skills
· Reading the same books again and again as repetition helps them to remember and understand the language better
· Playing with children
· Creating interesting, age-appropriate activities
· Stimulating them with visits to new places, for example, the forest, the beach, museums and art exhibitions

11 of 18 – The adult’s role in a child’s language development – continued
Adults, as parents, carers or educators, have the responsibly to promote the children’s language development by:
· Speaking with them about their day, their friends, their toys and generally things they find interesting
· Offering choices to them to help them become independent, responsible and learn to self-regulate
· Repeating what they have said in the correct way, when they make a mistake
· Listening and waiting patiently when children stammer trying to say all they are thinking about, before their language skills are ready
12 of 18 – Factors affecting parental involvement
Some parents may struggle to support their children’s language development. This can be caused due to their:
· Low self-esteem
· Poor language skills
· Lack of experience
· Insufficient knowledge of the language

13 of 18 – Question 1
Indicate whether the following statements are true or false.

The language development of children involves their ability to communicate.
True
False

The correct answer is: True

The language development of children is central to their social and emotional development.
True
False

The correct answer is: True

Expressive language is the area of language where the children listen and understand what is said to them or around them.
True
False

The correct answer is: False

Receptive language is the area of language where the children communicate their needs, thoughts and emotions.
True
False

The correct answer is: False


14 of 18 – Question 2
Which of the following factors affect language development? Select all that apply.
a) Health problems
b) Special educational needs and learning difficulties
c) Emotional and social factors
d) English as an additional language
e) 

The correct answer is all of the above.

 
15 of 18 – Question 3
Why are language development issues identified in 3 to 4-year-olds? Select all that apply.
a) Because these problems are not easily identified from an early age
b) Because only the school can identify language development problems
c) Because at that age most children can speak clearly and form long sentences and it is therefore easier to suspect that a health problem may be causing a language development delay
d) Because 3 to 4-year-olds ask a lot of questions


The correct answers are a) and c) Because these problems are not easily identified from an early age and because at that age most children can speak clearly and form long sentences and it is therefore easier to suspect that a health problem may be causing a language development delay.


16 of 18 – Question 4
Indicate whether the following statements are true or false.

Children who speak English as an additional language face a higher risk of developing language development issues compared to children who speak English as their first language.
True
False

The correct answer is: False

Children who speak English as an additional language need approximately 5 years to develop the language to a good level.
True
False

The correct answer is: False

Initially, children that are speaking English as an additional language may progress slowly in comparison to their peers.
True
False

The correct answer is: True

Language development delay can be extended when the children face a language development delay or impairment in their first language as well.
True
False

The correct answer is: True


17 of 18 – Question 5
What do parents need to do when their child stammers occasionally? 
a) Listen and wait patiently
b) Finish off the sentence for them
c) Understand that they are trying to say all they are thinking about, before their language skills are ready
d) Get worried and ask help from a professional

The correct answers are a) and is c) Listen and wait patiently and understand that they are trying to say all they are thinking about, before their language skills are ready.

18 of 18 – End
Well done, you have completed this session on the factors and skills involved in a child’s language development.

You should now be able to:
· List the areas of a child’s development
· Understand what intellectual development involves
· Identify the factors that affect the language development of children
· Understand the adult’s role in a child’s language development

If you have any questions about anything covered in this session, please speak to your tutor for more help.

