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Literacy Entry Level 3 – Adjectives
1 of 19 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on adjectives. In this session we are going to look at what adjectives are, the different types of adjectives that we can use, and the different ways that we might use them in daily life.

By the end of this session, you will:
· Understand what an adjective is
· Understand what a comparative adjective is
· Understand what a superlative adjective is
· Know when to use different types of adjectives
2 of 19 – What are adjectives?
In the English language there are different word types that we use to make up our sentences. Examples of these word types are verbs (also known as doing words), adverbs (that add description to a verb), and nouns (which are things, a place, or a person).

Adjectives are another word type that we use on a day-to-day basis. One way to think of adjectives is as describing words, as they are typically used to describe a noun and give a reader or a listener more detail about something.

Using words to build detail will make your descriptions even better and make your writing even more enjoyable for a reader.
3 of 19 – Where do adjectives go?
When we are putting our sentences together we have two options for using an adjective.

We can either put it before the noun: It was a terrible day outside.

In this example, ‘terrible’ is the adjective (describing word) that is being used to give us more detail about the day’s weather.

We also have the option of putting the adjective after the noun: The weather outside is terrible.

‘Terrible’ is still the adjective here but it comes at the end of the sentence, to describe the weather at the beginning of the sentence.
4 of 19 – Where do adjectives go? – continued
Remember: the reason that we use an adjective is to add more detail to something. You can use adjectives at different points in your sentences too, to make sure that your details keep coming throughout your work rather than just giving lots of details about one part.

You can also use more than one adjective for each noun: Raj ended up with a smelly, wet tuna sandwich for his lunch!

In this example sentence, ‘smelly’ and ‘wet’ (the adjectives) are being used to describe Raj’s sandwich (the noun).

You will also notice that the adjectives have been written with a comma in between them. When you use more than one adjective you need to remember to use commas to separate them from each other – like you would with a list.
5 of 19 – Adjectives: physical details
In earlier examples we have used our adjectives to describe the physical details of something, for example: The weather outside is hot today!

Many adjectives will explain physical details – meaning they are things that we can see for ourselves, whether it is how something looks (pretty, ugly, sparkly), how something tastes (sweet, bitter, sour), or how something sounds (loud, quiet, crackly).

Adjectives go above and beyond these three things, too! An easy way to spot an adjective is to look at the detail the word is giving you – if it provides you with something you can imagine hearing, tasting, or seeing, then an adjective is at work.
6 of 19 – Adjectives: feelings
Adjectives are not limited to physical things; we can also use adjectives to explain how we are feeling, for example: I’m quite tired today.

In this example sentence, ‘tired’ is the adjective because it is describing how I feel (here ‘I’ is the noun as I am the person in the sentence), and there are other similar examples like this that we use on a day-to-day basis, often without even thinking about it!

The following are all examples of feeling adjectives: hungry, angry, happy, sad, delighted.
7 of 19 – Question 1
From the list below, which words are examples of an adjective?

Choose all that apply:
A. Wet
B. Beautiful
C. Parrot
D. Beach
E. Hungry
F. Garage
G. Loud

The correct answers are A, B, E and G, wet, beautiful, hungry and loud.
8 of 19 – Question 2
Adjectives can be about physical things and feelings. Categorise the adjectives below into the correct types, either physical, feelings or non-adjectives.

Human
Dog
Delighted
Happy
Depressed
Hungry
Damp
Purple
Kitchen
Grey
Big
Pretty

The correct answers are:

Physical adjectives are pretty, damp, purple, grey and big.
Feelings adjectives are delighted, happy, depressed and hungry.
Non-adjectives are human, dog and kitchen.
9 of 19 – Question 3
Read the sentences below and see if you can decide which ones are true and which ones are false.

Adjectives can be things, people, or places.
True
False

The correct answer is: False

You can use more than one adjective in a sentence.
True
False

The correct answer is: True

Adjectives are useful for providing more details about something
True
False

The correct answer is: True.

If you use more than one adjective in a sentence you should separate them out with full stops.
True
False

The correct answer is: False
10 of 19 – Comparative adjectives
As well as using adjectives to describe something we might also use them to compare two things – or rather, to compare two nouns (people, places or things).

When we are using adjectives to compare two nouns, we call them comparative adjectives – because they are explaining some kind of comparison.

An easy way of spotting a comparative adjective is to look out for the ‘er’ at the end of a regular adjective, for example: 

fast + er = faster.

So ‘faster’ is the comparative adjective here: Chloe runs fast, but Emily runs faster.
11 of 19 – Comparative adjectives – continued
However, there are times when we cannot use ‘er’ to make a comparative adjective as the word simply would not make sense this way, for example:

That house is beautiful, but this house is beautifuller.

In this example we would have to replace the ‘er’ add-on and instead use ‘more’:

That house is beautiful, but this house is more beautiful.

There is not a set rule for when to use ‘more’ instead of ‘er’ but you can often tell which ending is the right one just by reading the word aloud and seeing how it sounds, for example:

Popularer is not a word that you will have come across before but more popular is a phrase you might recognise!
12 of 19 – Superlative adjectives
Superlative adjectives are from the same family as comparative adjectives, but they make our comparison a bit bigger. While comparative adjectives are used to compare nouns, superlative adjectives are used when we are comparing three nouns, for example:

Their swimming pool is big, ours is bigger, but Kim’s is biggest.

To make a superlative adjective we replace the ‘er’ add-on with ‘est’ instead, like in the example above: 

big + est = biggest

You will notice an extra ‘g’ has been added into the original word as well, as this is another rule we must follow when we are changing adjectives.
13 of 19 – Superlative adjectives – continued
Another similarity between comparative and superlative adjectives is that not all superlatives can end in the ‘est’ ending, so there will be times when we have to swap this add-on for another:

Those films were frightening but this film is the most frightening I have ever seen.

So while comparative adjectives might use ‘more’, superlative adjectives will use ‘most’ (when ‘est’ cannot be added to a word).

If we look at the example sentence above we can see that adding ‘est’ would not make sense because we would end up with ‘frightening-est’, which is not a real word.

This is why we have to use ‘most’ instead as it still explains the comparison between this film and the other films being talked about.
14 of 19 – Comparative and superlative – less
While comparatives and superlatives use ‘more’ and ‘most’ to show when something is better or bigger than another thing (noun), they can also be used to show when something is less, worse, or not as good.

In comparative adjectives, for example, we might say:

This dress is a bit flashy, but this one is less flashy.

Here we have used ‘less’ to make a comparative adjective between how flashy the two dresses are.

We can also use these comparative adjectives to explain something negative, too, for example:

Romantic comedies used to be popular, but they are less popular nowadays.
15 of 19 – Comparative and superlative – least
While comparative adjectives can use ‘less’ in their comparisons, superlatives can use ‘least’ in the same way:

Travelling by car is less expensive than by air, but the train is least expensive.

In this example we have a comparative adjective (‘less expensive’) and a superlative adjective (‘least expensive’).

Adding ‘less’ and ‘least’ – just like when we add ‘more’ or ‘most’ – still makes a comparative or a superlative adjective, it just becomes a phrase (because it includes two words) rather than one adjective alone (as is the case when we can add ‘er’ or ‘est’).

‘Less expensive’ can still be considered a comparative adjective then, even though we are adding a whole new word to the description.
16 of 19 – Question 4
Using the following choice of words; Taller, Strange, Fattest, Biggest, Big and Fatter, fill in the blanks for the chart below:

	Tall
	Blank
	Tallest

	Blank
	Bigger
	Blank

	Fat
	Blank
	Blank

	Blank
	Stranger
	Strangest



The correct chart should read:

	Tall
	Taller
	Tallest

	Big
	Bigger
	Biggest

	Fat
	Fatter
	Fattest

	Strange
	Stranger
	Strangest


17 of 19 – Question 5
Which of the following adjectives are in their correct superlative form?

Choose all that apply:
A. Most beautiful
B. Fastest
C. Faster
D. Beautifull-est
E. Most expensive
F. More intelligent

The correct answers are A, B and E, most beautiful, fastest and most expensive.
18 of 19 – Question 6
Using the following choice of words; heavier, smartest, thinnest, heaviest, joyful, most joyful and thinner, fill in the blanks for the sentences below:

Raj is thin, Marc is blank, but henry is definitely the blank.
Alfie is smart, David is smarter, but Carol is probably the blank.
Zake is blank, Billie is more joyful, but Phoebe is clearly the blank.
This textbook is heavy, the Mathematics ones are blank, but the Science ones are blank.

The correct sentences should read:

Raj is thin, Marc is thinner, but henry is definitely the thinnest.
Alfie is smart, David is smarter, but Carol is probably the smartest.
Zake is joyful, Billie is more joyful, but Phoebe is clearly the most joyful.
This textbook is heavy, the Mathematics ones are heavier, but the Science ones are heaviest.
19 of 19 – End
Well done! You have completed this session on adjectives.

In this session you have looked at:
· What an adjective is
· What a comparative adjective is
· What a superlative adjective is
· When to use different types of adjectives

If you have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
