 


 SPAG L2 – First, second and third person 
[bookmark: _GoBack]1 of 16 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on writing in the first, second and third person.
In this session we will cover:
· Definition of the first, second and third person
· Singular and plural pronouns
· Pronouns used in the first and third person
· Practical uses of the first, second and third person
· Possessive pronouns and adjective
· Common mistakes with grammar
2 of 16 – Question 1
Some people are used to the expression “first person” when referring to video games.
But what does this mean?
Which of the following statements best describes a first person game?
1. A player experiences the action himself or herself if as if through the eyes of the person!
2. The winner is the first person to complete a level.
Answer:
The correct answer is ‘A player experiences the action himself or herself if as if through the eyes of the person!’.
3 of 16 – What do we mean by the first, second and third person?
In ‘first person’ games, the gamer experiences the action as if he/she is doing it themselves.  They might say: ‘I did that lap in under a minute’ or ‘I shot 150 zombies on that last level.’  

We all take the ‘first, second and third person’ for granted, but it is important for us to know how and when to use them correctly.

To help you understand the first, second and third person, it is useful to think of a conversation between two people, me and you.  

We could be talking about ourselves or each other (me and you), or talking about another person or people (he, her, it, they).

First person - me

Second person – you

Third person – the ‘other’ person or people, for example, him, her, them, etc.

4 of 16 – Singular and plural nouns
In foreign languages and in English, the first, second and third person are used to show who is doing an action or who is being referred to.  For example, whether we are talking about ‘I’, ‘you’ or ‘he/she’.

We need to think about who we are referring to, but also how many people or things (nouns) we are talking about. 

Singular is only one.
Plural is more than one.
5 of 16 – Question 2
Sort the following nouns into either ‘singular’ or ‘plural’.
Nouns: exams, mysteries, stadium, person, videos, mice, mosque, cat
Answer:
The singular nouns were: Cat, mosque, person, stadium
The plural nouns were: Mice, videos, mysteries, exams
6 of 16 – Question 3
We use personal pronouns in this way as well.  For example: I, you, she, he, it, we and they.
Try to match the pronouns given to you, to the following definitions.
1. First person singular
2. First person plural
3. Second person singular
4. Third person singular
5. Third person plural
Pronouns: 
· They
· You
· He, she it
· We
· I
Answers:
1. I
2. We
3. You
4. He, she, it
5. They
7 of 16 – Question 4
We will now look at some common uses of the first, second and third person in everyday language.
You will read a short extract from a piece of written English, and all you have to do is identify whether it is written in the first, second or third person. Just tick the correct box. 
The extract reads:
‘Love song
‘You’re the meaning in my life
You’re the inspiration
You bring feeling to my life
You’re the inspiration’
Is the song written in the first person, second person or third person?
Answer:
The song was written in second person.
8 of 16 – Question 5
Are the following texts written in the first person, second person or third person?
1. A man won £1,000,000 in the EuroMillions last night. He was reported as being “over the moon” and is planning to spend the money on a new house and car.
2. ‘Got up at 8am to get ready for my job interview. Had a shower and breakfast and ironed my shirt. I caught the bus at 9 and got there in plenty of time. Mrs Patel, the boss, was really nice, she offered me the job there and then! Result!’
Answers:
1. Third person
2. First person






9 of 16 – Question 6
Are the following texts written in the first person, second person or third person?
1. ‘First, come out of the college and turn right towards the town centre.  The big church will be on your right.  Go up the alleyway between the post box and the corner shop.  The cinema’s on your left when you get to the end of the alleyway.  It will only take you five minutes.’
2. ‘Please state if this person is suitable for this position, with reference to his/her punctuality, reliability, honesty, time-keeping and relevant experience.’
Answers:
1. Second person
2. Third person
10 of 16 – Question 4
Are the following texts written in the first person, second person or third person?
1. ‘The four most prevalent religions in the UK are Christianity, Islam, Hinduism and Judaism. Christians account for the largest proportion of the population.’
2. ‘Seriously, this new bike is awesome - I’ve never seen anything like it!  Take it from me, the Moto Guzzi V7 is the best bike I’ve ever ridden.’
Answers:
1. Third person
2. First person
11 of 16 – Possessive pronouns
One of the most common spelling mistakes in English is with possessive pronouns using the first, second and third person.
What is a possessive pronoun?
This is a word that refers to a person or thing that belongs to a person, animal or thing.  Something that is ‘possessed’ by someone or something.  
An example would be:
‘Which of these drinks is yours?’
‘That coffee is mine.’
NOTE: these possessive pronouns never have an apostrophe!


12 of 16 – Question 8
What is the correct possessive adjective for each person? The first one is done for you.
Pronoun: First person singular
Possessive form: my
1. First person plural
2. Second person singular
3. Second person plural
4. Third person singular, feminine
5. Third person singular, masculine
6. Third person singular, neutral
7. Third person plural
Answers:
1. Our
2. Your
3. Your
4. Her
5. His
6. Its
7. Their
13 of 16 – Possessive adjectives – spelling mistakes
People often make spelling mistakes with the possessive adjectives ‘its’ and ‘their’.
Many people wrongly use an apostrophe in the possessive adjective ‘its’:
· The dog dropped it’s tennis ball in the river. Apostrophe – wrong
· The dog dropped its tennis ball in the river. No apostrophe - correct
It’s is short for ‘it is’ or ‘it has’, so needs an apostrophe.
Its means ‘belonging to it’ and does not need an apostrophe.
Also, the possessive adjective for the third person plural ‘they’ is their.





14 of 16 – I or me?
Many, many people get ‘I’ and ‘me’ mixed up. Most people are completely confused when to use which!
Here are two examples:
1. I patted the dog on the head.
2. The dog bit me.
Example 1: ‘I’ is the subject of the sentence – ‘I’ and the verb go together. 
It is ‘I’ that is doing the action.
Example 2: It is the dog who is doing the biting, so the dog is the subject of the 
sentence. ‘Me’ is the object of the action.
Use ‘I’ if I is the subject or is doing an action (a verb).
Use ‘me’ if the action is being done to me, or if ‘me’ has no verb attached to it.
15 of 16 – Question 9
Let’s test your understanding. Find the incorrect word in the following sentences and replace it with the correct word.
1. I found out that the cat was her’s all along.
2. The winners of the quiz were Sophie and I.
3. There’s yet another reason why your better.
4. She’s a better singer than me.
5. They’re music is terrible.
Answers:
1. I found out that the cat was hers all along. The word ‘her’s’ did not need an apostrophe.
2. The winners of the quiz were Sophie and me. The word ‘I’ should be ‘me’
3. There’s yet another reason why you’re better. The word ‘your’ should be ‘you’re’
4. She’s a better singer than I. The word ‘me’ should be ‘I’
5. Their music is terrible. The word ‘they’re’ should be ‘their’






16 of 16 – End
[bookmark: _Hlk29839239]Well done. You have completed this session on writing in the first, second and third person.
In this session we have covered:
· Definition of the first, second and third person
· Singular and plural pronouns
· Practical uses of the first, second and third person
· Possessive pronouns and adjectives
· Common mistakes with grammar
If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.

