
  SPAG L2 – Conditional sentences 
1 of 14 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on conditional sentences and ’if-clauses’. 
In this session we will cover:
· Conditional sentences
· Three types of conditional or ‘if-clauses’
· Conditional tenses
· The ‘was/were’ rule
2 of 14 – What is a conditional sentence?
We use conditional sentences every day of our lives. However, mistakes are common, especially in written English.
These sentences are usually in two halves, or ‘clauses’. One of the clauses usually contains the word ‘if’. 
For this reason, they are sometimes called ‘if-clauses’. They include an action or outcome that can only happen if the condition in the other clause is met.
Here is an example:
If you buy me that new game, I’ll love you forever!  
(Buying the game is the condition; loving is the outcome!)
3 of 14 – Question 1
Which of these sentences is a conditional sentence?

1. Now pass your English exams today.
2. If you pass your English exams we shall go on holiday.
3. Will you pass your English exams this year?

Answer:

If you pass your English exams we shall go on holiday.









4 of 14 – Question 2
With the verbs given to you, complete the following sentences.

1. If it blank, you’ll have to take an umbrella.
2. Her dad will stop her from going out if she blank revise tonight.
3. If I blank her number, I’ll give her a call.
4. If they blank that photo, I’ll report them to the safeguarding officer.
5. You’ll make a better impression at the interview if you blank a tie.

Verbs to choose from:
Be, may, stop, are, find, wear, post, rains, do, is, don’t, does, doesn’t, isn’t.

Answers: 

1. If it rains, you’ll have to take an umbrella.
2. Her dad will stop her from going out if she doesn’t revise tonight.
3. If I find her number, I’ll give her a call.
4. If they post that photo, I’ll report them to the safeguarding officer.
5. You’ll make a better impression at the interview if you wear a tie.
5 of 14 – Question 3
All of the sentences you have just completed use the same two ‘tenses’. We use different tenses of verbs depending on when we talk about the present, past or future.  Here are some examples:
· Present: I play
· Future: I will play or I’ll play
· Simple past: I played
· Conditional: I would play or I’d play
· Past perfect: I have played or I’ve played
· Conditional perfect: I would have played or I’d have played.
Match the name of correct tenses that these verbs are using:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk29917586]If it rains (blank), you’ll have (blank) to take an umbrella.
2. If he turned (blank) at my house, I’d tell (blank) him to leave.
Correct tenses: 
Conditional perfect, Future, Simple past, Conditional, Past perfect, Present
Answers:
1. If it rains (present), you’ll have (future) to take an umbrella.
2. If he turned (simple past) at my house, I’d tell (conditional) him to leave.




6 of 14 – Question 4
There is a very good reason why we have to know how and when to use these different tenses.  They make a big difference to the meaning of what we are saying.
The three sentences all use the same verbs, a similar ‘if-clause’ and a similar outcome. BUT our use of tenses depends on whether the condition is met in the past or present, so that the outcome happens or not.
Put the following sentences into the correct order. Put the one that is most likely to happen at the top. Put the one that cannot happen at the bottom.
1. If the person is guilty of that crime, they will go to prison.
2. If the person had been guilty of that crime, they would have gone to prison.
3. If the person were guilty of that crime they would go to prison.
Answers:
1. If the person is guilty of that crime, they will go to prison.
2. If the person were guilty of that crime they would go to prison.
3. If the person had been guilty of that crime, they would have gone to prison.
















7 of 14 – Practise with basic ‘if clauses’ and different tenses
In summary, our three types of sentences with ‘if clauses’ use different tenses to show if something is:
1) Likely to happen
2) Not likely to happen
3) Cannot happen, because the conditions were not met in the past 
Let’s look again at the three examples we saw earlier in Question 3.
Type 1: 
If the person is guilty of that crime, they will go to prison. 
(PRESENT TENSE + FUTURE)
The person is very likely (‘will’) to go to prison if they are guilty.
Type 2:
If the person were guilty of that crime, they would go to prison. 
(SIMPLE PAST + CONDITIONAL)
It’s unlikely that the person will go to prison, as it is unlikely that he or she is guilty.
Type 3: 
If the person had been guilty of that crime, they would have gone to prison. 
(PERFECT PAST + PERFECT CONDITIONAL)
The person will not be going to prison, because he or she was not guilty of that crime in the past.
8 of 14 – ‘Was’ or ‘were’ in type 2 conditional sentences
Before we do a quick recap exercise, there is one grammar rule we need to consider when making ‘type 2’ if-clauses in the simple past.  
The one verb that does not follow the usual rules in these type 2 if-clauses is the verb ‘to be’.
The verb ‘to be’ normally goes like this in the simple past tense:




9 of 14 – ‘Was’ or ‘were’ in type 2 conditional sentences - examples
However, in type 2 if-clauses using the past tense, we should use the verb ‘were’ for every subject. This might sound ‘wrong’ to you, but it is correct. 
Examples:
‘I was playing’ turns into ‘If I were playing, I’d be happy!’
‘I was quiet’ turns into ‘If I were quiet, you’d be happy!’
‘He was shouting’ turns into ‘If he were shouting, I’d have a headache!’
10 of 14 – Question 5
Make sure you have understood this ‘were’ rule by completeing the following sentences.  Pick ‘was’ or ‘were’. One of the sentences contains two gaps.
REMEMBER: the ‘were’ rule only applies to the ‘if clause’: in other words, the half of the sentence with the word ‘if’ in it!
Sentences:
1) If you blank in the Army, you would probably have to serve in Afghanistan.
2) I would buy a Ferrari if I blank really rich.
3) That building would be the tallest in Britain if it blank ten metres taller.
4) If my sister blank a more hard-working student, she would be at the top of her class, like I blank three years ago!
Answers:
1) If you were in the Army, you would probably have to serve in Afghanistan.
2) I would buy a Ferrari if I was really rich.
3) That building would be the tallest in Britain if it was ten metres taller.
4) If my sister was a more hard-working student, she would be at the top of her class, like I was three years ago!






11 of 14 – Putting conditional sentences into practice
Here is a challenge to see what you have learnt so far. You will read a short description of Alisha, her younger brother Ranbir and sister Ira, who are talking about Higher Education (HE) apprenticeships at their local college.  
Read it carefully as you will be asked questions. 
Alisha, the eldest, decided to get a job two years ago because she achieved a D in her GCSE English retake, and was not offered a place on an HE apprenticeship at the college.  She achieved grades DMM (Distinction/Merit/Merit) on her main course, however.
Ranbir is predicted grades PPP (Pass/Pass/Pass) on his course.  The college has offered him a place on a HE apprenticeship conditional on him achieving the grades MMM.
Ira is currently predicted straight Distinction grades on her course.  She has also been given a conditional offer of MMM for an HE apprenticeship at the college.
12 of 14 – Question 6
Decide whether the following statements are true or false.
1. Alisha could have got a place on a HE apprenticeship if she had got a grade C in her English GCSE.
2. If Alisha gets more than a grade D in English, she will get onto the HE apprenticeship.
3. Ranbir could get onto a HE apprenticeship if his results were MMM on higher.
4. If Ira achieves straight Merit grades on her course, she will get a place on a HE apprenticeship.
Answers:
1) True
2) False
3) True
4) True








13 of 14 – Question 7
To recap on everything we have covered in this session, read through the following sentences and try to identify the correct word to use in each. 
1) She could have become really ill if she blank called the doctor.
2) If Robbie Williams had stayed in Take That, the band blank much better.
3) I could blank been really good at playing the drums if I’d practiced more.
4) If the Earth blank hit by a giant asteroid, it could be destroyed.
Words to choose from: 
Were, was, hadn’t, could be, would’ve been, have, may
Answers:
1) She could have become really ill if she hadn’t called the doctor.
2) If Robbie Williams had stayed in Take That, the band would’ve been much better.
3) I could have been really good at playing the drums if I’d practiced more.
4) If the Earth were hit by a giant asteroid, it could be destroyed
14 of 14 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on conditional sentences and ’if-clauses’. 
In this session we have covered:
· Conditional sentences
· Three types of conditional or ‘if-clauses’
· Conditional tenses
· The ‘was/were’ rule
If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
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