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SPAG L2 – Sentence Features
1 of 17 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on sentence features.
In this session you will cover:
· Statements
· Commands
· Exclamations
· Questions
2 of 17 – Question 1
A basic sentence needs at least two components.
These are called “parts of speech”. These are needed to form a complete sentence which makes sense. What are the two parts of speech that every sentence must contain?
Select two parts from following options:
Subject, Object, Verb, Adjective, Adverb, Punctuation, Article, Connective, Pronoun
Answers:
Subject and Verb
3 of 17 – Question 2
Answer this question.
There are four main functions of sentences. Choose the correct definition for each of the following descriptions.

1. A sentence that tells you something, or gives information.  It ends with a full stop.

2. A sentence that tells you to do something. These can be very short, forceful or angry.  They can end with a full stop or an exclamation mark - ‘!’

3. A sentence that asks you something.  These sentences usually end with a question mark - ‘?’

4. A sentence that tells you something, while conveying some emotion, such as excitement, surprise, fear or amusement. It can be very short and often ends with an exclamation mark -  ‘!’

The four main functions are: Statement, Command, Question and Exclamation.

Answers:

1. Statement
2. Command
3. Question
4. Exclamation
4 of 17 – Question 3
A ‘statement’ is a sentence that tells us something, or gives information. 
Remember, statements that convey emotions, such as excitement, are called ‘exclamations’.

Which of these sentences are NOT statements?

1. I know grammar is important.
2. How can I improve?
3. I know: I will just keep practising.
4. It helps me improve the way I write and speak English.
5. But I hate it and find it so different!

Answers: 

Sentences 2 and 5 are not statements.
5 of 17 – Commands
A ‘command’ is a sentence that tells you to do something. These can sometimes be very short, forceful or angry, or just be giving instructions.  They can end with a full stop or an exclamation mark - ‘!’ 
Many commands can start with the word ‘please’.
· Please text me your address.
· Please stop doing that.
Some commands can be simple instructions.
· Make sure the batteries are inserted the right way round.
· Don’t forget to comb your hair.
Others can be like orders, from a boss, teacher, parent, road sign etc..
· Don’t ever do that again!
· Keep off the grass.









6 of 17 – Question 4
Recipes, instruction manuals and YouTube demonstration videos, are just some of the many ways that we see and hear commands used every day.
Put these ‘commands’ from a simple cooking recipe into the correct order.
1. After four minutes, take the egg out of the water with a large spoon. 
2. When the water is boiling, place the egg in the pan.
3. Place the egg in an egg cup. 
4. Place the saucepan on the hob and set to a medium heat.
5. Crack open the top of the egg with a spoon and slice off the top.
6. Season with salt or pepper, to taste. 
7. Half fill a small saucepan with water.
Answer: 
1. Half fill a small saucepan with water.
2. Place the saucepan on the hob and set to a medium heat.
3. When the water is boiling, place the egg in the pan.
4. After four minutes, take the egg out of the water with a large spoon.
5. Place the egg in an egg cup.
6. Crack open the top of the egg with a spoon and slice off the top.
7. Season with salt or pepper, to taste.

7 of 17 – Questions
Questions can be formed in a number of different ways, but always end with a question mark!
The simplest way is to begin a question with one of the interogative or ‘question’ words beginning with ‘w and h’.
Examples of question words are:
· What
· Where
· Why
· Whose
· When 
· Who 
· Which
There are also other that don’t begin with w and h, such as:
· How
· How many
· How much
8 of 17 – Question 5
Match the following words with the appropriate sentences:
Words: Why, Who, What, Where, How, When
Sentences:
1. Blank are you not coming tonight?
2. Blank did you say? I did not hear you.
3. Blank is my phone? I cannot find it anywhere.
4. Blank do you say ‘hello’ in Urdu?
5. Blank is this please? Your number is not recognised.
6. Blank does this lesson finish?
Answers:
1. Why are you not coming tonight?
2. What did you say? I did not hear you.
3. Where is my phone? I cannot find it anywhere.
4. How do you say ‘hello’ in Urdu?
5. Who is this please? Your number is not recognised.
6. When does this lesson finish?
9 of 17 – Inversion
The less obvious but very common way to ask a question is to use the ‘inversion’ of the subject and the ‘auxiliary’ verb of your sentence.
Auxiliary verbs include: ‘have/has’, ‘am/is/are’, ‘do’, ‘can’, ‘may’ and ‘will’.
For example:
‘I have finished my pizza.’
The auxiliary verb is ‘have’ and the main verb is ‘finished’.
‘Can I play your guitar?’
The auxiliary verb is ‘Can’ and the main verb is ‘play’.






10 of 17 – Questions: Inversion
We can also turn a statement into a question, just by swapping the subject and the auxiliary verb around.
Here are some example of how you can change a statement to a question.
‘Dad has finished reading the paper.’ is a statement. 
‘Has Dad finished reading the paper?’ is a question.
‘I am.’ is a statement.
‘Am I?’ is a question.
In the next question, you will need to type in the correct verb for the sentence.
For instance, you cannot say ‘is they Villa supporters?’ The subject and verb do not agree!
11 of 17 – Question 6
Answer this question
Complete the following sentence by using the correct form of the verb.  Do not forget to check that your subject and verb ‘agree’.  
Also, you might have to put your verb into the ‘conditional’ tense.  We do this without thinking, every day. For example, the conditional form of ‘can’ is ‘could’ and ‘will’ is ‘would’.
1. Blank your dog like biscuits?
2. Blank I bring my girlfriend to the party?
3. Blank you like some more cake?
Answers:
1. Does your dog like biscuits?
2. Can I bring my girlfriend to the party?
3. Would you like some more cake?
12 of 17 – Exclamations
We see and hear exclamations every day. They express emotions such as surprise, pleasure, excitement, humor and anger. Exclamations end in an exclamation mark!
Exclamations are not used very often in formal, written English. However, some celebrities use them deliberately on social media to convey their anger, disapproval or excitement about what is happening in their lives, or to convey their anger, disapproval or to convey an idea more strongly.
Some examples would be:
· OMG! 
· LOL!

13 of 17 – Question 7
Put your understanding to the test with the following question. Match six parts of the same conversation with the correct feature: statement, question, exclamation or command.
1. Oh no!
2. What is it?
3. I think I have left my bike in the park.
4. You idiot!
5. What shall I do?
6. Just go around and check it is still there!
Answers:
1. ‘Oh no!’ is an exclamation.
2. ‘What is it?’ is a question.
3. ‘I think I have left my bike in the park.’ Is a statement.
4. ‘You idiot!’ is an exclamation.
5. ‘What shall I do?’ is a question.
6. ‘Just go around and check it is still there!’ is a command.

14 of 17 – Question 8
Find the mistake in each of the following sentence. It could be a capital letter, spelling, or subject/verb agreement.
Also, state the correct punctuation to go at the end of the sentence; a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark.
· wow this is the best gig ever
Answer:
The word ‘wow’ should have a capital letter. 
The punctuation at the end of the sentence should be an exclamation mark.

15 of 17 – Question 9
State the correct punctuation to go at the end of the following sentence. (a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark).
· Intolerance of other people’s religions is the biggest problem facing Britain today
Answers:
The correct punctuation is a full stop.
16 of 17 – Question 10
State the correct punctuation to go at the end of the following sentences. (a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark).
· Who’s scissors are these
· Get off that wall now
Answers:
The first sentence should have a question mark at the end.
The second sentence should have an exclamation mark at the end.
17 of 17 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on sentence features.
In this session we have covered:
· Statements
· Commands
· Exclamations
· Questions
If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.

