
English Level 2 – Fact and Opinion
1 of 13 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on fact and opinion.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In this session we will be covering:
· Fact and opinion
· Language used to express fact and opinion
· Misleading facts
· Bias
· Blending fact and opinion
2 of 13 – Fact and Opinion
Do you know the difference between fact and opinion?

What is a fact?
A fact is a piece of information that can be proven to be true

Note:
A false fact is a piece of information that is presented in a factual way, but which can be proven to be inaccurate.

What is an opinion?
An opinion is a person’s subjective viewpoint. Because it cannot be verified as a fact it is an opinion. Once it is verified it is no longer an opinion but a fact.
3 of 13 – Language used to express fact and opinion
One way to distinguish between fact and opinion is to look at the language used.

Language helps us to decide whether a statement can be backed up with evidence and verified in some way, or if the statement is someone’s opinion.

Examples of the language we use to express facts are:
· This review has demonstrated
· According to the results of the latest poll …
· The latest findings confirm …
· Researchers have recently discovered …

Examples of the language we use to express opinions:
· The company claims that …
· The research team argues that …
· In Professor Donald’s view …
· Most experts in this field suspect that …
4 of 13 – Misleading facts
Factual information can be misleading. For example: ‘92% of people said that their preferred type of fruit is an apple’

This is a potentially misleading fact because the quotation gives no indication of the survey’s limitations.
Where and when this survey was conducted might impact on the results that it yielded.

Consider the difference it might make if the person conducting the survey was standing in the apple section of a supermarket, and they only asked people buying apples.

In this case, you might expect the response to be this high

You need to be aware of how statistics can be manipulated in this fashion. It doesn’t necessarily mean the statistics are factually inaccurate, but they may be misleading.
5 of 13 – Bias
Bias is when a writer uses facts to promote their own subjective viewpoint.

By blending fact and opinion writers give the impression that their text is balanced and based on careful opinion, even if they are using misleading facts.

An audience is much more likely to be convinced about something when they are given facts to support an opinion.

Watch the following video:
Distinguishing between fact and opinion
6 of 13 – Blending fact and opinion
Here is a summary of why people blend fact and opinion:
1. Writers have their own opinions and this is what they promote in their writing
2. In order to make their opinion seem credible, a writer needs to base what they are saying on fact. A writer will then try to back up their opinion by employing relevant facts.
3. This has the effect of basing the writer’s subjective viewpoint in fact. As a result, readers are much more inclined to accept a subjective viewpoint because it seems believable.
4. However, when a writer cannot find the facts that precisely back up their argument, they may use misleading data or manipulate the findings of research.
7 of 13 – Question 1
Which of the following statements is a fact?
A. Research shows that girls do better than boys in examinations
B. Girls are cleverer than boys

The answer is A, research shows that girls do better than boys in examinations. 
8 of 13 – Question 2
Which of the following statements are opinions?

Choose all that apply.
A. TV dramas teach you essential things about life
B. Harry Potter was the creation of J.K. Rowling
C. In 1966, England were lucky to beat Germany 4-2
D. School days are the best days of your life

The correct answers are A, C and D, TV dramas teach you essential things about life, in 1966, England were lucky to beat Germany 4-2 and school days are the best days of your life.
9 of 13 – Question 3
The following sentences form a paragraph. Decide whether each sentence is an example of a fact or an opinion.
1. This has to be the most exciting game of football that I’ve ever seen.
2. David Beckham is easily the best player on the pitch.
3. He has scored 5 goals so far this season.
4. I think he’ll score a lot more.

The correct answers are:
This has to be the most exciting game of football that I’ve ever seen. This is an example of an opinion.
David Beckham is easily the best player on the pitch. This is an example of an opinion.
He has scored 5 goals so far this season. This is an example of a fact.
I think he’ll score a lot more. This is an example of an opinion.
10 of 13 – Question 4
The following sentences form a paragraph. Decide whether each sentence is an example of a fact or an opinion.
1. Tomorrow is an important day for the pop group, BoysRUs.
2. They release their third single tomorrow
3. Their last 2 singles have gone straight into the charts at number 1.
4. This new single, however, is an awful mix of pop and blues music.

The correct answers are:
Tomorrow is an important day for the pop group, BoysRUs. This is an example of an opinion.
They release their third single tomorrow. This is an example of a fact.
Their last 2 singles have gone straight into the charts at number 1. This is an example of a fact.
This new single, however, is an awful mix of pop and blues music. This is an example of an opinion.
11 of 13 – Question 5
The following sentences form a paragraph. Decide whether each sentence is an example of a fact or an opinion.
1. You should try the new Superclean bathroom cleaner. 
2. It’ll leave your bathroom so clean that you won’t believe your eyes! 
3. It uses a mixture of soap and bleach to get rid of dust and grime. 
4. Superclean is available now for only £1.99 a bottle. 

The correct answers are:
You should try the new Superclean bathroom cleaner, is an example of an opinion
It’ll leave your bathroom so clean that you won’t believe your eyes!, is an example of an opinion
It uses a mixture of soap and bleach to get rid of dust and grime, is an example of a fact.
Superclean is available now for only £1.99 a bottle, is an example of a fact.
12 of 13 – Task
Download the accompanying PDF Fact and Opinion Task and complete the questions. 
13 of 13 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on fact and opinion.

In this session we have covered:
· Fact and opinion
· Language used to express fact and opinion
· Misleading facts
· Bias
· Blending fact and opinion

If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
