Prevent
– Religious Extremism
1 of 21 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on religious terrorism.
By the end of this session, you will be able to:
· Understand what religious terrorism is
· Understand what a proscribed group is
· Know some examples of religious extremist groups and terrorist acts
· Understand the core features of religious extremist methodology
2 of 21 – Content warning
This session contains information that you may find uncomfortable or distressing. ​
We recommend ensuring that you have access to wellbeing support for yourself before proceeding through the session, in case you need it. ​
If you need to stop and return to this session you can do so at any time.​
3 of 21 – Religious terrorism
Terrorism is the unlawful use of violence or intimidation, especially against civilians. It has been around for thousands of years, with groups using violence and fear as terrorist acts to spread their messages, control people and seize power. ​
A religious terrorist group is any group who commit terrorist acts in the name of a religion or religious belief. They are often religious extremists, with extreme religious beliefs.
Religious extremists believe that their religion is the only true one. They have more extreme and violent beliefs than most other people who follow that religion, such as believing all people who don’t believe as they do should be killed, or that women should be kept as slaves. 
It is important to remember that being a devout follower of a religion does not make someone a religious extremist or a terrorist. 
4 of 21 – Religious terrorism examples
People have been fighting because of their religious beliefs for thousands of years, so there are many examples in history of groups of people who would today be considered religious terrorists. Let’s look at some historic examples of religious terrorists. 
· In the 1st century, the Judean supporters used terrorism to expel the Roman Empire from Israel. 
· Christians carried out the Crusades from 1095 to the 15th century, in which many thousands of Muslim people were killed. 
· Between the 11th and 13th centuries, the Islamic Hashishiyah (or Assassins) in Persia and Syria targeted mainly Jewish and Roman communities.
· From the 1860s to the present day, the Ku Klux Klan have been murdering and threatening people from non-white, or non-American backgrounds in the name of Christianity.
· Since the partition of India in 1947, there have been many attacks by Hindu extremist groups on people of other religions, especially Muslims, killing tens of thousands of people. 
5 of 21 – Proscribed organisations
Under the Terrorism Act 2000, the government can designate a terrorist group as a proscribed organisation. This means there are certain laws that relate to these groups and people who associate with them. A group doesn’t have to be a proscribed organisation in order to commit terrorist acts or be charged with them, and a person doesn’t have to be a member or supporter of one of these groups in order to be a terrorist. 
Proscribed organisations:
· Commit or participate in acts of terrorism
· Prepare for terrorism
· Promote, glorify or encourage terrorism
· Are otherwise concerned with terrorism
There are currently (September 2021) over 90 proscribed terrorist organisations recognised by the UK. Many of these have a religious focus. You can see a full list on the government’s website by clicking on the website link below.
Website link.
6 of 21 – Terrorism in the Middle East and Africa
Inside a blast furnace, the iron ore is broken up into smaller pieces to allow the reaction to happen more quickly. Then it is mixed with carbon and limestone and poured in through the top of the furnace. 
At the bottom of the furnace, air is introduced and in the hot central zones the oxygen from that air allows the chemical reactions take place. Waste carbon dioxide escapes through the upper vents and the iron and slag falls to the bottom to be removed. 
7 of 21 – What is Islam?
Islam is the Muslim religion. Muslims believe in one God they know as Allah, and follow the teachings of Muhammed, a prophet or messenger of God. Their religious text is the Qur’an, and they worship collectively at a mosque. 
Muslim life is centred around the five pillars of Islam:
· Declaration of faith
· Praying five times a day
· Giving money to charity
· Fasting during the month of Ramadam
· Making a pilgrimage (a special journey) to Makkah at least once in their lives
Islam is the world’s second-largest religion, with nearly 2 billion followers worldwide.  
8 of 21 – Islamic extremism
Most Muslims, like most people, are peaceful and law-abiding. However, as with most religions, there are a small number of people who believe in very extreme ideas of Islam, none of which are taught in the Qur'an. It is important to remember that the majority of Muslims neither agree with nor support the behaviour of these Islamic extremists. 
There are many different Islamic extremist groups operating across the world, however most of them have a similar goal; the establishment of an ‘Islamic State’ under an extreme interpretation of Sharia law. Many profess hatred of Christianity and “the West”, which is why we see the effects of their actions here in the UK. 
You will probably have heard of many terrorist attacks carried out by Islamic extremist groups, such as the World Trade Centre and Pentagon attacks in the USA in 2001, or the attacks in Paris in France in 2015.
9 of 21 – Sharia law	
Islamic extremists are often associated with the desire to establish Sharia law, but Sharia is not in itself an extreme belief. 
Sharia is the Islamic legal system, taking its information from the Qur'an, the Islamic holy book. Where answers are not found in the book itself, religious scholars may make decisions about particular topics or questions. Sharia is a code Muslims live by and it covers all aspects of life, including things like giving money to charity, what to wear, praying and fasting. 
There are many types of Islamic law, and each interprets the texts differently according to their local beliefs, customs and interpretation of Islam itself. This is why some groups, such as Islamic extremists, can interpret and carry out Sharia law in very extreme ways compared to other groups. 
Although Sharia is often a code of ethical conduct, part of it deals with crime and punishment. This is the area where extremists differ from most Muslims, as extremists will believe Sharia law calls for punishments such as cutting off a thief’s hand or publicly beating women who are seen in public with men.  
10 of 21 – Islamic states and caliphates
The phrase ‘Islamic State’ has a few meanings when discussing Islamic extremism and terrorism. 
Many Islamic extremist groups wish to create an ‘Islamic State’. This would be a government under Islamic rule, who live by Sharia law, though as we discussed on the previous slide extremist groups want to follow extreme versions of this. This kind of rule is known as a caliphate, and extremist groups have been known to declare a caliphate exists and that they are in charge of it. 
Traditional caliphates have existed for thousands of years and are an important part of Islamic history. They were ruled by a caliph, who were chosen by the people and, despite being leaders, were not above the law themselves. Different caliphates could represent the beliefs of different groups of Muslims. Today the term caliphate is usually associated with illegitimate terrorist rule, who use the concept which many Muslims have a fond historical recollection of as one of the ways they attempt to legitimalise their otherwise extreme and violent views. 
Islamic State is also the name of one of the more prominent Islamic extremist groups. Set up in 2013, they are also known as IS, ISIS, ISIL, Daesh and various other names. They particularly want to rule Iraq and Syria (or Levant), which is where their acronyms come from; the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) or Islamic State of Iraq and Levant (ISIL). Daesh represents the acronym as it appears in Arabic. They declared themselves rulers of their own caliphate in 2014 and demand people acknowledge them or face deportment or death. They are very vocal about their hatred of Christianity and “the West”, by which they mean Europe and America particularly. 
11 of 21 – Jihad
Islamic extremists often describe themselves as Jihadist or Jihadi. 
Many people assume because of this that Jihad means holy war, however this is not true. Jihad actually means struggle, and for most Muslims represents the personal, internal struggle of trying to be a good Muslim. 
Click on the link below to learn more about what Jihad means to modern Muslims. 
Website link - what does Jihad actually mean?
Jihad, like many other concepts, has been appropriated by extremist groups to support their violent and extreme ideologies. They do this to help them recruit new supporters, as they create a convincing narrative that their interpretations of these traditional ideas are the ones that people should follow and believe in. 
12 of 21 – The words of the Qur’an
As well as appropriating traditional Islamic ideas and values, Islamic extremists also twist the teaching of their holy book the Qur’an to justify their own plans for domination of the Middle East and to persuade ordinary people to follow their violent ways. 
Some statements from the Qur’an that they have misused include:
· Surely the way of life acceptable to Allah is Islam
· A person who follows a way of life different to Islam will be a ‘loser in the Hereafter’ (after death)
· The decision-makers and the administrators of an Islamic State should possess high standard of conduct and character
· “Those who believe… and strive (‘jihad’) in the cause of God with their money and their lives, are far greater in rank in the sight of God. These are the winners.”
Nowhere in the Qur’an does it say that non-Muslims or any other people should be attacked or killed.
13 of 21 – Christian extremism
Extremists can be found in many religions, and Christianity is no exception. Although they do not receive the same media attention as the large and vocal Islamic extremist groups, there are many examples of Christian extremism through history and continuing today. Click on the tabs to explore some of them.
Gunpowder Plot – In the 1600s in Britain, a group of English Catholics attempted to assassinate the Protestant King, James I, by blowing up the Houses of Parliament in London. They wanted to return Catholic rule to the country as they disagreed with the Protestant beliefs. 
Ku Klux Klan – Originally a social club for Confederate soldiers following the American Civil War in the 1860s, the Ku Klux Klan quickly became a violent Protestant religious group who targeted people of other races, religions and those who engaged in what they considered “immoral” practices. They say they want to “re-establish Protestant Christian values in American by any means possible” and continue to be associated with violent and terrorist acts today.
Westboro Baptist Church – A small but vocal group of independent Baptist Christians who are based in America. They began protesting violently in the 1980s, their targets including Jews, Muslims and the LGBT+ community. 
14 of 21 – Common themes of Christian extremism
Christianity is a complex religion with many branches with differing beliefs. The two groups who most often come into conflict with one another are Protestants and Catholics, a struggle that dates back to the forming of the Protestant church in the 16th century Reformation in response to the perceived opulence of the Catholic church and its doctrine of papal supremacy. 
The main focus of Christian extremism is often a desire to install or restore their particular Christian beliefs to the government of their nation. This frequently includes directing hate and violence towards groups of people and beliefs that they oppose their extreme Christian views, such as:
· People of other Christian denominations
· People of other religions
· People who identify as LGBT+
· People of other races to themselves
· People who make decisions they see as non-traditional, such as being pro-abortion
Christian extremists often blame global events such as natural disasters and diseases on the behaviour or existence of these groups they dislike, such as saying that an earthquake happened because God doesn’t like gay people, or an epidemic broke out because their government allowed an abortion law to be passed. 
15 of 21 – Hindu extremism
Not often seen in the UK, Hindu extremism is more prevalent in India where terrorist acts are carried out by Hindu extremist groups such as Hindutva and other extreme Hindu nationalist organisations. 
You may see Hindu extremism referred to as the ‘saffron terror’, which is a reference to the colour of saffron which is often associated with these terrorist groups; however, the term is unpopular with some people, particularly in India. 
Hindu extremists want people to conform to their ideas of Hinduism, and persecute Christians and other religious minorities in India through acts of violence and humiliation. Although most of their focus is within India, they have been known to target events or people outside of the country, particularly if they are critical of Hindu nationalism.
16 of 21 – The core features of religious extremism
No matter which religion they claim to represent, religious extremists usually have various things in common.
· Claiming to represent the ‘true’ version of the religion
· Using traditional aspects of the religion in a violent or extreme way
· Misquoting or misrepresenting the words of their holy text
· Advocating violence, banishment or death to people who do not acknowledge and follow their beliefs
By twisting familiar elements to suit their own needs, positively asserting their own authority and harshly punishing those who disagree with them, the extremist groups convert good people who believe, often devoutly, in mainstream religions. Therefore, it is important that counter-terrorism groups work with mainstream religious groups to ensure their followers can spot extremist ideologies if they begin to show themselves, preventing people from being drawn into religious extremism. 
17 of 21 – Question 1
Indicate if the following statement is true or false.
Being a devout follower of a religion makes you a religious extremist or a terrorist. 
Answer:
The correct answer is false. Being a devout follower of a religion does not make you a religious extremist or a terrorist.
18 of 21 – Question 2
Which group of Christians was responsible for trying to blow up the Houses of Parliament in the 1600s?
a) Catholics
b) Protestants
c) Baptists
d) Methodists
Answer:
The correct answer is a. Catholics were responsible for trying to blow up the Houses of Parliament in the 1600s to kill the Protestant king. 
19 of 21 – Question 3
What is a jihad?
a) An area of Islamic rule, governed by a caliph
b) The Islamic holy text
c) Struggle, often used to represent the struggle to be a good Muslim
d) Islamic holy law
Answer:
The correct answer is c. 
20 of 21 – Question 4
Which of the following are core features of religious extremism?
Choose all that apply. 
a) Claiming to represent the ‘true’ version of the religion
b) Using traditional aspects of the religion but in a violent or extreme way
c) Inventing new ideas that only women must follow
d) Misquoting or misrepresenting the words of their holy text
e) Advocating violence, banishment or death to people who do not acknowledge and follow their beliefs
f) Avoiding speaking to media outlets
Answer: 
The correct answers are a, b, d and e.
21 of 21 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on religious terrorism.
You should now:
· Understand what religious terrorism is
· Understand what a proscribed group is
· Know some examples of Islamic and Christian extremism
· Understand the core features of religious extremist methodology
If you have any questions about anything covered in this session, speak to your tutor for more help.
