
Prevent – Terrorism and Human Rights
1 of 19 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on terrorism and human rights.

By the end of this session you will:
· Know what the Human Rights Act 1998 is
· Understand how the Human Rights Act helps to protect people’s individual freedoms
· Know when there are exceptions in the Human Rights Act to prevent terrorism
2 of 19 – Content warning
This session contains information that you may find uncomfortable or distressing.

We recommend ensuring that you have access to wellbeing support for yourself before proceeding through the session in case you need it.

If you need to stop and return to this session, you can do so at any time.
3 of 19 – Using the law to protect people
The British government takes the freedom, liberty and protection of its people very seriously.

This session will focus on an extremely important piece of legislation that was introduced to protect all of our country’s people from anything that will prevent them from enjoying a peaceful and free life: The Human Rights Act 1998.

We will explore a number of sections of these laws in detail. This will help us gain a better understanding of how our laws can help protect us.
4 of 19 – The Human Rights Act
The Human Rights Act 1998 is a piece of legislation that sets out protection in law for everyone’s basic rights and freedoms, known as our human rights.

There are 16 rights covered by the act, with each one addressed in a separate article. The rights protected by the act come from the European Convention on Human Rights.

The Human Rights Act sets out a minimum standard for how the government should treat everyone. When a new law is being considered, it must be checked to ensure it complies with the Human Rights Act before it can be passed.
5 of 19 – Article 2: The Right to Life
Article 2: The Right to Life, has two main points:
· Everyone’s right to life is protected by law
· No-one should be deprived of life unless under certain circumstances

Article 2 does contain some exceptions to these rights.

When could it be acceptable to accidentally or deliberately take another person’s life? Here are some suggestions:
· When reasonable or necessary force is used during an arrest
· While preventing the escape of a person lawfully detained
· While trying to stop a riot
· While conducting a lawful arrest
· When defending another person from unlawful violence

6 of 19 – Article 3: Prohibition of Torture
Article 3: Prohibition of Torture is very simple and brief:
‘No-one shall be subjected to torture or to inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.’

Things under the act that you are protected against include:
· Physical assault​
· Abuse in a health or care setting​
· Torture​
· Degrading punishment​
· Deportation if doing so will subject you to torture or mistreatment​
​
These protections are absolute, which means they cannot be taken away from you under any circumstance.

7 of 19 – Article 5: Right to Liberty and Security
Article 5 states that everyone has the right to liberty and security.  In other words, we all have the right to be free and safe living in our country and you can only be arrested and imprisoned if you have done something wrong, or there is reasonable suspicion that you have done so.

If you are arrested, the Act means that you must be:​
· Told in a language you understand and what charges you face​
· Taken to court and face trial promptly​
· Entitled to bail if certain conditions are met​
· Entitled to compensation if you have been unlawfully detained​
· Entitled to challenge your detention if you think it is unlawful

8 of 19 – Exceptions to Article 5: Right to Liberty and Security
There are some exceptions to this right. If a person has committed a crime and has been sent to prison they are no longer entitled to their freedom. 

The following are also valid reasons for a person to be legally deprived of their liberty:
· When convicted legally by an official court of law 
· For health reasons, to protect yourself or others​
· When attempting to enter the country illegally​
· If you are going to be deported or extradited​
· When you have not done something a court has asked you to do

9 of 19 – Article 8: Right to Respect for Private and Family Life
Article 8 states that “everyone has the right to respect for his private and family life, his home and his correspondence.” This means that no-one has the right to read, look at or listen to our private communication with other people, unless we want them to. 
 
There are exceptions to this right, particularly when it comes to combatting terrorism and supporting public safety. What do you think they might be? Here are those exceptions: 
· If national security is threatened
· If public safety is in danger
· If the country’s economic (financial) well-being is threatened

10 of 19 – Article 9: Freedom of Thought, Conscience and Religion
In Article 9, the government states very clearly that people have the right to freely think what they like and to worship whatever religion they choose to, or not to have a religion at all. 

It also protects your right to decline to do something if it goes against your religious belief, such as swearing an oath on a bible, or working on a particular day of the week which is associated with rest in your religion.​
 
In the UK, one of the four fundamental British values is to be respectful and tolerant towards everyone, including people of different faiths to ourselves. 

Religious extremism is often centred around the idea that one religious belief is correct whilst others are wrong, or inferior to it. This is why Article 9 is important, because it emphasises the importance of everyone’s beliefs and faiths being treated equally by the law, the government and by individual people. 

Religious extremists who preach of their superiority or other’s inferiority of belief are illegal. This doesn’t mean that you have to like or agree with someone else’s belief, just that you have to accept that it is their right to believe it if they want to.

11 of 19 – Article 10: Freedom of Expression
This section of the Human Rights Act states that everyone has the right to express themselves freely.  This means that we are all allowed to:
· Hold our own opinions
· Speak our own opinions
· Receive and share information without interference from the authorities
· 
But we are not free to express opinions or ideas that could harm other people or the country as a whole. 

Can you think about how freedom of expression or free speech could be dangerous? 

When people use their words to encourage others to hate or hurt someone else, this is a danger to other people. 

Remember: our Human Rights Act allows all of us freedom to speak our opinions, but not if they mean any harm, extreme hatred or prejudice to others.


12 of 19 – Article 14: Prohibition of Discrimination
Discrimination occurs when you are treated differently to someone else without a good reason, usually because of a personal trait or your background, such as the colour of your skin, who your family is or the language you speak. 

Article 14 of the Human Rights Act protects you from discrimination for any of the other rights described in the Act. This is important because it means that everyone is entitled to these freedoms and it is illegal for anyone to treat you differently because of the choices you make or the person you are. 

This article also covers what is known as indirect discrimination, which is when something that supposedly applies to everyone equally actually disadvantages an individual or group of people. For example, requiring employees to be a certain height might disadvantage women who are naturally shorter, younger people or people with disabilities. 

13 of 19 – How the Act protects our freedoms
The Human Rights Act sets out the freedoms we are all entitled to in our daily lives, from the big things like the right to life, to the more personal freedoms such as who we choose to have relationships with and what we choose to believe. By doing so, it makes it illegal to prevent someone from having these freedoms. This means people who are committing acts of terrorism are breaking the law by removing these freedoms from us.

There are many ways this might happen, from people being captured and tortured to people being killed in the name of a terrorist organisation.  

Although some things, such as killing people, would already be illegal, the Human Rights Act makes it clear that it is also not acceptable to promote hate speech, to stop people from believing in their choice of religion or prevent people from accessing things like education and healthcare for any reason.

14 of 19 – Exceptions for the prevention of terrorism
Article 15 of the European Convention on Human Rights, which is the document upon which the UK’s Human Rights Act is based, provides a legal exemption for some of the articles in “time of an emergency”. The immediate threat of terrorism is an example of one such “emergency”. 

These exceptions, which are in line with those already discussed in this session, allow people suspected of committing or about to commit a terrorist act to be detained or held before a trial or conviction is set or made. 

This allows for these individuals to be removed from society as quickly as possible so that they cannot commit harm. It is important to note, however, that these powers will only last for a defined period of time and once the emergency or the urgency of the situation has past the individual will still have the right to a fair trial as the Act demands. 

15 of 19 – Question 1
Indicate if the following statement is true or false:

The Human Rights Act 1998 is a piece of legislation that sets out protection in law for everyone’s basic rights and freedoms, known as our human rights. There are 18 rights covered by act, with each one addressed in a separate article. 

The correct answer is false. The Human Rights Act 1998 is a piece of legislation that sets out protection in law for everyone’s basic rights and freedoms, known as our human rights. There are 16 rights covered by act, with each one addressed in a separate article. 

16 of 19 – Question 2
Why is Article 9 important? Select the correct answer.
a) Because it emphasises the importance of everyone’s beliefs and faiths being treated equally by everyone
b) Because it allows people to marry anyone they want to
c) Because it ensures people are not subject to torture or inhuman treatment
d) Because it prevents people from discriminating against other people
The correct answer is a) because it emphasises the importance of everyone’s beliefs and faiths being treated equally by everyone.

17 of 19 – Question 3
Indicate if the following statement is true or false:

Our human rights are all absolute and can never be denied in any way.

The correct answer is false. Some of our human rights have exceptions, such as being able to deny someone their liberty if they have committed a crime, or at risk of infecting people with a contagious disease. 

18 of 19 – Question 4
What does it mean if a protection from an article is absolute? Select the correct answer.
a) It can only be taken away from you if you have broken the law
b) It can never be altered in law
c) It cannot be taken away from you under any circumstance
d) It applies in all countries around the world

The correct answer is c) it cannot be taken away from you under any circumstance.

19 of 19 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on terrorism and human rights.

You should now:
· Know what the Human Rights Act 1998 is
· Understand how the Human Rights Act helps to protect people’s individual freedoms
· Know when there are exceptions in the Human Rights Act to prevent terrorism

If you have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
