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SPAG L2 – Subordinate Connectives
1 of 21 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on subordinate connectives.
In this session we will cover:
· Definition of ‘subordinating’ and ‘connectives’  
· Definition of ‘conjunctions’
· Independent and dependent clauses
· Introduction to common connectives and conjunctions
· Working with different connectives and conjunctions
· Selecting the best connectives and conjunctions
2 of 21 – What are subordinating connectives and conjunctions?
What do the words subordinating, connectives and conjunctions mean?  
Subordinating:
We know that the prefix ‘sub’ means ‘under’ like a submarine, ‘sub bass’ or substitute.
If an army officer has ‘subordinates’, these are the soldiers of a lower rank who work for, or under, him or her.  Subordinates depend on his/her leadership.
Subordinate means dependent or less important.
Conjunction/Connectivess:
Conjunctions and connectives mean the same thing.
Conjunctions and connectives are ‘joining’ words that can connect two halves of a sentence (clauses) together.
Examples are “and” and  “or”.
3 of 21 – Question 1
What are connectives and conjunctions?  

1. More than two words that can go together
2. Two words that can combine to form a new word
3. Joining words that can connect two halves of a sentence

Answer:

Joining words that can connect two halves of a sentence

4 of 21 – Question 2
What is a subordinate?

1. More important, dominant
2. Dependant, less important
3. Superior, better

Answer:

Dependant and less important.
5 of 21 – Independent and dependent clauses
There are two main types of clauses:
As we have seen in a previous session, we know that:
· Independent clauses are the ‘main’ part of a sentence
· Independent clauses can stand as complete sentences on their own
· Dependent clauses can’t stand as complete sentences on their own, they feel ‘incomplete’ or ‘unfinished’
‘I quite like Made in Chelsea, although some of the character annoy me.’
Both are clauses, because they both contain a subject doing an action.  ‘I quite like Made in Chelsea’ is an independent clause because it can stand alone as a complete sentence.  
However, ‘although some of the characters annoy me’ does not work as a sentence on its own, so it is a dependent clause.
6 of 21 – Spotting subordinating connectives
We can define subordinating connectives (conjunctions) as:
‘Connecting words’ that link a dependent (subordinate) clause to the independent (main) clause.
Examples include:
· Although
· After
· As soon as
· Because
· When
· Before
We use these connectives every day, but most people have no idea of what this type of word is called.  There are many more examples.


7 of 21 – Question 3
The following sentences are separated into two halves.  Sort them into either independent or dependent.
1. because I like the fresh air.
2. I eat my lunch in the park
3. I think we should check our equipment
4. before we arrive at the film shoot.
5. After the teachers explain it
6. it gets a bit easier to understand
7. Although you are tall
8. I’ll ring you
Answers:
Independent:
· I eat my lunch in the park
· I think we should check our equipment
· it gets a bit easier to understand
· I’ll ring you
Dependant:
· because I like the fresh air.
· before we arrive at the film shoot.
· After the teachers explain it
· Although you are tall
8 of 21 – Subordinating connectives and conjunctions
What are subordinating connectives and conjunctions? Let’s look at the sentence below.
Which word in the sentence introduces the dependent/subordinating clause?
‘I quite like Made in Chelsea although some of the characters annoy me.
The word ‘although’ is a connective or conjunction that starts a dependent clause, and makes it subordinate to (or dependent on) the main clause.





9 of 21 – Question 4
Look at the following sentence. Which is the most important (main) half of this sentence? 
‘I want to be a car mechanic when I leave college but I do not know where I will be working.’
1. I want to be a car mechanic when I leave college
2. but
3. I do not know where I will be working.
Answer:
‘I want to be a car mechanic when I leave college’.
10 of 21 – Questions 5
What is the subordinating connective used in each of the following sentences?
1. I think we should check our equipment before we arrive at the film shoot.
2. After the teachers explain it, it gets a bit easier to understand.
3. Although you are tall, you still look really young.
4. I will ring you when I get home.
Answers:
1. Before
2. After
3. Although
4. When
11 of 21 – Question 6
Match the connectives to complete the following sentences:
1. I am really excited about tomorrow blank I am nervous at the same time.
2. Do not turn over your exam papers blank I say so.
3. Lambs can stand on their own legs blank they are born.
4. You will get a driving ban blank you carry on driving at that speed.
Connectives:
Until, as soon as, if, but
Answers:
1. But
2. Until
3. As soon as
4. If


12 of 21 – Different types of subordinating connectives
Subordinate clauses of time
These clauses indicate when the action in the main clause has happened or will happen.
Here are some examples:
· Please ask permission before you borrow my bike
· She went to university after she passed all of her exams
· The local church gave the refugees shelter as soon as they arrived in the country
· I will give you your money back when I get paid
13 of 21 – Question 8
Match the connectives to the sentences to complete the following subordinate clauses of time. 
1. Keep running blank I tell you to stop.
2. Give me a ring blank you arrive.
3. I feel so happy blank I hear that song!
4. Blank my house was burgled, I could not sleep properly for weeks.
Connectives:
until, whenever, After, when 
Answers:
1. Keep running until I tell you to stop.
2. Give me a ring when you arrive.
3. I feel so happy whenever I hear that song!
4. After my house was burgled, I could not sleep properly for weeks.
14 of 21 – Types of subordinating connectives
Subordinate clauses of place
These clauses indicate where the action in the main clause has happened or will happen.
There are only two connectives used in clauses of place.
· Where
· Wherever 
Some examples are: 
· As the chief guest arrived, we all stood up.
· ‘Wherever I lay my hat, that is my home.’ 
15 of 21 – Subordinate clauses of condition
Subordinate clauses of condition
These clauses are more complicated. The subordinate clause gives a condition that has to be met for the action in the main clause to happen, or not happen.
The conditional connectives include:
· If
· Provided
· Provided that
· On the condition that
Some examples are:
· The baby will start crying if you keep shouting like that
· Provided that you pay the balance in full, we will post the item to you
· The offender will be allowed to stay out of prison on condition that he does not break his curfew
16 of 21 – Question 8
Match the appropriate connective of condition with the following senteneces:
1. You will have a written warning blank you do that again
2. The license will be issued blank all the necessary criteria are met.
3. Everything will be fine, blank he follows the rules this time.
Connectives:
On condition that, if, provided that
Answers:
1. You will have a written warning if you do that again
2. The license will be issued on condition that all the necessary criteria are met.
3. Everything will be fine, provided that he follows the rules this time.







17 of 21 – Subordinate clauses of cause or reason
These subordinate clauses give the cause or reason for the action happening in the main clause.
· Because
· As
· Since
· Seeing that
· In case
Some examples are:
· I forgive you because I love you (loving you is the reason I forgive you)
· As you are not bothered about this, I will do it anyway (your not being bothered is the cause of me wanting to do it)
· In case you are interested, the meeting will start at 8pm
18 of 21 – Question 9
Match the correct cause or reason with each of the following sentences:
1. The suspect was arrested blank he was captured on CCTV.
2. Please put your bags under your desks blank someone trips over them.
3. We cancelled the school prom blank we did not sell enough tickets.
4. I did not phone yesterday morning blank I did not want to wake you.
Causes and reasons:
since, in case, as, because
Answers:
1. The suspect was arrested because he was captured on CCTV.
2. Please put your bags under your desks in case someone trips over them.
3. We cancelled the school prom since we did not sell enough tickets.
4. I did not phone yesterday morning as I did not want to wake you.
19 of 21 – Subordinate clauses of comparison
These subordinate clauses state a comparison; they compare one thing with another.
· As 
· Than
Some examples are:
· They simply played better than we did.
· My sister’s as tall as my brother now.
· You’ll be snug as bugs in a rug!

20 of 21 – Question 10
Identify which of the connectives belong to each of the following categories:
· Time
· Place
· Condition
· Cause
· Comparison
Connectives:
thus, as, except for, since, prior to, so that, in case, or, as soon as, where, on condition that, seeing that, than, otherwise, because, provided, wherever, before
Answers:
Time:
wince, prior to, as soon as, before
Place:
where, wherever
Condition:
except for, so that, on condition that, provided
Cause:
thus, in case, seeing that, because
Comparison:
as, or, than, otherwise
21 of 21 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on subordinate connectives.
In this session we have covered:
· Definition of ‘subordinating’ and ‘connectives’  
· Definition of ‘conjunctions’
· Independent and dependent clauses
· Introduction to common connectives and conjunctions
· Working with different connectives and conjunctions
· Selecting the best connectives and conjunctions
If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
