
Prevent – Introduction to Prevent
1 of 17 - Welcome
Welcome to this session on prevent.

By the end of this session, you will:
· Know what the Prevent strategy is
· Understand what extremism and terrorism are
· Understand how Prevent protects the people of the UK
2 of 17 - Content warning
This session contains information that you may find uncomfortable or distressing. 
We recommend ensuring that you have access to wellbeing support for yourself before proceeding through the session, in case you need it. 
If you need to stop and return to this session you can do so at any time.
3 of 17 – What is Prevent?
Prevent is one part of the government’s counter-terrorist strategy, which is the actions it takes to stop terrorism. It is about protecting and supporting people who are vulnerable to being drawn into terrorist groups, to ‘prevent’ them from becoming terrorists. It applies to all children and adults, from any background or religious belief. 
In simplest terms, Prevent is about stopping people from becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism.
In this session we will look at what the Prevent strategy does, who is responsible for it and how it is delivered. It is important that you know the roles that everyone can play in preventing terrorism.
4 of 17 – What is terrorism?
Terrorism is the unlawful use of violence or intimidation, especially against civilians.
These purposes could be:
· Taking over power in a country
· Gaining independence from a ruling government
· Targeting people of a certain race
· Targeting people of a different religion
Terrorism has been around for thousands of years, with groups using violence and fear as terrorist acts to spread their messages, control people and seize power. 
5 of 17 – What is extremism?
When we talk about extremism and terrorism, extremism means holding extreme views, often political or religious. You might also hear the words fanaticism, radicalism or zealotry. 
Extremists are very actively opposed to conventional values in some way. An extremist isn’t necessarily a terrorist but holding extreme views that are contrary to British values such as tolerance and respect or rule of law can lead people into terrorism, and vocally expressing such views is illegal as it infringes upon other people’s human rights. 
Extremists believe other people’s views are wrong and are not accepting of people who believe other things, so will often be vocal and active in trying to force their views on others. 
6 of 17 - Types of extremism
Extremists can be generally grouped into two categories; religious and non-religious.

Religious extremists believe that their religion is the only true one. They usually have more extreme and violent beliefs than most other people who follow that religion, such as believing all people who don’t believe as they do should be killed, or that women should be kept as slaves. It is important to remember that being a devout follower of a religion does not make you a religious extremist. 

Non-religious extremism is any other type of extremism that is not based on a religious belief. This can be political, national, based on race or for any other reason. Just as with religious extremists, non-religious extremists want change of some kind and are prepared to go to any lengths to achieve this, even breaking the law.
7 of 17 - What Prevent does
There are three main areas of activity covered by the Prevent strategy. 

1. Respond to the challenge the UK faces from terrorism and extremism and the threat from people who promote these views.
2. Provide practical help to prevent people from being drawn into terrorism, providing them with appropriate help, advice and support.
3. Work across all sectors where there are risks of radicalisation to provide training, identify vulnerable people and provide support.
8 of 17 - What Prevent does
Prevent is coordinated by the Home Office, which is a part of the UK government. They work with people across other government departments and other organisations to deliver Prevent. 

This includes:
· Schools
· Courts
· Faith groups
· Charities
· Healthcare
· Police

If an organisation is required to support the delivery of the Prevent duty then all the people who work there will be required to know about it and consider it in their work. 
9 of 17 - Supporting vulnerable people
An important part of Prevent is supporting vulnerable people who may be drawn into extremism or terrorism. The proper advice, guidance and help can prevent a person from taking part in harmful activities. This can save their life and the lives of other people too. 

Prevent works with groups such as faith groups, community groups and social enterprise projects to create and make available this support. They also help train people to spot the signs of extremism and radicalisation so that vulnerable people who have started on the path towards terrorism can be referred and helped. This referral process is known as Channel.
10 of 17 - The path to radicalisation
People are not born terrorists, or even extremists. They are convinced of extreme views and that extreme and illegal behaviour are necessary to spread those views or make the world change to conform to their ideas about how the world should be.

This journey towards extremism and terrorism is known as radicalisation. Vulnerable people are usually targets for radicalisation because they are easier to manipulate. It is important to remember that anyone can be vulnerable at certain points in their life; it is not about being ‘weak’ or foolish. Life events, such as recent bereavements or losing a job, or even longer-term things such as a history of abuse can make people more vulnerable. 

Prevent aims to identify people early on the path to radicalisation and put interventions in place to stop them from progressing along it.
11 of 17 - Home-grown terrorism
Terrorist acts can occur anywhere in the world, and terrorists from other parts of the world sometimes come to the UK to attempt to commit terrorist acts. However, Prevent exists because of the risk of home-grown terrorism. This refers to terrorists who are recruited and trained within the UK, usually British people who were born and grew up here. 

Recruiters of home-grown terrorists may or may not be within the country, but often they are. Where they are not, the internet often plays a part in their recruitment and grooming.

Sometimes the home-grown terrorists are enticed to go abroad as part of their training and return to the UK later to commit terrorist acts.
12 of 17 - Summary
The UK government’s Prevent agenda tackles all forms of extremist behaviour, whatever motivates it, to prevent people from being drawn into extremism and terrorism. 

This work is vital to ensuring that citizens of the UK can feel safe and welcome. 
 
If you would like to see a full copy of the Prevent strategy you can do so on this website. However, this is not a requirement of the course and is included only for those who are interested to read more.

Prevent Strategy
13 of 17 - Question 1
What is Prevent?

a) Legislation that makes extremism and terrorism illegal
b) A government strategy to stop people from becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism
c) A government department that detains terrorists from abroad
d) A government award given to people who prevent terrorist attacks from happening

The correct answer is b. Prevent is a UK government strategy to stop people from becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism.
14 of 17 - Question 2
Indicate if the following statement is true or false.

Terrorism has been around for thousands of years, with groups using violence and fear as terrorist acts to spread their messages, control people and seize power.

The correct answer is true. 
15 of 17 - Question 3
Complete each of the three parts of the Prevent strategy by choosing the correct ends to each sentence.
	Respond to the challenge the UK faces from  
	people from drawn into terrorism, providing them with appropriate help, advice and support.

	Provide practical help to prevent  
	risks of radicalisation to provide training, identify vulnerable people and provide support.

	Work across all sectors where there are  
	terrorism and extremism and the thread from people who promote who promote these views.



The correct sentences are: 
1. Respond to the challenge the UK faces from terrorism and extremism and the thread from people who promote who promote these views.
2. Provide practical help to prevent people from drawn into terrorism, providing them with appropriate help, advice and support.
3. Work across all sectors where there are risks of radicalisation to provide training, identify vulnerable people and provide support.
16 of 17 - Question 4
Terrorists who are recruited and trained in the UK are known as…?
a) British terrorists
b) Home-grown terrorists
c) Home-spun terrorists
d) Briterrorists
The correct answer is b. Terrorists who are recruited and trained in the UK are known as home-grown terrorists.
17 of 17 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on prevent. 

You should now:
· Know what the Prevent strategy is
· Understand what extremism and terrorism are
· Understand how Prevent protects the people of the UK

If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.

