
Prevent – Our Responsibilities
1 of 19 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on our responsibilities.

By the end of this session you will:
· Know how to spot the signs of extremism and radicalisation
· Understand what fake news and propaganda are and what to do about them
· Understand the importance of judging people fairly
· Know what to do if you encounter extreme or negative content or views
2 of 19 – Content warning
This session contains information that you may find uncomfortable or distressing.

We recommend ensuring that you have access to wellbeing support for yourself before proceeding through the session in case you need it.

If you need to stop and return to this session, you can do so at any time.
3 of 19 – Your responsibilities
The government has put in place legislation and strategy to protect us from terrorism, however in order for these things to work effectively, we also all have a responsibility to be aware of the risks of terrorism, and know what to do if we encounter terrorist or extremist content or ideas in our daily lives.

What do you think your responsibilities might be when it comes to recognising and reporting terrorism? 

Review each of the responsibilities below and indicate whether they are your responsibility:
· Recognising if someone you know is being radicalised
· Referring potentially radicalised individuals to Channel
· Investigating reports of terrorist activity
· Telling the college or police if you think someone is involved in extremism or terrorism
· Reporting extremist content you encounter online
· Promoting inclusivity by avoiding using stereotypes and derogatory language

The correct answers are:

Your responsibility
· Recognising if someone you know is being radicalised
· Telling the college or police if you think someone is involved in extremism or terrorism
· Reporting extremist content you encounter online
· Promoting inclusivity by avoiding using stereotypes and derogatory language

Not your responsibility
· Referring potentially radicalised individuals to Channel
· Investigating reports of terrorist activity

4 of 19 – Fake news
‘Fake news’ is a term that is being increasingly used in the media. It usually refers to things which are being portrayed as facts when they are not actually true. It can come from many sources, such as people with particular political leanings trying to discredit their opponents, or people who are sharing information without really understanding the facts. ​
​​
Fake news has power because people find it easier to believe things that they fear to be true, and fake news is usually sensationalist or making things out to be worse than they really are. Extremists share fake news stories to sow fear, hate and mistrust in people, so that they are easier to manipulate, and they rely on people not taking the time to check these stories out first, to see if they are true, before they share them and spread the incorrect information even further. ​It is your responsibility, therefore, to stop and think before you share something with your friends and family. Can you check it is true before you tell someone else about it?
​
Click here to watch a video about fake news and how to spot it.

5 of 19 – Propaganda
Propaganda is information, ideas, or rumours deliberately spread widely to influence people, such as being in favour of a government or organisation, or against a group of people or an idea. It has been used throughout history to manipulate and control people. ​
​
Propaganda can often portray things in a very negative or very positive way, done to generate particular feelings in the people who see or hear it. It is a way of manipulating people, to make them believe something. Sometimes this is done in small ways over a long period of time. Other times it is a small number of very impactful messages. ​

It is your responsibility to be aware of what propaganda is, so that you know when someone is trying to manipulate you. Then you can think critically about whether or not to believe what you have read or share it with someone else.
​
Click here to watch a video to learn more about propaganda. ​

6 of 19 – Prejudice and stereotyping
Whenever we see or meet someone new, it is normal for us to make assumptions about who they are and what they are like based on what we notice about the person, such as what they look like, what they wear and what they say. Sometimes these observations are factual, such as noticing that they are wearing a jumper with ‘Hogwarts’ on it and assuming that they like the Harry Potter books or films. Other times we make assumptions based on opinions or biases we already have. When these are not based on reason or actual experience, these assumptions are known as prejudice or stereotyping.

People can stereotype other people for lots of reasons. Can you think of any examples? Here are some suggestions. Remember this list is not everything – people can be stereotyped for lots of reasons:
· What people wear, including clothing and glasses
· People’s culture, race or heritage
· Colour or style of hair
· People’s religious beliefs
· People’s weight or height
Prejudice and stereotyping are not OK, because they are unfair judgements not based on fact. It is not alright to treat someone differently because you have made an assumption about them for which you have no evidence. It is, however, very common, so one of our responsibilities is to recognise when prejudice or stereotyping occurs and challenge them when they happen. This includes challenging yourself if you notice you are making biased judgements. 

7 of 19 – Recognising terrorists as minorities
When we hear about a terrorist act being committed in the world, it is normal to feel emotions, such as sadness, fear or anger, directed towards the people who committed the illegal act. Many terrorist acts are carried out in the name of a much larger group of people than they really represent, such as people of a particular religion, race or political belief.

It is important to remember that terrorists and extremists represent only a very small number of people who share that characteristic. For example, someone committing an act of violence against black people in the name of white people does not represent all white people, someone who is Christian attacking the LGBT+ community does not represent all Christians and someone who is Muslim and attacks non-Muslims does not represent all Muslims.

It is normal to feel negatively about terrorists and the things they do, but it is one of our responsibilities to make sure that this does not affect the way we treat other people in the world, especially those that have the same race, religion or political beliefs as a terrorist we have heard of.

8 of 19 – Recognising extremist content or ideas
Reporting extremist content when we encounter it helps to make our country a safer place. Online and in our daily lives we may see and hear people say and do things that seem not right to us. Sometimes people will be disagreeing with our opinions. This may not make us happy, but it is perfectly acceptable to disagree with someone. Freedom of speech is a right protected by our British values. 

However, there are other things we may come across that are not acceptable, for example:
· Hating other people or groups
· Being intolerant of people who are different
· Causing harm to others
· Having extreme religious, racist or political views
· Having extreme views on what is right and wrong
· Supporting any kind of extreme group

These are the sort of things that we should tell someone else about, such as a teacher or the police depending on the severity of the action. 

9 of 19 – Knowing if someone is being radicalised
There is no one sure way to know if someone is being radicalised, however there are lots of signs that you can look out for. It is important that if you notice a change in one of your friends or family you know what might be related to extremism and what could have other, normal explanations. 




Things to look out for include:
· Being influenced or controlled by someone else​
· Being very angry or obsessive about change or something that must be done​
· Sharing extreme views on social media​
· Blaming others for things​
· Withdrawing from friends to spend time with ‘new friends’ who are offering spiritual or religious advice
· Being secretive about how they spend their time or who they spend their time with
· Speaking with anger or hate about people who are different to them

If something doesn’t feel right, acting early on your worries can save someone from being drawn further into extremism. The earlier an intervention can start, the easier it is to prevent someone from being radicalised.

10 of 19 – Sharing your concerns
If you have concerns about someone you know being drawn into radicalism or extremism, it is your responsibility to say something to someone. This could prevent terrorist acts from being carried out and it will protect the person you know from being exploited by extremists for their own ends. 

The best way to share a concern is through the confidential Prevent advice line, which you can reach by calling 0800 011 3764. Your call will be answered by specially trained police officers who can talk about your situation and, if necessary, begin the next steps required to get support for the person you are worried about. ​
​​
Click here to access a website to find out more about contacting the advice line. 
​
If you do not feel comfortable doing this, you could also speak to a teacher you trust, or your college’s safeguarding team. Teaching staff are all trained in Prevent and will be able to help you. ​

11 of 19 – Reporting extremist content online
You may come across things on the internet that you find upsetting or disturbing. If these things are representing extremist beliefs or supporting, encouraging or glorifying terrorism, then it is your responsibility to report it. ​
​
The Police have an anonymous online reporting from that you can use. Click here to access the website. 
​
Content that you report will be reviewed by a specially trained team who can require social media platforms and website hosting services to remove it. They may even be able to take legal action against the person who posted it, or share information with that person to help them understand why the content is inappropriate. ​



12 of 19 – Reporting upsetting content online
Not all upsetting content online is terrorist or extremist. You may also come across other content that is not acceptable, such as: 
· People saying hateful or hurtful things about people or groups of people
· Things which encourage people to think negatively about themselves
· Content promoting other illegal or immoral activities

Content such as this can be reported to the platform on which you find it. The process for doing this varies from site to site, but usually involves selecting an option on the upsetting post and selecting ‘report’ or ‘report and block’. This will allow you to choose some options to say why you think the content is not acceptable. The platform will then investigate and take action, if required, such as removing the content, warning the user who posted it or removing the user from the platform entirely. 

13 of 19 – Upholding British values
One of our most important responsibilities is to follow the four British values in everything we do. 
The four British values are:
· Democracy​ - Everyone has a say in how the country is run
· The rule of law​ - Everyone respects the law and follows it, and no-one is above it
· Individual liberty​ - Everyone has the right to live freely and how they choose within the law
· Mutual respect and tolerance - Everyone should respect and accept everyone else’s differences

By being a good example to others we help to encourage other people to follow the British values too, and in doing so we create a better society that is free from extremism and terrorism.

14 of 19 – Making a difference
It is your responsibility to be a good citizen. One of the ways you can do this is by choosing to do things that help to make other people more tolerant and understanding, or to raise awareness of the risks of extremism or radicalisation. 

Can you think of any ways you could do that? Here are some ideas.
· Take part in a debate about human rights
· Make a pledge to only post positive things on social media
· Share positive stories about people from other cultures or religions with your friends
· Tell your friends what to do if they spot extreme content online

Whether your actions are big or small does not matter – every positive action you take helps to make our country a safer and nicer place to live

15 of 19 – Question 1
Indicate if the following statement is true or false:

Fake news only refers to misinformation when it is politically focussed.

The correct answer is false. Fake news is any information that is incorrect or misleading. 

16 of 19 – Question 2
Complete the sentence. Select all that apply.

Propaganda is …?
a) Only found online
b) Designed to influence your opinion
c) A recent thing only around since the 1960s
d) Possible to be negative or positive

The correct answer is b) and d) Propaganda is designed to influence your opinion and possible to be negative or positive. 

17 of 19 – Question 3
If you have concerns about someone you know being drawn into radicalism or extremism, it is your responsibility to do which of the following? Select the correct answer.
a) Share your concerns with someone, such as a teacher or the police
b) Confront them about their actions
c) Immediately cut ties with the person and never speak to them again
d) Investigate them until you are sure they are being radicalised

The correct answer is a) Share your concerns with someone, such as a teacher or the police

18 of 19 – Question 4
Indicate if the following statement is true or false:

Whether your actions are big or small does not matter – every positive action you take helps to make our country a safer and nicer place to live.

The correct answer is true. Whether your actions are big or small does not matter – every positive action you take helps to make our country a safer and nicer place to live.

19 of 19 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on our responsibilities.

You should now:
· Know how to spot the signs of extremism and radicalisation
· Understand what fake news and propaganda are and what to do about them
· Understand the importance of judging people fairly
· Know what to do if you encounter extreme or negative content or views

If you have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
