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1 of 18 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on election processes.

By the end of this session you will:
· Know the different types of election that take place in the UK
· Know the different types of voting system used in the UK
· Understand how general and local elections work
· Understand who can vote in the UK and the methods of voting they can use
2 of 18 – Democratic election
In the UK, we have a representative democracy, where the citizens choose representatives to make decisions on their behalf. Representative democracies can be found in many parts of the world, including the UK, Germany, Greece, South Africa, Taiwan, the USA, Canada and Australia.

The UK government is formed using democratic election. This means UK citizens vote to elect officials to office. The candidates who receive the most votes are elected to their position for a term of office. At the end of that term, there is another election.
3 of 18 – Types of election in the UK
There are several types of election in the UK. Read the information below on each one to learn more.

General elections
General elections are held every five years in Britain to elect Members of the House of Commons (MPs) and ultimately decide who will be the governing party/parties and the Prime Minister. An election can be held sooner if the Government falls. This type of election uses the First Past The Post system. 

Devolved Assembly/Parliament elections
Devolved Assembly or Devolved Parliament elections are held every four years (except when they clash with UK general elections) in Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales. Scotland and Wales use the Additional Member System, Northern Ireland uses the Single Transferable Vote system.

European elections
European elections are held every four years. England, Scotland and Wales elect Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) by proportional representation. In Northern Ireland, European elections use the Single Transferable Vote system.

Local elections
Local elections are held every four years to elect members of local councils and some local mayors (not all mayors are elected). England and Wales use the First Past The Post system, Northern Ireland and Scotland use the Single Transferable Vote system.

By-elections
By-elections take place when there is a need to fill vacancies that arise when an elected representative is disqualified, passes away or resigns while in office.
4 of 18 – Voting systems
As we learnt on the previous slide, there are a number of different voting systems used depending on the type of election and where you live. Read the information below on each type of voting system to learn more.

First Past The Post
In the United Kingdom, votes for both general and by-elections are counted by the First Past The Post system. Under this arrangement, each voter is allowed to cast one local vote, and the candidate with the most votes becomes the Member of Parliament for that constituency.

This voting system is simple for voters to understand and usually produces a single party government, although this is not always the case. However, election results using this system are not proportional to the votes cast overall and small parties and minority groups can be under-represented.

The Alternative Vote
Under the Alternative Vote system, voters rank candidates in order of preference, indicating their first choice, then their second, and so on. Candidates are elected outright if they gain more than half of the first-preference votes. If not, the candidate with the least votes is eliminated and their votes are redistributed according to the second (or next available) preference marked on the ballot paper. This process continues until one candidate has half of the votes and is elected.

Voters can put forward alternative choices which can have an impact on the overall result, particularly if their first choice has little chance of winning. However, as with First Past The Post, it can produce a disproportionate distribution of votes into seats and gaining 50% of votes can be difficult for smaller parties.

Supplementary Vote
The Supplementary Vote is used in London Mayoral elections. If no one candidate wins the election outright, the second choice votes of all other candidates are split between the top two so that one candidate has the overall majority. 

This voting system is likely to lead to majority governments and it avoids multiple counts and redistribution, as it only records the first and second choices at the ballot box. However, parties may not be rewarded for the share of votes that they gain.

Closed List Vote
The Closed List Vote is used in European Parliamentary elections. Each voter has one vote for the party of their choice. Parties present lists of candidates and seats are awarded according to their party’s share of the vote. Seats in each region are awarded in proportion to the number of votes cast. This system is likely to produce coalitions.

This voting system often leads to better representation for smaller parties and minority groups, and there is often a strong connection between votes won and seats gained. However, there is no choice of candidates for voters and there may be no clear link between the MP and the constituency.

Single Transferable Vote
The Single Transferable Vote is used for local, devolved and European elections in Northern Ireland. When an election takes place, a number of seats will be available in each area, and voters indicate on their ballot paper their choice of candidates in order of preference. A candidate is elected as soon as they reach a certain number (known as a quota) of first votes. It is likely to produce coalitions.

Voters have a choice of candidates from the same party and there is a good connection between votes won and seats gained. However, there may be no clear link between the MP and the constituency, and it is a complicated system to administer.

Additional Member System
Voters in elections for the Scottish Parliament and the Welsh Assembly have two votes – one to elect a Member for their local constituency, and the other to indicate their choice of favourite party. This is known as the Additional Member system. Votes for their local constituency Member are counted using the First Past The Post system. The second vote, for the choice of party, is used to select regional Members. It can make coalitions more likely.

This system often leads to fairer representation for smaller parties and minority groups. However, results are not as proportional as in proportional representation systems, like the Single Transferable Vote.
5 of 18 – Voting system for general elections
In May 2011, voters in the UK were asked to take part in a referendum to decide whether they wanted to change the way we vote in general elections. They had a choice between the First Past The Post system, which was already in use, and the Alternative Vote.

19.1 million people (42% of the electorate) voted in what was, at the time, the second UK-wide referendum in history. The final result saw 68% of voters opposed to changing the voting system to Alternative Vote.
6 of 18 – Voting
To vote in UK elections, you need to be on the electoral register. The electoral register is a list of all the people who are registered to vote in elections and referendums in the UK. 

You can register to vote if you are 16 years old or over (you can vote once you are 18), and you are either a British citizen, an Irish or qualifying Commonwealth citizen, or a certified resident in the UK.

Voting gives individuals a say on who represents them in their local council and in the UK Parliament, and on important issues that affect them.
7 of 18 – Voting
There are three different ways that you can vote:

In person
You can vote in person by visiting a polling station. It is straightforward and a member of staff will always help if you are not sure what to do. If you are registered to vote, you will receive a poll card in the post telling you where your polling station is (it is often a nearby school or community centre).

By post
You can apply to vote by post. You will need to fill in an application form and send it to your local electoral registration office. Your local council can send your ballot paper to your home address or any other address you give.

By proxy
If you can’t go to the polling station and don’t wish to vote by post, you can apply to vote by proxy. This means allowing someone you trust to vote on your behalf. When you apply for a proxy vote you have to state why you can’t vote in person. Anyone can be your proxy as long as they are 18 or over and are also registered to vote. They must also be willing to vote on your behalf. You will have to tell them how you want to vote.
8 of 18 – General elections
General elections are held every 5 years in order to decide who gets to form the government and run the country. A general election is when people who are 18 or over can vote for who they would like to represent them in the House of Commons.

The UK is divided up into 650 sections, called constituencies. Each constituency is represented by a Member of Parliament (MP).

In a general election, the people who live in each constituency get to vote for the MP who will represent them. Each political party can put forward a candidate to stand for election as an MP in a constituency. Candidates don’t have to represent a party; they can stand as an independent MP. The political party which ends up with the most MPs after each constituency has voted usually ends up forming a government. If there is no clear majority, then a coalition government may be formed.
9 of 18 – Local elections
Local elections decide who runs local councils (sometimes referred to as local authorities). The way that local elections work depends on where you live in the UK. 

England and Wales
Each council area in England and Wales is split up into different sections, which are called wards. Wards are represented by councillors. Each ward is represented by either one, two or three councillors depending on how big they are. 

People who live in each ward vote for who they want their councillor or councillors to be. The number of votes each person has is the same as the number of councillors that will represent that ward. For example, in a ward that has three councillors, people will be able to vote for up to 3 candidates. Local elections in England and Wales use the First Past The Post system. This means that in a ward represented by three councillors, the candidates with the second and third highest number of votes will also be elected. If a council ends up with a majority of councillors representing one political party, then that party runs that council. If there is no clear majority, the council is said to be under no overall control.

Scotland
Each council area in Scotland is split up into different sections, which are called wards. Wards are represented by three or four councillors depending on their size.

People who live in each ward vote for who they want their councillors to be using the Single Transferable Vote. They can rank as many candidates as they like: if they only want to vote for one candidate, all they have to do is put a 1 next to their name. The votes are counted in stages. In the first stage only first preferences are counted. Anyone who reaches the quota is elected. Any votes received over the quota are not needed by the elected candidate and so are transferred to that voter’s second preference. If not enough candidates have then reached the quota, the candidate with the lowest number of votes is eliminated and the second preference of everyone who voted for that candidate is added to the tally. This process is repeated until three or four candidates have been elected.

As in England and Wales, if a council ends up with a majority of councillors from one political party, then that party runs that council. If there is no clear majority, the council is said to be under no overall control.

Northern Ireland
Each council area in Northern Ireland is split up into different sections, which are called wards. Wards are represented by councillors. The number of councillors varies from council to council depending largely on the size of the council area.

As in Scotland, people who live in each ward vote for who they want their councillors to be using the Single Transferable Vote. Similarly, if a council ends up with a majority of councillors from one party, that party then runs that council. If there is no majority, the council is under no overall control.
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Now test the knowledge you have gained during this session by answering some questions.

Which type of election is used to elect members of the House of Commons?
A. General election
B. Devolved Assembly election
C. European election
D. Local election

The correct answer is A, general election.
12 of 18 – Question 2
How often are local elections held?
A. Every 3 years
B. Every 4 years
C. Every 5 years
D. Every 6 years

The correct answer is C, every 5 years.
13 of 18 – Question 3
Which type of voting system is used for general elections?
A. First Past The Post
B. The Alternative Vote
C. Supplementary Vote
D. Single Transferable Vote

The correct answer is A, First Past The Post.
14 of 18 – Question 4
Which type of voting system is used for local elections in Scotland and Northern Ireland?
A. First Past The Post
B. The Alternative Vote
C. Supplementary Vote
D. Single Transferable Vote

The correct answer is D, Single Transferable Vote.
15 of 18 – Question 5
How many constituencies are there in the UK?
A. 620
B. 630
C. 640
D. 650

The correct answer is D, 650.
16 of 18 – Question 6
In May 2011, voters in the UK were asked to take part in a referendum to decide whether they wanted to change the way we vote in general elections. 

Which two voting systems were they asked to choose between?
A. First Past The Post
B. The Alternative Vote
C. Supplementary Vote
D. Closed List Vote
E. Single Transferable Vote
F. Additional Member System

The correct answers are A and B, First Past The Post and The Alternative Vote.
17 of 18 – Question 7
Which type of voting system is used in London Mayoral elections?
A. Supplementary Vote
B. Closed List Vote
C. Single Transferable Vote
D. Additional Member System

The correct answer is A, Supplementary Vote.
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Well done. You have now completed this session on election processes.

You should now:
· Know the different types of election that take place in the UK
· Know the different types of voting system used in the UK
· Understand how general and local elections work
· Understand who can vote in the UK and the methods of voting they can use

If you have any questions about anything covered in this session, speak to your tutor for more help.
