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Literacy Entry Level 3 – Alliteration and Onomatopoeia
1 of 18 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on alliteration and onomatopoeia. In this session we are going to look at what these words actually mean and how we can use them to improve our written work.

By the end of this session, you will:
· Know what alliteration is
· Understand how and when to use alliteration
· Know what onomatopoeia is
· Know some common examples of onomatopoeia
· Understand how to use onomatopoeia in writing
2 of 18 – What is alliteration?
Alliteration is when a small selection of words start with the same sound, for example:

Charlie checked on his pet chickens.

The repeated ‘ch’ sound in this sentence is what creates the alliteration. It is worth remembering though that alliteration is all about sound and not necessarily about the letters making the sound, so words can be alliterative even if they start with a different letter – as long as the sound is the same! For example:

Claire kicked at the carpet.
3 of 18 – Alliteration examples
Sometimes it can be easy to spot alliteration simply by reading a sentence to yourself in our head – rather than saying it out loud.

In the following sentences the alliteration is quite easy to spot:

Brenda baked Bundt cake for her bridge club.

Paul plucked pea pods from his garden.

Kim carefully crafted colourful kites for children.

However, if you are ever struggling with how to spot alliteration, then a good way to work it out is to read the sentence out loud and pay close attention to the sounds you are making!
4 of 18 – Where will you find alliteration?
Alliteration is used both when we are speaking and when we are writing. There are some everyday examples of it all around us that we may not even realise because we are so used to seeing this sort of writing in real-life.

Some common texts where you will be able to spot alliteration are:
· Poems
· Stories
· Advertisements
· Newspaper headlines

In each of these texts alliteration is used in a slightly different way for a slightly different reason, so let’s take a look at them in a little more detail.
5 of 18 – Poems, stories and alliteration
Alliteration is used in creative writing – like poems and stories – for several reasons. It is often used in poems to draw the reader’s eye to a certain detail – using the words to highlight a particular line or sentence, for example.

It is used in a similar way in stories, as alliterative sentences and phrases are likely to stand out more when people are reading.

Alliteration can also give creative writing a better rhythm – this means that it can improve the beat or flow of the work – so, in poems particularly, alliteration might be used instead of rhyming words.

Alliteration can also bring the story to life a bit more too. If we think of the sentence: The snake slithered slyly and soundlessly, the ‘s’ sound being used here actually creates the sound of a hissing snake making the story seem more life-like.
6 of 18 – Advertisements, newspapers and alliteration
Alliteration is used in advertising for lots of different reasons. Sometimes the reason for using alliteration is simply because it can make a sentence a little more catchy or interesting.

The real reason behind using this language tool is that it has been shown to have a head-turning ability – meaning it naturally makes people sit up and pay more attention than words that do not use alliteration.

Alliteration in advertising also makes it easier for us to remember brand names as well, which is another reason why this technique is used a lot.

Can you think of any examples? How about Coca-Cola or Mickey Mouse? Part of the reason that these names stick with us so easily is because they are using the same sounds.
7 of 18 – Advertisements, newspapers and alliteration – continued
Advertisements and newspapers use alliteration for similar reasons – they both want something that will grab someone’s attention!

However, newspapers do not regularly use alliteration when the actual articles are being written, but they will instead use it for writing catchy headlines:

Man Mistakenly Orders Mass Amounts of Marmite!

Not only is this headline quite funny – which will make us even more interested – but it is an example of how headlines can use alliteration as well. By building headlines around alliteration, newspapers are getting the same head-turning quality that advertisements are, which will make people more interested in buying the paper to read this headline story.
8 of 18 – Question 1
Read the following statements and decide whether they are true or false.

Alliteration is when words that have the same letter at the beginning are written close together.
True
False

The correct answer is: False

Alliteration is when words that have the same sound at the beginning are written close together.
True
False

The correct answer is: True

Alliteration can be used in poems, stories, newspapers and advertisements
True
False

The correct answer is: True

Alliteration in poems is used to help us remember certain brands.
True
False

The correct answer is: False
9 of 18 – Question 2
Using the following choice of words; denied daring, really rates, closed, dive, makes many and curtains, fill in the blanks for the four sentences below:

Michael blank different dishes for his evening meal.
Daniel blank Derek to blank in the pool.
Claire can’t stand the blank being blank.
Raj blank the service at Roger’s bistro and bar.

The correct four sentences should read:

Michael makes many different dishes for his evening meal.
Daniel denied daring Derek to dive in the pool.
Claire can’t stand the curtains being closed.
Raj really rates the service at Roger’s bistro and bar.
10 of 18 – Question 3
Why is alliteration used in advertising?

Choose all that apply:
A. To make it easier for readers to remember the advert
B. To make readers pay more attention
C. To make the advertisement more catchy
D. To give the advertisement a better rhythm
E. To give the advertisement a better beat

The correct answers are A, B and C, to make it easier for readers to remember the advert, to make readers pay more attention and to make the advertisement more catchy.
11 of 18 – What is onomatopoeia?
Onomatopoeia is the word used to explain a family of words that actually sound like the thing that they are describing. Onomatopoeia is a good language tool, but it can sometimes be a little easier to understand if you look at it being used, so let’s look at some examples:

Connor jumped into the pool and caused a massive splash.

In this example ‘splash’ is the onomatopoeic word because when we say this word out loud – rather than just reading it on a page or on a screen – the word actually sounds like the physical action of making a splash.

Zaki glugged his drink down.

Glug – or ‘glugged’ in this example – is another example of a word that sounds like the action it is describing, and this is how onomatopoeia works!
12 of 18 – Onomatopoeia examples
Buzz: the bee made a buzzing noise as it flew around.

Clap: clap your hands in time with the music.

Click: the keys on a laptop make a clicking sound when you tap them.

There are many other examples alongside these, so onomatopoeia is worth keeping an eye out for!
13 of 18 – Where will you find onomatopoeia?
Unlike alliteration, onomatopoeia is not often found in non-fiction texts – like advertisements and newspapers – but it is regularly used in fiction – meaning poems, stories, and similar texts to these.

Poems and stories use onomatopoeia regularly as this language tool can bring written work to life in a way that makes the story or poem more enjoyable for a reader.

Onomatopoeia is known to be used in comics and graphic novels. This is partly because onomatopoeia can improve our writing, but it is also a space-saving technique as well.

Comics and graphic novels do not always have a lot of words on the page – just because of the writing style that they use – but by using onomatopoeia these texts can explain actions without having to go into great written detail instead they can use BANG, BOOM, and POW to explain what is happening instead!
14 of 18 – What does onomatopoeia do?
We already know that onomatopoeia can be a space-saving tool (for comics and graphic novels) and we also know that it can make our descriptions more life-like as well.

Alongside these two reasons, writers will also use onomatopoeia to:
· Introduce sound to a story or a poem
· Explain certain events in a different way
· Make writing a little clearer
· Provide more detail about a certain event

When you describe something in more detail – by using onomatopoeia, for example – your reader will be more interested in the story as well as being more entertained by it, so it is worth getting some onomatopoeic words in your vocabulary bank for your next piece of writing!
15 of 18 – Question 4
Which of the words listed below are onomatopoeic?

Choose all that apply:
A. Shout
B. Crush
C. Gargle
D. Bang
E. Grin
F. Sing

The correct answers are B, C and D, crush, gargle and bang.
16 of 18 – Question 5
Read the following sentences and decide which ones are using alliteration and which are using onomatopoeia. Be careful, as some of them might be using both!

Sally sang along slightly louder than she should have done.
Alliteration
Onomatopoeia

The correct answer is: Alliteration

The car came to a screeching halt in the middle of the road.
Alliteration
Onomatopoeia

The correct answer is: Onomatopoeia

Habiba dropped the textbook down with a great wallop.
Alliteration
Onomatopoeia

The correct answer is: Onomatopoeia

The bacon spat, sputtered and sizzled from inside the frying pan.
Alliteration
Onomatopoeia

The correct answers are: Alliteration and Onomatopoeia
17 of 18 – Question 6
Using the following choice of words; poems, sound, alliteration, extra details, entertaining, describing, tool and non-fiction, fill in the blanks for the paragraph below:

Onomatopoeia is a language blank that we can use in blank and stories, as well as other types of creative writing. It can be used to introduce blank into a story as onomatopoeic words sound like the thing that they are blank. Onomatopoeia can add blank to a story as well as making it more interesting and blank for someone to read. While it is a useful technique to use in fiction, you will not usually find onomatopoeia in blank – but you will find blank there!

The correct paragraph should read:

Onomatopoeia is a language tool that we can use in poems and stories, as well as other types of creative writing. It can be used to introduce sound into a story as onomatopoeic words sound like the thing that they are describing. Onomatopoeia can add extra details to a story as well as making it more interesting and entertaining for someone to read. While it is a useful technique to use in fiction, you will not usually find onomatopoeia in non-fiction – but you will find alliteration there!
18 of 18 – End
Well done! You have completed this session on alliteration and onomatopoeia.

In this session you have looked at:
· What alliteration is
· How and when to use alliteration
· What onomatopoeia is
· Some common examples of onomatopoeia
· How to use onomatopoeia in writing

If you have any questions about any of the topics covered, please make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
