
Public Services Level 3 – Devolved Parliaments
1 of 22 – Welcome 
Welcome to this session on devolved parliaments.

By the end of this session you will:
· Understand how the devolved Parliaments/Assemblies of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland operate
· Know the devolved powers that the Parliaments/Assemblies of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland have
2 of 22 – Devolved parliaments
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland all held successful referendums on devolution in the late 1990s. This led to the establishment of separate Parliaments or Assemblies, and the democratic election of officials.

Devolution is where central government passes governmental powers to a regional, lower-level elected body. There are three important elements of devolution:
· Transfer of power to a body that is lower down the chain of authority
· Geographical move of power away from the capital city 
· Transfer of roles and responsibilities from central to regional assemblies/parliaments
3 of 22 – Scottish Parliament
The Scottish Parliament, established by the Scotland Act 1998, is self-contained and can pass laws without having to go through the UK Parliament in Westminster. It is made up of 129 elected representatives, who are known as Members of the Scottish Parliament or MSPs.

The Scottish Government is normally formed from the party or parties holding most seats in the Scottish Parliament, and it introduces most of the bills that are considered by the Scottish Parliament. Scottish Parliament committees and MSPs who are not members of the Scottish Government scrutinise its work and hold it to account. Both the Scottish Government and the Scottish Parliament are accountable to the people of Scotland.
4 of 22 – Members of the Scottish Parliament (MSPs)
Each person in Scotland is represented by 8 Members of the Scottish Parliament (MSPs): 1 constituency MSP and 7 regional MSPs. A region is a larger area which covers a number of constituencies.

There are 129 MSPs, made up of:
· 73 constituency MSPs elected using the first-past-the-post system 
· 56 regional MSPs elected using proportional representation
· The 129 MSPs that are part of the Scottish Parliament
5 of 22 – Powers of the Scottish Parliament
Devolved matters
The Scottish Parliament at Holyrood can pass laws on devolved matters – in general, those affecting most aspects of day-to-day life in Scotland.

Devolved matters include:
· Agriculture, forestry and fisheries
· Education and training
· Environment
· Health and social services
· Housing
· Law and order
· Local government
· Sport and the arts
· Tourism and economic development
· Many aspects of transport

Reserved matters
The UK Parliament at Westminster can pass laws on reserved matters – in general, those with a UK-wide or international impact.

Reserved matters include:
· Benefits and social security
· Immigration
· Defence
· Foreign policy
· Employment
· Broadcasting
· Trade and industry
· Nuclear energy, oil, coal, gas and electricity
· Consumer rights
· Data protection
· The Constitution
6 of 22 – Debating Chamber
Unlike the UK Parliament, which has two chambers (the House of Commons and the House of Lords), the Scottish Parliament has just one chamber.

The Debating Chamber is the focal point for the Scottish Parliament’s business. It is where MSPs meet to debate topical issues and decide on new laws. It is also where MSPs question the First Minister, Cabinet Secretaries and Ministers on a regular basis, and where statements are made on policy developments and key events.

Visit the website below to learn more about the Debating Chamber using the interactive guide:
The Scottish Parliament
7 of 22 – Question 1
How many MSPs represent each person in Scotland?
A. 1
B. 4
C. 7
D. 8

The correct answer is D, 8.
8 of 22 – Question 2
Which of the following are devolved matters that the Scottish Parliament can pass laws on?

Choose all that apply:
A. Education
B. Defence
C. Housing
D. Sport
E. Immigration

The correct answers are A, C and D, education, housing and sport.
9 of 22 – Question 3
What title is given to the head of the Scottish Government?
A. First Minister 
B. Prime Minister
C. Cabinet Secretary
D. Presiding Officer

The correct answer is A, First Minister.
10 of 22 – Welsh Assembly
The National Assembly for Wales, established by the Government of Wales Act 1998, is the democratically elected body that represents the interests of Wales and its people, makes laws for Wales, and holds the Welsh Government to account. It has 60 elected Assembly Members (AMs) and meets at the Senedd in Cardiff. 

The Welsh Government consists of:
· The First Minister
· Welsh Ministers
· The Counsel General
· Deputy Ministers
11 of 22 – Assembly Members (AMs)
The Assembly is made up of 60 elected Assembly Members:
· 40 are chosen to represent individual constituencies
· 20 are chosen to represent the five regions of Wales (North Wales, Mid and West Wales, South West Wales, South Wales Central and South Wales East)

These combined result in the 60 elected members that are part of the National Assembly of Wales.
12 of 22 – Powers of the Welsh Assembly
Devolved matters
The National Assembly for Wales can pass laws (known as Assembly Acts) on devolved matters – in general, those affecting most aspects of day-to-day life in Wales.

Devolved matters include:
· Agriculture, Forestry, Animals, Plants and Rural Development
· Ancient Monuments and Historic Buildings
· Culture
· Economic Development
· Education and Training
· Environment
· Fire and Rescue Services and Fire Safety
· Food
· Health and Health Services
· Highways and Transport
· Housing
· Local Government
· National Assembly for Wales
· Public Administration
· Social Welfare
· Sport and Recreation
· Tourism
· Devolved Taxes
· Town and Country Planning
· Water and Flood Defence
· Welsh Language

Reserved matters
The UK Parliament at Westminster can pass laws on reserved matters – in general, those with a UK-wide or international impact.

Any area not listed as devolved is a reserved matter.
13 of 22 – Debating Chamber
The Debating Chamber of the National Assembly for Wales is called the Siambr. It is where Assembly Members meet to debate topical issues and to decide on new laws.

The Siambr is an electronic debating chamber. This means every Member has an individual computer terminal, to enable them to research subjects for debate and to undertake work when not being called to speak. They also have access to headphones to amplify the sound in the Siambr, or to use the simultaneous interpretation services provided. Digital clocks are located around the Siambr to time the speakers – if they turn to red it means the speaker has overrun his or her allotted time. Members are also able to use the screens in the Siambr to show films or electronic presentations of relevance. Proceedings in the Siambr are broadcast live on senedd.tv.

Visit the website below to see the seating plan of the Siambr:
Senedd Seating Plan
14 of 22 – Question 4
The National Assembly for Wales is made up of 60 elected Assembly Members. How many of these represent individual constituencies?
A. 20
B. 30
C. 40
D. 50

The correct answer is C, 40.
15 of 22 – Question 5
What are laws passed by the National Assembly of Wales called?
A. Acts
B. Assembly Regulations
C. Welsh Laws
D. Assembly Acts

The correct answer is D, Assembly Acts.
16 of 22 – Northern Ireland Assembly
The Northern Ireland Assembly, created by the Northern Ireland Act 1998, is the legislature, or law-making body, made up of Members of the Legislative Assembly (MLAs). MLAs are elected by the people of Northern Ireland to represent their views and make laws on their behalf. The Assembly meets in the Assembly Chamber of Parliament Buildings, in the Stormont Estate in Belfast. 

The Executive Committee is the Government of Northern Ireland. It is made up of the First Minister, deputy First Minister, two Junior Ministers and eight departmental ministers. The Executive Committee exercises executive authority on behalf of the Northern Ireland Assembly. Its role is to:
· Make decisions on significant issues and matters which cut across the responsibility of two or more Ministers
· Agree proposals put forward by Ministers for new legislation in the form of ‘Executive Bills’ for consideration by the Assembly
· Draw up a programme for government and an agreed budget for approval by the Assembly

Visit the website below and watch the video to learn more about the difference between the Northern Ireland Assembly and the Executive Committee:
The Assembly and the Executive Committee
17 of 22 – Members of the Legislative Assembly (MLAs)
Members of the Legislative Assembly (MLAs) are elected by, and represent the people of, Northern Ireland. MLAs pass laws and examine policy on transferred matters like health, education, the environment, social work and housing. They scrutinise the work of Ministers and hold Departments to account.

The Northern Ireland Assembly currently has 90 elected members from 18 constituencies.

MLAs are elected using a voting system called the Single Transferable Vote. Visit the website below and watch the video to see how this voting system works:
How do we elect MLAs?
18 of 22 – Powers of the Northern Ireland Assembly
Devolution in Northern Ireland is slightly different to Scotland and Wales, with government powers divided into three categories. 

Transferred matters
The Northern Ireland Assembly can pass laws on devolved or transferred matters – in general, those affecting most aspects of day-to-day life in Northern Ireland. They include health, education, policing, agriculture, environment, roads and public transport.

Reserved matters
The UK Parliament at Westminster can pass laws on reserved matters – in general, those with a UK-wide or international impact. Reserved matters could be transferred in the future with cross-community consent.  

Excepted matters
Excepted matters, including matters such as parliamentary and assembly elections, international relations, and defence cannot be transferred without primary legislation from Westminster.
19 of 22 – Assembly Chamber
The Northern Ireland Assembly operates a single legislative chamber called the Assembly Chamber.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Assembly Chamber is where the Assembly holds plenary meetings where MLAs:
· Debate and vote on legislation
· Debate issues of concern to the people of Northern Ireland
· Question Ministers about the work of Government Departments

Plenary meetings happen in public view. Anyone can sit in the Public Gallery. Meetings are also broadcast live. 

Visit the website below and use the interactive resource to explore inside the parliament buildings:
Inside Parliament Buildings
20 of 22 – Question 6
What is the law-making body of Northern Ireland called?
A. Northern Ireland Assembly
B. Executive Committee

The correct answer is A, Northern Ireland Assembly
21 of 22 – Question 7
Match the following government powers; Transferred matters, Reserved matters and Excepted matters, with their definitions below:
1. Matters that the UK Parliament currently legislate for, but which could be transferred in the future with cross-community consent
2. Matters that cannot be transferred without primary legislation from Westminster
3. Matters that the Northern Ireland Assembly have devolved powers to legislate for

The correct answers are shown below:
Transferred matters are matters that the Northern Ireland Assembly have devolved powers to legislate for.
Reserved matters are matters that the UK Parliament currently legislate for, but which could be transferred in the future with cross-community consent.
Excepted matters are matters that cannot be transferred without primary legislation from Westminster.
22 of 22 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on devolved parliaments.

You should now:
· Understand how the devolved Parliaments/Assemblies of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland operate
· Know the devolved powers that the Parliaments/Assemblies of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland have

If you have any questions about anything covered in this session, please speak to your tutor for more help.
