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1 of 12 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on the active and passive voice.
In this session we will cover:
· Definition of the active and passive voice
· Subject and verb recap
· Sentence structure in the passive voice
· Practise with past participles
· Different used of the passive voice
· Practical exercises
2 of 12 – What are active voices?
We use the ‘active voice’ in most of the sentences we speak or write every day. 
However, we sometimes use the ‘passive voice’. The difference is who is doing ‘the action’ in a sentence or to whom is the action being done.
Here is an example of the active voice:
‘The dog has bitten James!’
In this example, the dog is doing the action.
3 of 12 – What are passive voices?
In the passive voice, the subject and the object are ‘flipped around’, so that the action is done to the person or object by someone or something else.

Here is an example of the passive voice:

‘James was bitten by the dog!’
4 of 12 – Question 1
Now try to identify whether the following sentences are in the active or passive voice.  
1. I caught the cricket ball at full stretch.
2. Emily was knocked over by a car in the street.
3. Small mammals are hunted by birds of prey such as falcons.
4. The plumber fixed our gas boiler.

Answers: 

1. Active
2. Passive
3. Passive
4. Active
5 of 12 – Question 2
Find the ‘subject’ and ‘object’ in each of the following sentences.
1. Anna sent the text.
2. The hunter killed two lions.
3. Someone’s stolen my phone
4. My brother mended my bike
Answers:
1. ‘Anna’ is the subject, ‘the text’ is the object.
2. ‘The hunter’ is the subject, ‘two lions’ is the object.
3. ‘Someone’ is the subject, ‘my phone’ is the object.
4. ‘My brother’ is the subject, ‘my bike’ is the object.
6 of 12 – Passive voice
We have already seen that in the passive voice, actions are done to the subject of the sentence.
Here is an example of the passive voice:
‘The presents were all bought by my grandparents.’
There are two verbs in this sentence, what are they?
The passive voice often uses this combination of the verb ‘to be’ in the past, present or future, plus the past participle of another verb.  For example, ‘I have drunk’, ‘he has eaten’, ‘she was expelled’ and ‘they were hunted’.
The first one - ‘were’ – is the verb ‘to be’ in the past tense.
The second one is - ’bought’ – which is the ‘past participle’ of the verb ‘to buy’.  
7 of 12 – Past Participles
People often make mistakes with past participles when speaking English. 
Here is an incorrect example of a past participle:
‘I’ve been bit by a dog.’
The correct past participle for this sentence would be ‘Bitten’ instead of ‘Bit’.





8 of 12 – Question 3
Replace the action verb in the following sentences with the correct past participle.
1. My sister was sting by a wasp.
2. The world record is hold by Usain Bolt.
3. My friend Steve was arrest by the police.
4. I’ll never be abduct by aliens.
Answers:
1. My sister was stung by a wasp.
2. The world record is held by Usain Bolt.
3. My friend Steve was arrested by the police.
4. I’ll never be abducted by aliens.
9 of 12 – Question 4
Let’s test your understanding. Have a look at the following sentences and try to find one mistake in each. 
Replace the mistake with the correct word.
1. My mum’s car were repaired by our local mechanic.
2. The panting was done with hand.
3. I think Charlie and the Chocolate factory was writ by Roald Dahl.
4. Alice run the school tuck shop.
Answers:
The correct sentences should be:
1. My mum’s car was repaired by our local mechanic.
2. The panting was done by hand.
3. I think Charlie and the Chocolate factory was written by Roald Dahl.
4. Alice ran the school tuck shop.
10 of 12 – Other uses of the passive voice
There are other ways we can use the passive voice.
Sometimes the verb ‘get’ is used.
Here is an example:
‘Yusef got hurt in a car crash.’
‘Be careful with that glass. It could get broken’.



11 of 12 – Question 5
Try to complete the following sentences with the words given to you.
1. Blank are requested not to smoke on college grounds.
2. The soldier blank a medal for bravery
3. Blank he was brought up by his aunt in Pakistan.
4. I am afraid blank has been discontinued.
Words/Phrases: 
· After his parents died
· was awarded
· that particular brand
· Students and staff
Answers:
1. Students and staff are requested not to smoke on college grounds.
2. The soldier was awarded a medal for bravery
3. After his parents died he was brought up by his aunt in Pakistan.
4. I am afraid that particular brand has been discontinued.
12 of 12 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on the active and passive voice.
In this session we have covered:
· Definition of the active and passive voice
· Subject and verb recap
· Sentence structure in the passive voice
· Practice with past participles
· Different uses of the passive voice
· Practical exercises
If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.






