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English Level 2 – Understanding Essay Titles
1 of 17 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on understanding essay titles.

In this session we will be covering:
· Understanding essay titles
· Analysing essay titles
· Picking apart the title
· Focusing on the title
· Making notes
· Using the title
· Key words in titles
2 of 17 – Understanding essay titles
Essay titles contain clues which show you what the examiner or marker is looking for. In this session we will be learning what those clues are and how to look out for them.
These clues include:
· Topic or content words which are words or phrases that tell you the main subject of the essay
· Limiting or focus words which are words that tell you which aspects of the subject you should write about
· Direction words which are words that tell you what you need to do
3 of 17 – Question 1
Which words in this essay title are the topic or content words?

Outline the developmental milestones for children aged 1 to 2 years.
A. Outline
B. Developmental milestones for children
C. Aged 1 to 2 years

The correct answer is B, developmental milestones for children.
4 of 17 – Question 2
Which words in this essay title are the limiting or focus words?

Outline the developmental milestones for children aged 1 to 2 years.
A. Outline
B. Developmental milestones for children
C. Aged 1 to 2 years

The correct answer is C, aged 1 to 2 years.
5 of 17 – Analysing essay titles
Analysing an essay title has four stages:
1. Pick apart the title
2. Focus on the title
3. Make notes
4. Use the title
6 of 17 – Picking apart the title
All essays contain a central question which has to be answered – your job is to find and understand that question!

Remember, writing everything you know about a topic will not get you the best marks.

Look for:
· Topic or content words
· Limiting or focus words
· Direction words
7 of 17 – Focussing on the title
Taking time to make sure you understand the title will pay off.

Top tips to help you focus:
· Read the title slowly three times
· Underline or highlight the key words
· Write the essay title in your own words - what is it really looking for? What are the central questions?
· Discuss the title with someone else
8 of 17 – Making notes
Note down any questions that are prompted by the title:
· Why did this happen … ?
· How often … ?
· How typical is it … ?

Then:
· Ask yourself if there is a reason why this particular question was set - is it a topical item? Is there a public controversy over the issue?
· Write down your own thoughts and opinions about the matter.
9 of 17 – Making notes – mind mapping
A useful method for making notes about the essay title is mind mapping. It may be that there are several aspects to a question. Mind mapping can help you to make sure you don’t miss any important details.

To create a mindmap:
1. Start at the centre of a blank landscape page
2. Use words and pictures throughout your map
3. The lines make the associations between ideas as clear as possible
4. Experiment with different ways of linking and emphasising different aspects
5. The structure that should develop will be a ‘radiant hierarchy’ with ideas radiating out from your central theme and main branches
10 of 17 – Making notes – mind mapping
Visit this website to learn more about mind mapping:
Mind mapping

Continue and watch the following video that explains how to mind map.
Mind Mapping Training - Learn to Mind Map in 99 seconds
11 of 17 – Using the title
Put the title somewhere you can see it – use a post-it note, piece of paper, screensaver or whatever is going to keep you focussed on the title.

Keep checking the exact wording so you don’t start writing about something that isn’t relevant.

Refer to the title directly in your introduction to explain what you are going to write about.

Refer to the title directly in your conclusion as you answer the central question.
12 of 17 – Direction words in titles
There are lots of direction words used in essay titles that indicate the approach you need to take in your essay.

Visit this website to see some of these key words explained:
Essay terms explained
13 of 17 – Question 3
Match the following key words, explain, outline and to what extent to the explanations below:
1. Make clear why something happens, or why something is the way it is.
2. Consider how far something is true, or contributes to a final outcome
3. Give only the main points, showing the main structure

The correct answers are shown below:
Explain means to make clear why something happens, or why something is the way it is.
To what extent means to consider how far something is true, or contributes to a final outcome.
Outline means to give only the main points, showing the main structure.
14 of 17 – Question 4
Match the following key words, summarise, contrast and evaluate with the explanations below:
1. Assess the worth, importance or usefulness of something, using evidence. There will probably be cases to be made both for and against.
2. Set two or more items or arguments in opposition so as to draw out differences. Indicate whether the differences are significant.	
3. Draw out the main points only, leaving out details or examples.

The correct answers are shown below:
Evaluate means to assess the worth, importance or usefulness of something, using evidence. There will probably be cases to be made both for and against.
Contrast means to set two or more items or arguments in opposition so as to draw out differences. Indicate whether the differences are significant.
Summarise means to draw out the main points only, leaving out details or examples.
15 of 17 – Checklist
Before you start to plan and write your essay ask yourself these questions:
· Have I identified absolutely every element of the title?
· Have I thought carefully about the implications of every element of the title?
· Have I decided on an essay structure that will address each aspect of the title appropriately?
· Am I sure that I am not missing anything important in my interpretation of the title?
16 of 17 – Task
Download the accompanying PDF, Understanding Essay Titles Task and complete the questions.
17 of 17 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on understanding essay titles.

In this session we have covered:
· Understanding essay titles
· Analysing essay titles
· Picking apart the title
· Focussing on the title
· Making notes
· Using the title
· Direction words in titles

If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
