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Literacy Entry Level 3 – Using a dictionary and thesaurus
1 of 14 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on using a dictionary and a thesaurus. In this session we are going to look at what a dictionary is and what a thesaurus is, and think about the different jobs that both of these things can do.

By the end of this session, you will:
· Understand what a dictionary is
· Know the main uses of a dictionary
· Understand what a thesaurus is
· Know the main uses of a thesaurus
2 of 14 – What is a dictionary?
A dictionary is basically a long list of different words alongside their different meanings, and they will also tell you the type of word that you are dealing with as well – meaning a dictionary will tell you whether a word is a verb or a noun, for example.

There was a time when dictionaries were very large books that people had to carry around with them. While dictionaries still come in book form, you can also find them online now as well – we will look at this in more detail a little later in this session.

Dictionaries also come in the form of mobile applications that can be downloaded to your phone or tablet.
3 of 14 – How are dictionaries organised?
Dictionaries organise their information alphabetically – meaning the words are listed in the same order as the alphabet. Each word is classed as its own ‘entry’ in the dictionary and because of this it has a set space in the book, where it is usually written in bold writing to help it stand out.

So the words – or entries – in a dictionary will run through from A at the beginning to Z at the end. But that is not all you need to remember!

Because there are so many words that start with the same letter, sometimes you need to be on the lookout for the second letter in a word as well (sometimes you will even need the third letter too).

Let’s look at one or two examples of what this means in practice!

If, for example, you were using a dictionary to look for the word ‘art’, then you would start by going to the A section of the dictionary.

However, there are lots of words that start with A so from here you would look for the second letter in the word, which in this case is R. This will take us towards the end of the A section, as R appears much later in the alphabet.

This means that you can skim through all the words beginning with A R in this section to find the one that you are looking for.

If you were looking for another word though – like artist, for example – you would have to look even further down the list as this has an extra letter after the T, which puts it lower down the list than art.

It might be worth a visit to your local library – or your school or college library – to try out using a dictionary for yourself.

You can make a list of words, featuring any English language words that you like, and then practice finding them using a printed dictionary, as this will help to get you into the habit of this kind of searching.

It is worth noting though that all this searching will be done differently if you are using an electronic dictionary – such as a website, or a mobile application.

Online dictionaries, or e-dictionaries, will usually have a search bar located somewhere on their front page. This way, rather than scrolling through lots of entries, you can simply type in the word you are looking for and the system will take you straight to it.
4 of 14 – Different types of dictionary
There are a few different types of dictionaries that you are likely to come across and, while they are usually arranged in a similar way to each other, they are often performing very different jobs.

One example of a different type of dictionary that you might find is a language dictionary. 

Even though they are called dictionaries, they work in a slightly different way to English language dictionaries, because a language dictionary will not actually give you the meaning of a word. What it will do, however, is give you the English language word or phrase in another language.

If, for example, you were to pick up a Spanish language dictionary, you could use that dictionary to translate phrases from English into Spanish – but you will not find any specific definitions in there for the words that you are using.

Another type of dictionary that you might come across during your studies are specialist dictionaries.

Specialist dictionaries are still arranged in alphabetical order but instead of listing all of the words in the English language, they will list all of the words on a certain topic. So you might find specialist dictionaries that list words to do with science, art, geography and many other topics, and they will list words that are connected to this main subject.

You might also come across illustrated dictionaries as well.

Illustrated dictionaries will give you the meaning of a word but they will also provide a small picture so you can see that word being used in real life.

Note: a lot of specialist dictionaries are also illustrated dictionaries!
5 of 14 – Why is using a dictionary useful?
There are many different reasons why using a dictionary can be helpful and useful on a day-to-day basis, for example:
· They help us to check the spelling of a word
· They help us to check the meaning of a word – which is just as important as checking the spelling!
· They help us to find out what type of word we are using – verb, noun, and so on
· They help us to develop our vocabulary (remember: your vocabulary is the bank of words that you use for your writing and your speech)
· They help us to discover more about the English language

By using a dictionary, we can improve our spoken and written English skills, making us better communicators all round!
6 of 14 – Question 1
Read the statements below and see if you can decide which ones are true and which are false.

Dictionaries are organised from the shortest word to the longest word.
True
False

The correct answer is: False.

Dictionaries are organised in alphabetical order, starting with A and ending at Z.
True
False

The correct answer is: True.

Online dictionaries are also alphabetical so you have to scroll through them to find your word.
True
False

The correct answer is: False.

Dictionaries can now be found online and can be viewed on your phone using an app.
True
False

The correct answer is: True.
7 of 14 – Question 2
What are the different types of dictionary that you are likely to come across? 

Choose all that apply:
A. Illustrated dictionary
B. Text-speak dictionary
C. Specialist dictionary
D. Language dictionary
E. Emoji dictionary

The correct answers are A, C and D, illustrated dictionary, specialist dictionary and language dictionary.
8 of 14 – What is a thesaurus?
A thesaurus is another tool that you can use to improve your literacy skills and your vocabulary. In a similar way to dictionaries, thesauruses are books where words are listed in alphabetical order.

However, while dictionaries give you the meaning of a word, a thesaurus actually gives you something else entirely. Instead of the word’s meaning, a thesaurus will give you words that mean the same or something very similar to the word that you originally looked up.

Thesauruses are also available electronically now – meaning they can be found online in a number of different spaces and styles, and they can also be downloaded to your mobile phone or tablet as an app.

If you are using an electronic thesaurus – just like with an electronic dictionary – you will probably put your start word into a search bar, and the system will find all of the other words you can use.
9 of 14 – Synonyms and antonyms
When words have the same or similar meanings to each other we can call these words synonyms. This means that thesauruses are made up largely of synonyms – or words that are synonymous with each other, meaning they share a meaning.

Let’s consider some examples, by using a thesaurus: 
· The word hungry could become ravenous, starving, or famished.
· The word happy could become joyful, cheerful, or content.
· The word miserable could become glum, gloomy, or a little down.

It is useful to know synonyms, especially for words that you use often, and we will look at the specific reasons for this a little later on.

While thesauruses are mostly made up of synonyms – remember, these are words that share a general meaning with each other – there are some thesauruses that might have a section for antonyms as well.

An antonym is a word that is opposite in meaning to another word, for example:
· Open and close
· Loud and quiet
· Hungry and full
· Colourful and pale

Much like synonyms, antonyms are important for improving our spoken and written English skills. They might even allow us to explain ourselves and our thoughts a little easier as well.
10 of 14 – Why is using a thesaurus useful?
Even though you will probably use a thesaurus less often than you use a dictionary, it is still important that you know how to use a thesaurus and why using one might be useful to you.

Much like dictionaries, a thesaurus performs a number of different roles:
· It helps us to develop our vocabulary, i.e. it will help us to expand our current bank of words and phrases
· They can make our writing clearer and easier for someone else to understand
· They can help to make our writing much more varied, especially with descriptions
· They help our understanding of the English language overall

Knowing more words will help us to explain ourselves better – whether we are writing or speaking. So if there are words that you use quite often, now is the time to widen your horizons a little by finding some synonyms for your favourite words!
11 of 14 – Question 3
Read the sentences below and see if you can decide which ones are true and which ones are false.

A thesaurus is a type of dictionary that will explain the meanings of a word.
True
False

The correct answer is: False.

Thesauruses can also be viewed online or downloaded to your mobile phone.
True
False

The correct answer is: True.

A thesaurus contains lists of synonyms for different words in the English language.
True
False

The correct answer is: True.

A thesaurus might also provide antonyms, which are words that rhyme with your original word.
True
False

The correct answer is: False.
12 of 14 – Question 4
Decide which of the following are synonyms for cosy, protected and merry.
1. Guarded
2. Light-hearted
3. Snug
4. Cuddled up
5. Lively
6. Safe and sound

The correct answers are shown below:
Snug and cuddled up are synonyms for cosy.
Safe and sound and guarded are synonyms for protected.
Light-hearted and lively are synonyms for merry.
13 of 14 – Question 5
Use the following words, varied, antonyms, writing, synonyms, meaning and vocabulary, to complete the sentences below:

Dictionaries and thesauruses are useful tools for improving our blank – this is the bank of words that we use when we are blank and speaking. By using these tools, we can learn more words which will make our written work more blank, and it will also be more interesting for a reader. Even though we use them in similar ways, dictionaries and thesauruses also have their differences. For example, a dictionary will give us the blank of a word, while a thesaurus will give us the blank for a word – and maybe even the blank as well.

The correct sentences should read as follows:

Dictionaries and thesauruses are useful tools for improving our vocabulary – this is the bank of words that we use when we are writing and speaking. By using these tools, we can learn more words which will make our written work more varied, and it will also be more interesting for a reader. Even though we use them in similar ways, dictionaries and thesauruses also have their differences. For example, a dictionary will give us the meaning of a word, while a thesaurus will give us the synonyms for a word – and maybe even the antonyms as well.
14 of 14 – End
Well done! You have completed this session on using a dictionary and thesaurus.

In this session you have looked at:
· What a dictionary is
· The main uses of a dictionary
· What a thesaurus is
· The main uses of a thesaurus

If you have any questions about any of the topics covered, please make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
