
Literacy Entry Level 3 – Nouns
1 of 16 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on nouns. In this session we are going to think about what nouns are and look at the different ways we can use nouns to build our sentences.

[bookmark: _GoBack]By the end of this session you will:
· Understand what a noun is
· Know how nouns can be used
· Understand the difference between common and proper nouns
· Understand how to make a compound noun
· Understand what collective nouns are
· Understand what pronouns are and how they are used
2 of 16 – What are nouns?
In the English language there are different types of words that we use to build our sentences – these different word types are things like verbs, adjectives, and nouns (which will be the focus of this session).

Even though there are different types of nouns – which we will look at in the following sections – the general definition of a noun is that it is the name of a person, place, or thing, for example, Claire, beach, or coffee table. 

Because there are different type of nouns available to us, it is important we know the proper names for these different nouns.
3 of 16 – Different types of nouns
There are different types of nouns that we will look at in this session, which are:

Common
Common nouns are people, places, and things, and they always start with a small letter. Some everyday examples of common nouns are things like: office, homework, desk, and gym.

They are everyday words that we use often (which helps us to think of them as common).

Proper
Alongside common nouns we also have proper nouns. These are also people, places and things, but they are more specific than common nouns are, and proper nouns always start with a capital letter.

This means that proper nouns will always be a particular person (Mark), a particular place (Bournemouth), or a particular thing (a Curriculum Vitae, or CV).

The reason for this is because proper nouns are referring to one particular thing over all others – so it might be the difference between a pair of spectacles and a Converse pair of spectacles (see how one of these is a little more detailed than the other?).

Concrete
Concrete nouns is the name given to nouns that are physical things – this means that it is something that you can reach out and touch, throw, or kick.

Examples of concrete nouns will be words like: football, teddy bear, spoon.

Abstract
The opposite group of words to this are abstract nouns. This is the name given to nouns that are not physical – meaning you cannot reach out and touch them or handle them – but they are things that exist and are felt, even if they are not seen.

Examples of abstract nouns will be words like: love, hope, education.

These are things that we are aware of in our everyday lives even though they will not always be visible to us.

Compound
When you pair two nouns together to make a new word, what you will eventually end up with is a compound noun:

noun + noun = compound noun

car + park = carpark

bath + room = bathroom

The rule with compound nouns is that the two nouns being added together have to make a new noun that makes sense and can be used to describe a different thing.

Making compound nouns can actually be quite a fun challenge, and it is worth paying attention to how many words we use every day that are actually made up from other words entirely!

Collective
Collective nouns are the words that we use to describe a group of something.

In the example phrase, “a litter of puppies”, the word ‘litter’ is the collective noun, as it is the word used to refer to a group of puppies as a whole.

You also might find, “a pack of hounds”, where ‘pack’ is the collective noun, or even, “a murder of crows”, where ‘murder’ is the collective noun.

Some things and animals are given interesting and unusual collective nouns, while some collective nouns are words that you might recognise from different sentences completely, for example:

A school is a place of learning (which makes it a common noun), but you might also encounter a school of fish (which makes it a collective noun, as it is referring to the whole group of fish).

Remember, nouns are words that we use in everyday language – whether it is writing or even speaking – so you will probably recognise some of the example words as they appear. Knowing the proper names for these nouns is important for our understanding of how best to use them.
4 of 16 – Expanded noun phrases
Another way of using nouns is to build expanded noun phrases. This is when we take a noun and add new information to it, in order to fill out the description of it. For example: “the large forest”.

In this example ‘forest’ is the noun; we can expand it to ‘the forest’ (‘the’ is an article word in this example), and then we can expand it again to add ‘large’ (‘large’ is an adjective word in this example). By expanding ‘forest’, we now know a little more about the forest that is being talked about.

You can do this for many place nouns in order to give your reader, or listener, more information which will help to keep them interested: the beautiful house, the dark hallway, the loud kitchen.

Remember, when you expand your noun you must use an adjective – a describing word – because other word types would not make sense with your noun!
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Nouns are… what?

Choose the three answers that apply:
A. Compound words
B. Describing words
C. Doing words
D. Things
E. People
F. Places

The correct answers are D, E and F, things, people, and places.
6 of 16 – Question 2
Categorise the nouns below according to if they are common nouns or proper nouns.

Raj
Sony
School
Beach
Table
Cookie
McDonald’s
Towel
Oreo
Cornwall

The correct answers are:

Common nouns are school, beach, table, cookie and towel.
Proper nouns are Raj, Sony, McDonald’s, Oreo and Cornwall.
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Match the type of noun; concrete nouns or abstract nouns to the descriptions below:
1. These are physical things and objects that you can reach out and touch
2. These are things that you cannot see physically but you can experience them and feel them

The correct answers are:
Concrete nouns are physical things and objects that you can reach out and touch.
Abstract nouns are things that you cannot see physically but you can experience them and feel them.
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Read the statements below. Which ones are using compound nouns correctly?

Choose all that apply:
A. We’re having a new bathroom fitted.
B. The Jones family have decided to go to the beach this week.
C. Summer is a great time to visit a waterpark.
D. Marcus has managed to get himself a new dog friend.

The correct answers are A and C, we’re having a new bathroom fitted, and summer is a great time to visit a waterpark.
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Pronouns are part of the noun family and we can use these to make sure that we do not repeat the same noun too often in the same sentence, or across a small collection of sentences.

Once the person, place, or thing (that is the noun) has been properly introduced to begin with, we can replace the noun with he/she/their/it – along with one or two other options – so we do not have to repeat the noun over and over (these are examples of pronouns and how we can use them).

In the pronoun family there are two different types of pronouns that we can use and they each come with their own rules to follow. These are:
· Personal
· Possessive
10 of 16 – Personal pronouns
Personal pronouns can be used in place of a person or a thing – and there are as many as twelve personal pronouns in the English language that we can use, depending on the noun we are replacing and depending on the structure of our sentences.

There are twelve pronouns we can choose from, which are:
1. I
2. It
3. Him
4. You
5. We
6. Her
7. He
8. They
9. Us
10. She
11. Me
12. Them

I saw a cat crossing the road earlier, I’m not sure where it was going but it seemed happy enough. 

In this sentence the cat is the noun – as it is a thing – however, as we have already mentioned the cat, when we mention it again later in the sentence we can use ‘it’ instead, so we do not have to keep repeating the original noun.
11 of 16 – Personal pronouns – continued
If we knew whether the cat was male or female then we could write this sentence differently again:

I saw a cat crossing the road earlier, I’m not sure where he was going but he seemed happy enough.

Following the same pattern from our first example – only now we know the cat is male – we can change the noun (cat) into a pronoun (he) to avoid repeating the same word.

This same pattern can be used for other pronouns as well, for example:

A group of children came into the library earlier; they looked hungry for knowledge. 

In this example our original noun (children) can be replaced by a pronoun (they) after we have introduced the children in the first part of our sentence. Fun fact: in this example, knowledge is being used as an abstract noun!
12 of 16 – Possessive pronouns
Possessive pronouns are part of the noun family too, but these are used a little differently as their main job is to show ownership of a person or a thing.

Some possessive pronouns can be used on their own – meaning they do not need a noun to sit next to them – such as: mine, yours, his, hers, ours, theirs and whose. For example:

Try not to touch anything; everything in this room is mine.

In the example sentence above, the possessive pronoun is ‘mine’, as this shows the reader who the things belong to. However, even though we know there are things (or nouns) in the room, these specific nouns are not actually written into the sentence, meaning the pronoun here is working alone.
13 of 16 – Possessive pronouns – continued
There are other possessive pronouns that can only be used if there is a noun sitting next to them – they will never be found alone in a sentence, as they simply do not make sense without an accompanying noun.

These types of possessive pronouns are words like: my, your, his, her, its, our and their. For example:

That's my hairbrush.

That’s her handbag.

In these examples, the pronouns are being used to point to a noun and show ownership of a noun, rather than replacing the noun altogether (which is what personal pronouns are kept for).
14 of 16 – Question 5
Read the sentences below and see if you can spot which pronouns are personal and which ones are possessive.

Emily doesn’t like to swim at the weekend, she prefers weekdays.
Personal
Possessive

The correct answer is: Personal

Archan likes knowing that no one else has used his bathroom.
Personal
Possessive

The correct answer is: Possessive

Habiba has told Abda that she doesn’t have homework this evening.
Personal
Possessive

The correct answer is: Personal

Joey gets quite angry when people try to share his food.
Personal
Possessive

The correct answer is: Possessive
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Using the following choice of words; who or what, ownership, replaces, personal, collective, compound, abstract and common, fill in the blanks for the paragraph below:

In the noun family there are blank and proper nouns, concrete and blank nouns, as well as nouns that are made up from other nouns (we call these blank nouns) and nouns that refer to groups of things (we call these blank nouns). The other member of this word family are pronouns, and these can either be blank or possessive. A personal pronoun is a word that blank a noun in a sentence while a possessive pronoun is used to show blank has blank of a noun.

The correct paragraph should read:

In the noun family there are common and proper nouns, concrete and abstract nouns, as well as nouns that are made up from other nouns (we call these compound nouns) and nouns that refer to groups of things (we call these collective nouns). The other member of this word family are pronouns, and these can either be personal or possessive. A personal pronoun is a word that replaces a noun in a sentence while a possessive pronoun is used to show who or what has ownership of a noun.
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Well done! You have completed this session on nouns.

In this session you have looked at:
· What a noun is
· How nouns can be used
· The difference between common and proper nouns
· How to make a compound noun
· What collective nouns are
· What pronouns are and how they are used

If you have any questions about any of the topics covered, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
