
English Level 2 – Conjunctions
1 of 15 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on conjunctions.

In this session we will be covering:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What is a conjunction?
· Coordinating conjunctions
· Subordinating conjunctions
· Conjunction positions
2 of 15 – Conjunctions
Conjunctions connect and relate ideas in:
· Words
· Phrases
· Sentences

They assist in the logical flow of ideas as they signal the relationship between these ideas.
3 of 15 – Coordinating conjunctions
The most commonly used conjunctions are:
· And
· But 
· Or

These are called coordinating conjunctions.

Co-ordinating conjunctions join two ideas of equal value in a sentence.

It does not matter which way round the ideas are presented.

You could say “it is cold and wet today” or “it is wet and cold today”.

It does not affect the meaning of the sentence.
4 of 15 – Subordinating conjunctions 
Subordinating conjunctions are used less frequently. They include:
· Although
· Since
· Whereas
· Because
· Till
· Whether
· Before
· Unless
· If

Subordinating conjunctions connect two ideas of unequal value.

The order of the ideas cannot be changed around.

You could say “I left early because I had an interview the next day”.

However, you cannot change the ideas round to say “I had an interview the next day because I left early” as this does not mean the same thing.
5 of 15 – Conjunction positions
The positions of conjunctions can help you to know what type of conjunction it is.

Coordinating conjunctions must always be positioned between the two ideas they are connecting.

Here is an example of a coordinating conjunction:
Would you like tea or coffee? (The conjunction is the word ‘or’.)

Subordinating conjunctions do not have to occur between the two ideas they are connecting.

Here is an example of a subordinating conjunction positioned between the two ideas it is connecting:
I left early because I had an interview the next day. (The conjunction is the word ‘because’.)

Here is an example of a subordinating conjunction positioned before the two ideas it is connecting:
Because I had an interview the next day, I left early. (The conjunction is the word ‘because’).
6 of 15 – Question 1
Read the following sentence and choose the conjunction.

It is cold and wet today.
A. It
B. Is 
C. Cold
D. And
E. Wet
F. Today

The correct answer is D, and.
7 of 15 – Question 2
What type of conjunction is used in the following sentence?

I don’t eat meat or fish
A. Coordinating conjunction
B. Subordinating conjunction

The correct answer is A, coordinating conjunction.
8 of 15 – Question 3
Read the following sentence and choose the conjunction:

I’ll be home at 9pm if I can get a taxi.
A. I’ll
B. Be 
C. Home
D. At 
E. 9pm
F. If 
G. I 
H. Can
I. Get
J. A
K. Taxi
 
The correct answer is F, if. 
9 of 15 – Question 4
Use the following conjunctions, although, unless, and, until, since, when, and the word or to complete the following sentences:
A. We are hungry blank we got home
B. I can’t eat my sweets blank after dinner
C. It had been a long time blank I last played
D. We could rent a car blank we could use public transport
E. Blank he was in a restaurant he didn’t eat anything
F. Jane heard the weather report blank boarded up her house
G. You can’t get fresh bread blank there’s a bakery

The correct answers are:
We are hungry when we got home.
I can’t eat my sweets until after dinner.
It had been a long time since I last played.
We could rent a car or we could use public transport.
Although he was in a restaurant he didn’t eat anything.
Jane heard the weather report and boarded up her house.
You can’t get fresh bread unless there’s a bakery.

10 of 15 – Question 5
What type of conjunction is used in the following sentence?

The proposal could not have been considered further unless it had been signed by all the members. 
(The conjunction used is the word ‘unless’)
A. Coordinating conjunction
B. Subordinating conjunction

The correct answer is B, subordinating conjunction.
11 of 15 – Question 6 
What type of conjunction is used in the following sentence?

Last year we visited Venice and Pisa (the conjunction is the word ‘and’)

A. Coordinating conjunction
B. Subordinating conjunction

The correct answer is A, coordinating conjunction.
12 of 15 – Question 7
What type of conjunction is used in the following sentence?

Karen's definitely coming but I don't think Pete can make it. (The conjunction is the word ‘but’).
A. Coordinating conjunction
B. Subordinating conjunction

The correct answer is A, coordinating conjunction.
13 of 15 – Question 8
What type of conjunction can only appear between the two ideas it is trying to connect?
A. Coordinating conjunction
B. Subordinating conjunction

The correct answer is A, coordinating conjunction.
14 of 15 – Task
Download the accompanying PDF Conjunctions task and complete the activities.
15 of 15 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on conjunctions.

In this session we have covered:
· What is a conjunction?
· Coordinating conjunctions
· Subordinating conjunctions
· Conjunction positions

If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.

