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Welcome to this session on nouns and pronouns.

In this session we will be covering:
· Nouns	
· Concrete nouns
· Abstract nouns
· Proper nouns
· Common nouns
· Pronouns
2 of 12 – Concrete and abstract nouns
Nouns are naming words for people, places, things and ideas.

They are divided into two subsections:
1. Concrete nouns are objects we can smell, taste, touch and see such as chair, table, dog and pen.
2. Abstract nouns are ideas, states and feelings such as love, hope, honour and clarity.

Watch the following video about abstract and concrete nouns.
Concrete nouns vs. abstract nouns
3 of 12 – Proper and common nouns
Nouns can also be sub-divided into proper and common nouns.

A proper noun has two distinctive features that make it different to a common noun:
1. It will name a specific item.
2. It will begin with a capital letter no matter where it occurs in the sentence.

Can you see the difference between these common and proper nouns shown in the table below?
	Common Noun
	Proper noun

	City
	Penguin (brand of biscuit)

	Writer
	Cardiff

	Biscuit
	William Shakespeare

	Restaurant
	Coconut Kitchen



Common nouns name types of people, places, things and ideas.

Proper nouns name specific people, places, things and ideas.
4 of 12 – Proper nouns in a sentence
Read the following sentences and notice the difference between common and proper nouns:

Mum tried to put a homemade biscuit in his lunch box but only a Penguin would satisfy him.

The common noun is ‘biscuit’, the proper noun is ‘Penguin’. 

The next sentence is:

Sally wanted to try a new restaurant, so they went to Coconut Kitchen where the dips and crackers are delicious.

The common noun is ‘restaurant’ and the proper noun is ‘Coconut Kitchen’. 

Proper nouns always have capital letters.
5 of 12 – Pronouns
Pronouns are words that replace the name of a person or an object when it is already clear whom or what you are talking about.

Example 1:
“Jane has broken her leg. She’ll not be able to play football for weeks.”

In the second sentence, she means Jane.

Example 2:
“Do you like the new manager? I don’t like him.”

In the second sentence, him means the new manager.
6 of 12 – Question 1
Which of the following are common nouns?

Choose all that apply.
A. Keys
B. London
C. Rain
D. Love

The correct answers are A, C and D, keys, rain and love.
7 of 12 – Question 2
Which of the following are pronouns?

Choose all that apply:
A. We
B. She
C. Car
D. Peter
E. You
F. It

The correct answers are A, B, E and F, we, she, you and it.
8 of 12 – Question 3
Read the following sentence and choose all the proper nouns.

Rachel and Becky were excited about moving to Manchester in January.
A. Rachel
B. And
C. Becky
D. Were
E. Excited
F. About
G. Moving 
H. To
I. Manchester
J. In
K. January

The correct answers are A, C, I and K, Rachel, Becky, Manchester and January.
9 of 12 – Question 4
Read the following sentence and choose all the pronouns.

Peter went to buy a newspaper. When he got there he realised he had left his money at home. 
A. Peter
B. Went
C. To 
D. Buy
E. A 
F. Newspaper
G. When
H. He 
I. Got
J. There
K. Realised
L. Had
M. Left
N. His 
O. Money
P. At 
Q. Home

The correct answer is H, he.
10 of 12 – Question 5
Read the following sentence. Choose the word that could be replaced with the pronoun ‘she’.

Sian has been revising for weeks so Sian will probably do well in her exams.
A. Sian
B. Has
C. Been
D. Revising
E. For
F. Weeks
G. So
H. Sian
I. Will
J. Probably
K. Do
L. Well
M. In 
N. Her 
O. Exams

The correct answer is H, the second occurrence of the word Sian. 
11 of 12 – Task
Download the accompanying PDF Nouns and Pronouns Task and complete the task.
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Well done. You have completed this session on nouns and pronouns.

In this session we have covered:
· Nouns
· Concrete nouns
· Abstract nouns
· Proper nouns
· Common nouns
· Pronouns

If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
