
Public Services Level 3 – Civil Disobedience
1 of 12 – Welcome
Civil disobedience is a deliberate and planned breach of a policy or law by an individual or group. In this session we are going to look at how civil disobedience, demonstrations and marches are used by society to voice their opinions on intended changes in government policy and proposed legislation.

By the end of this session you will be able to:
· Define civil disobedience
· Identify when civil disobedience has been used as a social response to a change in government policy
· Discuss the impact of civil disobedience on a public service
2 of 12 – Introduction
Civil disobedience is usually done peacefully to highlight how inappropriate a policy or law is. It can often involve the organisation of demonstrations and marches which cause disruption to a particular route or significant place.

Even when the civil disobedience is peaceful it often requires a coordinated public service response to ensure that no one is hurt.

In this session we will look at some of the occasions when civil disobedience, demonstrations and marches have been used to voice public opinion.
3 of 12 – Civil disobedience in the civil rights movement in the USA
Civil disobedience was a common tool in the black civil rights movement in the USA in the 1960s. Black people would deliberately break the racial segregation laws to show how deeply unfair they were and how much the law needed to change.

Rosa Parks in 1955 refused to give her seat up on a bus to a white man when asked to do so. She was arrested and her arrest sparked a chain of events that started with the Montgomory Bus Boycott on the day of Parks’ trial.

Parks soon became an icon, and her experiences eventually led to the birth of the American civil rights movement.

4 of 12 – Famous incidents of civil disobedience
Civil disobedience is not restricted to the USA, it is something that has been used globally to make a point. Read the information below to find out about other famous incidents of civil disobedience.

Salt March 1930 – The Salt March was instigated by Gandhi to demonstrate India’s defiance of British colonial laws over the Empire’s salt monopoly. The march sparked a wave of civil disobedience which contributed to expelling the British Empire.

Textile Strike – Flying pickets in the US marched from town to town persuading workers to walk out. They obstructed production by occupying strategic areas.

Dismantling McDonald’s in France – A militant farmer and his supporters dismantled a McDonald’s restaurant brick by brick because they did not want the introduction of a fast food chain.

Poll Tax Riots – A 200,000 strong protest took place in London in 1990. Prior to the protest people had refused to register for poll tax, they had contested liability orders from the council which clogged up the legal system and they refused to pay.

Fox Hunting 2004 – Landowners defied the Fox Hunting Ban by withdrawing their land for military exercises and denying access to estates to repair weirs.
5 of 12 – Question 1
What can you remember?

The following events happened between 1930 and 2010, but not in chronological order.  What should the correct order be?
1. Fox Hunting Ban
2. Poll Tax Riots
3. Textile Strike
4. Salt March
5. Dismantling McDonalds

The correct order was 4, 3, 2, 5 and 1, as shown below:
1. Salt March (1930)
2. Textile Strike (1934)
3. Poll Tax Riots (1990)
4. Dismantling McDonalds (1999)
5. Fox Hunting Ban (2004)
6 of 12 – Meetings and demonstrations
Meetings can sometimes be held to discuss problems with policy and the decisions that have been made. Sometimes these meetings can include marches and demonstrations, for example, the G20 protests in 2009.

The demonstrations often require the presence of the public services due to the scale of the demonstrations and the possibility of injury. So, at the G20 protests both the Police Service and the Ambulance Service were in attendance.
7 of 12 – Question 2
Match the following events, Demanding the Impossible, Breaking British Rule, Women’s Sunday, Toppling the Tsar, The March against Death and Freedom Road, to the year and place shown below:

1908
1917
1919
1964
1968
1969
Cairo
London
Montgomery
Paris
St Petersburg
Washington

The correct answers are shown in the table below:
	Event
	Year
	Place

	Demanding the Impossible
	1968
	Paris

	Breaking the British Rule
	1919
	Cairo

	Women’s Sunday
	1908
	London

	Toppling the Tsar
	1917
	St Petersburg

	The March against Death
	1969
	Washington

	Freedom Road
	1964
	Montgomery


8 of 12 – World events
The events that you have just looked at happened all over the world and took place because people were very dissatisfied about the subject that they were protesting about.

UK
Women’s Sunday (1908) - the first grand-scale meeting to be organised by the Women's Social and Political Union, that saw the largest number of people gathered in Hyde Park for a political purpose. Women were arguing for the right to vote.

Toppling Thatcher - in March 1990, those most strongly opposed to the Poll Tax convened a rally in central London, to demonstrate over what they saw as an unfair transfer of the local tax burden from rich to poor. The rioting that ensued left more than 100 people hurt and more than 400 arrested.

Paris
Demanding the impossible - a week earlier, the police had been called to occupy the Sorbonne, and Paris began to witness daily student marches, usually culminating in skirmishes between students throwing stones and the police firing tear gas. By May 10th, the number of student demonstrators was estimated at 20,000. At every street leading to the Sorbonne, they found their way blocked by vans and ranks of riot police. This time, the students did not disperse.

US
The March Against Death (1969) - in Washington, as a prelude to the second moratorium against the war scheduled for the following weekend, protesters staged a symbolic “March Against Death”. The march began at 6:00pm and drew over 45,000 participants, each with a placard bearing the name of a soldier who had died in Vietnam. The marchers began at Arlington National Cemetery and continued past the White House, where they called out the names of the dead. The march lasted for two days and nights.

Freedom Road - on 21 March 1965, after a month-long battle, the Freedom March finally set off from Selma to Montgomery to lobby for voter registration. The 1964 Civil Rights Act outlawed discrimination based on race in the United States, but while legally black people were allowed the vote, some southern state officials obstructed their efforts to register.

Egypt
Breaking British Rule - the 1919 Revolution came to a peak on March 16 with the biggest demonstration when some 10,000 civil servants, students, teachers, lawyers and workers marched to Abdeen Palace. Violence, often fierce, broke out among Egyptians and Europeans as the British attempted to bring down the demonstrations using force.

St Petersburg
Toppling the Tsar - revolution broke out first in Russia because the First World War placed the greatest burdens on what was industrially the most backward nation in Europe. The February revolution began on the 23rd with a strike by women textile workers in Petrograd.
9 of 12 – Howard Zinn’s speech
Civil disobedience is something that is believed to be required and is something that Howard Zinn spoke about in the 1970s.  

Watch the video below to hear Matt Damon reading part of Howard Zinn’s speech to see why he thought it was important:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Matt Damon on Civil Disobedience

This concept is particularly important when the government makes a decision about going to war. Protests and rallies were held about the Vietnam War throughout America, but perhaps the biggest global protest was in relation to the war in Iraq.

Browse through the four articles below to see how each event was reported on and how it was managed:
UK’s biggest peace rally
‘Million’ march against Iraq war
One million march against war
Blair dismisses London anti-war march
10 of 12 – Anti-government protests
More recently there have been anti-government protests over housing policies following the Grenfell Tower Fire where over 80 people died.

"I feel the Conservatives are responsible for what happened (at Grenfell)," said protester Lottie Bowes, adding: "They (the government) have made cuts to social housing and don't care about health and safety rules."

“They've ignored entire sections of the community in this country for too long and now they need to go.”
11 of 12 – Impact task
Events such as these can have an impact on the public services, particularly the emergency services, as they are required to manage these protests and ensure that they remain peaceful.

As a member of a planning committee for the next anti-government protest, which is to be held in London, you have been asked to consider the main factors affecting the public services that have to be considered during the planning process.

You have been provided with an Impact grid PDF which you can download and complete. When you have completed the impact grid you need to save it.
12 of 12 – End
You have completed this session on civil disobedience as a social response to government policy.

You should now be able to:
· Define civil disobedience
· Identify when civil disobedience has been used as a social response to a change in government policy
· Discuss the impact of civil disobedience on a public service

If you need help with any of the information in this session, speak to your tutor.
