
SPAG L2 – Suffixes
1 of 19 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on suffixes.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In this session we will look at:
· Definition of prefix and suffix
· Examples of suffixes
· Understanding of suffixes
2 of 19 – Question 1
What do prefix and suffix mean?
Decide which of the following definitions match with ‘prefix’ or ‘suffix’
1. A letter, or group of letters, added to the beginning of a word to change its meaning.
2. A letter, or group of letters, added to the end of a word to change its meaning.
Answers:
1. Suffix
2. Prefix
3 of 19 – Parts of words
Each of the following words have a prefix, suffix and root word. Here are some examples:

Unhelpful: ‘Un’ is the prefix, ‘help’ is the root word, and ‘ful’ is the suffix.
Mistakenly: ‘Mis’ is the prefix, ‘taken’ is the root word, and ‘ly’ is the suffix.
Respectable: ‘Re’ is the prefix, ‘spect’ is the root word, and ‘able’ is the suffix.
4 of 19 – What is a suffix?
A suffix is a letter, or a group of letters, added to the end of a word to change its meaning. 
A suffix is added to a “root” word to add meaning.
Here is an example:
‘Head’ is the root word. If you add the suffix ‘less’ it becomes ‘headless’
These two words mean different things.
A head is: Something that heads or goes ‘at the head’ of something.
Headless is: Without a head!
Now watch the video to find out more about suffixes.
Suffix Video


5 of 19 – Noun suffixes
There are a large number of suffixes that can be used to create nouns.
For example, if we take the root word ‘teach’ and add the suffix ‘-er’, we get a noun meaning ‘someone who teaches’. 
Here are some examples of how suffixes are added to root words to make nouns:
· You can add ‘er’ to teach, to make ‘Teacher’.
· You can add ‘ness’ to high, to make ‘Highness’.
· You can add ‘ment’ to refresh, to make ‘Refreshment’.
· You can add ‘dom’ to king, to make ‘Kingdom’.
6 of 19 – Question 2
Look at the root words, and there new meaning, what is the missing suffix?
1. Head. The new meaning is ‘Position as headteacher’
2. Friend. The new meaning is ‘Being friends’
3. Apprentice. The new meaning is ‘Position as an apprentice’
Answer:
The missing suffix was, ‘Ship’.
7 of 19 – Question 3
Look at the root words, and there new meaning, what is the missing suffix?
1. Calm. The new meaning is ‘A state of being calm’.
2. Loud. The new meaning is ‘A state of being loud’.
3. Peaceful. The new meaning is ‘A state of being peaceful’.
Answer:
The missing suffix was, ‘ness’.
8 of 19 – Question 4
Look at the root words, and there new meaning, what is the missing suffix?
1. Invent. The new meaning is ‘Someone who invents’.
2. Collaborate. The new meaning is ‘Someone who collaborates’.
3. Create. The new meaning is ‘Someone who creates’.
Answer:
The missing suffix was, ‘or’.
9 of 19 – Questions 5
Look at the root words, and there new meaning, what is the missing suffix?
1. Amaze. The new meaning is ‘A state of being amazed’.
2. Govern. The new meaning is ‘A state of being governed’.
3. Enchant. The new meaning is ‘A state of being enchanted’.
Answer:
The missing suffix was, ‘ment’.






10 of 19 – Verb suffixes
The most common verb suffixes all have the meaning ‘to become’.
These four suffixes are:
ate, en, ise, ify
Here are some examples:
‘Gener’ can be changed to ‘Generate’.
‘Light’ can be changed to ‘Lighten’.
‘Motor’ can be changed to ‘Motorise’.
‘Quant’ can be changed to ‘Quantify’.
11 of 19 – Question 6
Look at these root words, and type in a new version of that word by adding the suitable suffix. 
Remember to use one of the four verb suffixes: –ate, –en, –ise or -fy/ify.
1. Public
2. Magni
3. Strength
4. Toler
Answers:
1. Publicise
2. Magnify
3. Strengthen
4. Tolerate
12 of 19 – Adjective suffixes
There are a large number of adjective suffixes.  This is a suffix that is added to a root word to turn it into an adjective (that is, a word that describes a noun).
· ‘Laugh’ becomes ‘Laughable’
· ‘Herb’ becomes ‘Herbal’
· ‘Right’ becomes ‘Righteous’
· ‘Cheese’ becomes ‘Cheesy’



13 of 19 – Question 7
There are four main types of suffix.  These types depend on whether the root word is a noun, verb, adjective or adverb.
Match each part of speech with the following definitions.
1. The tap water is not blank in some countries.
2. A telescope is a type of blank equipment.
3. Smoking is blank to your health.
4. My best friend is studying blank Arts at college.
5. I am blank at playing chess.
Parts of speech: optical, drinkable, expressive, harmful, useless
Answers: 
1. The tap water is not drinkable in some countries.
2. A telescope is a type of optical equipment.
3. Smoking is harmful to your health.
4. My best friend is studying expressive Arts at college.
5. I am useless at playing chess.

14 of 19 – Adverb suffixes
Adverbs are words that describe how an action (or verb) is done.
We can use a simple verb in a sentence:
· ‘I rode my bike’
· ‘I rode my bike really slowly’









15 of 19 – Question 9 
Match the definitions the suffixes to their definitions.
Suffixes:
1. -ly
2. -wards
3. -wise
Definitions:
· In a certain direction
· In a certain way
· In relation to
Answers:
1. In relation to
2. In a certain direction
3. In a certain way
16 of 19 – Spelling rules for suffixes
As ever with English, there are some unusual spelling rules.
With root words ending with a consonant and the letter ‘y’, the y changes to an ‘i’ when we add a suffix.
However, with words ending with a vowel + ‘y’ such as “money”, the y remains a y.
Here are some examples:
1. ‘Beauty’ turns into ‘Beautiful’
2. ‘Penny’ turns into ‘Penniless’
3. ‘Money’ turns into ‘Moneyless’







17 of 19 – Question 10
Complete the correct spelling of the new words which are made up of root words ending with the letter y and a suffix. The first one is done for you.  
	Root word
	Suffix
	New word with suffix

	Beauty
	Ful
	Beautiful

	Reply
	Ing
	Blank

	Angry
	Ly
	Blank

	Delay
	Ed
	Blank

	Busy
	Ness
	Blank

	Try
	Al 
	Blank 



Answers:
	Root word
	Suffix
	New word with suffix

	Beauty
	Ful
	Beautiful

	Reply
	Ing
	Replying

	Angry
	Ly
	Angrily

	Delay
	Ed
	Delayed

	Busy
	Ness
	Business

	Try
	Al 
	Trial



18 of 19 – Question 10
Here are a variety of sentences which contain a prefix or a suffix.  Each of these words will be spelt wrongly or use the wrong prefix or suffix.  
What is the mistake in each sentence? Correct it.
1. That dress is beautifull!
2. She ate her dinner hungryly.
3. He lived on board a subbmarine.
4. Most people shop in hipermarkets.
5. The grand canyon is enormuos.
Answers:
1. That dress is beautiful!
2. She ate her dinner hungrily.
3. He lived on board a submarine.
4. Most people shop in hypermarkets.
5. The grand canyon is enormous.



19 of 19 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on suffixes.
In this session we have covered:
· Definition of a prefix and suffix
· Examples of suffixes
· Understanding of suffixes
If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.






