
Public Services Level 2 – Aspects of Citizenship 

1 of 24 - Welcome
Welcome to this session on Aspects of Citizenship.

In this session we will be covering:
· Why citizenship is important in society
· The rights of citizens in society
· Citizenship and equality

2 of 24 - Citizenship: UK Society
The world is divided into countries. These are political regions, which means people have decided on the boundaries and borders. Each country has a government which is responsible for managing resources, such as taxes and how to spend them, and the organisation of their society. They are also responsible for the protection of their citizens. 

The UK contains four countries:
· Scotland. Capital: Edinburgh. Scotland has a devolved government that can only make laws for Scotland and can decide how education and healthcare is provided. They also send 59 representatives to the English Parliament.
· Northern Ireland. Capital: Belfast. Northern Ireland has a devolved government that can only make laws for Northern Ireland that includes policing, education, health, and housing. They send an additional 18 representatives to the House of Commons each election.
· Wales: Capital. Cardiff. Wales has a devolved government that can only make laws for Wales on topics that include tourism, education, health, and housing. They send 40 MPs to the House of Commons.
· England. Capital: London. London is the capital city of the UK. This is where the nation’s government sits at the Palace of Westminster. There are two houses which debate and create bills. 

3 of 24 – Citizenship: UK Society – National Identity
Belonging to a nation or a country is very important to people. Just think of the Euro Football 2016 Championships or the Olympic Games – who did you support and why?

You may have a favourite sports team that holds your city’s name. So, it is not just nations and countries that are important to us but local towns and cities.

Please download the associated PDF and complete Task 1.

Task 1 - What sports teams or personalities do you support and why do you support them? Remember to save your work.

Remember to save your work.


4 of 24 – Nationality
It is a legal requirement that you “belong” to a nation, as no one should be “stateless”. Being stateless means a person does not have a home or the protection of a government. 

Belonging to a nation or a country has many benefits and it is something many of us take for granted. The United Kingdom is a Parliamentary democracy which means most people over the age of 18 and who are UK citizens can vote for their representative to attend the House of Commons at the Palace of Westminster. 

This also means that voting is made available to UK citizens of any gender, regardless of their employment status or whether they are a home or business owner. Additionally, there are allowances made for European citizens with a residence in the UK, as they are also given the option of voting. 

5 of 24 – Question 1
Answer this question. 

At what age can a person vote in the National Elections? Pick one of the following:
· Aged 16
· Aged 18
· Aged 21
· Aged 30

The answer is aged 18.

6 of 24 - Question 2
Which of the following genders can vote in a National Election? Select all that apply.
· Male
· Female
· Transgender

The answer is that all three can vote. 

7 of 24 – Question 3
Which of the following people can vote in National Elections? Select all that apply.
· House owner
· Business owner
· Employed
· Unemployed

The answer is that all four can vote. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.mosdfwd79h8i]8 of 24 – Question 4
Which of the following people can vote in National Elections? Select all that apply.
· UK Citizen
· European Citizen living in the UK
· Foreign national
· American national

The answer is UK Citizens and European Citizens living in the UK can vote.

[bookmark: _heading=h.xdouv7925n0q][bookmark: _heading=h.bke6v2w885ca]9 of 24 – Becoming a British Citizen
There are four main ways that a person is or can become a British citizen.
 
Birth. If you were born in the UK on or after 1 January 1983, you still do not automatically get British citizenship. However, you do qualify for citizenship if your mother or father was either:
· a British citizen when you were born
· “settled” in the UK when you were born

Descendancy. In most cases you will be a British citizen if your mother or father was born in the UK or naturalised there at the time of your birth.

Registration. You have another form of British nationality, such as belonging to a British Overseas Territory, or if you:
· Were born before 1 January 1983 to a British mother
· Were born to a British father, even if he was not married to your mother
· Were born in the UK on or after 1 January 1983
· Are under 18 and do not fit into the other categories
· You have a connection with Gibraltar or Hong Kong
· You are stateless

Naturalisation. This usually indicates full-time employment or marriage, as well as the following:
· Being 18 years or over
· Being of a sound mind
· Having a good character
· Having lived legally in the UK for 5 years
· Having sufficient knowledge of English, Welsh, or Gaelic
· Having stayed closely connected to the UK with your main home

[bookmark: _heading=h.ou6umywuf6z2]10 of 24 – Citizenship: UK Society
There are other ways that people can receive the protection of the British government, depending on where they were born or live. There are also several different forms of British nationality to be aware of.

These nationalities include:

[bookmark: _Hlk53138887]British Overseas Territory Citizenship which is granted to people who are connected with British overseas territory. You can read more about this type of nationality here. 

British National Overseas is a type of citizenship that was available to British overseas citizens with connections to Hong Kong, before the change in sovereignty happened. You can read more about this type of nationality here.

British Protected Person is a type of nationality that is tied to people from protected states and trust territories. You can read more about this type of nationality here.

British Subject is a type of nationality that was granted to people with a close connection to Britain up until 1983. Very few people have qualified for this status since then. You can read more about this type of nationality here.


[bookmark: _heading=h.loccleqgmpbl][bookmark: _heading=h.a6nltyud1x92]11 of 24 – Citizenship: UK Society
Being a British Citizen. 

Being a British Citizen has many benefits. 

Revisit the associated PDF and complete Task 2. 

Task 2 – Write down all of the benefits of being a British Citizen you can think of. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.uabfp3p7yjqq]Remember to save your work on the PDF.

[bookmark: _heading=h.ujzluhqkjota]12 of 24 – Question 5
Are the following benefits of being a British Citizen? Indicate whether the following statements are true or false.
1. Free health care
2. Free housing
3. Free education up to 16 years old
4. Free assistance into employment

The answer is that statements 1, 3 and 4 are true. The benefits of being a British Citizen are free health care, free education up to 16 years old, and free assistance into employment. Statement 2 is false. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.b40rp7de3agn]13 of 24 – Question 6
Are the following benefits of being a British Citizen? Indicate whether the following statements are true or false.
1. Free broadband
2. Right to work
3. Free university tuition
4. Freedom to vote

The answer is that statements 2 and 4 are true. The benefits of being a British Citizen are the right to work and the freedom to vote. Statements 1 and 3 are false. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.6f0bggwhi3v6]14 of 24 – Question 7
Are the following benefits of being a British Citizen? Indicate whether the following statements are true or false.
1. Freedom to travel to and from the UK
2. Freedom of expression
3. Freedom to incite hatred

The answer is that statements 1 and 2 are true. The benefits of being a British Citizen are the freedom to travel to and from the UK, and freedom of expression. Statement 3 is false.


[bookmark: _heading=h.me9s6cyegkqo]15 of 24 – Question 8
Are the following benefits of being a British Citizen? Indicate whether the following statements are true or false.
1. Freedom to discriminate
2. Right to a fair trial in court
3. Protection overseas

[bookmark: _heading=h.puxxc3h487mt]The answer is that statements 2 and 3 are true. The benefits of being a British Citizen are the right to a fair trial, and protection overseas. Statement 1 is false.

[bookmark: _heading=h.1a0novpn7ia]16 of 24 – Citizenship: UK Society 
[bookmark: _heading=h.jkr3qvbqhudr]Of course, while you might enjoy the many benefits of being a British citizen, there are also some legal and moral obligations to being one. Rights and responsibilities of citizens allow them to participate in public life and affairs, such as voting, working, learning or peaceful protesting.
[bookmark: _heading=h.lg3r34rg2uuu]Citizenship should be viewed both as a privilege and an obligation, as citizens are given legal rights of protection and yet are also obliged to follow the laws of the country. Sometimes these are called ‘duties’. Duties involve things like: Obeying all the laws, attending full-time education until 18, and being a good parent.
Revisit the associated PDF and complete Task 3. 

Task 3 – Write down any other duties associated with being a British Citizen you can think of. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.uvgq82kzuq5l]Remember to save your work on the PDF.

17 of 24 – Citizenship: UK Society
[bookmark: _heading=h.u6e9mcgfsoxa]Participation. 
Importantly, in the UK, not only do you have the right to vote for your government, but you also have the right and privilege to contribute to society. This is your moral or personal participation in the nation’s future.
[bookmark: _heading=h.an1y2pifea3u][bookmark: _heading=h.fuavp6n0q31p]As long as this is done within the law and peacefully, you can support, protest or petition against any government decision whether it is national, regional or local. You can use this privilege to improve your local area or to object against a national issue. You can also participate in your local region by becoming involved in active groups and organisations.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gxbgvr4ffzau]18 of 24 – Citizenship: UK Society
Petition. 

A petition is a formal written request, usually signed by many people, appealing to the government to investigate or discuss a particular issue.

The British government has an e-petition site. This allows ordinary people to present ideas that they want the government to discuss and resolve. Click here to see some of the current petitions that citizens, just like you, think are important issues.

If a petition receives more than 10,000 signatures then the government will respond.

[bookmark: _heading=h.1s7mzzp91wac]19 of 24 – Citizenship: UK Society
Managing an entire country is difficult, so most countries are divided up into smaller areas that are easy to govern. For example, the United States of America is divided into 50 states and each state has a capital city with a governor and their own laws, a bit like the four countries of the UK. 

The UK is similarly divided up into regions, local authorities, and council areas. Each of these smaller areas has elected representatives who manage and organise their amenities, facilities and public spaces.

Revisit the associated PDF and complete Task 4.

Task 4 – List some of the aspects of your life that show your nationality.

Remember to save your work on the PDF.

[bookmark: _heading=h.7ppfhgtsov7f]20 of 24 – Citizenship: UK Society
[bookmark: _heading=h.61qjm9x0x1f7]Community. 
The population of the UK is split into smaller and smaller communities. Let’s start with the largest and work our way down. Can you name the communities or areas for where you live? This should be easy because it is based upon your postal address. 
Revisit the associated PDF and complete Task 5. 
Task 5 – Do you feel you belong to your local area? Why or why not? 
Remember to save your work on the PDF.

21 of 24 – Citizenship: UK Society
[bookmark: _heading=h.e0zg7kkspplw]Your community. 
It does not matter how big or how small your town or city is, each has common features of society and the ways that groups of people are organised. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.3v51yqw1dhk]An important part of being a citizen is your involvement in local organisations, clubs and other groups. This can include church or other religious organisations; youth groups; further education or training; volunteering; even something you do to help a neighbour or friend. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.yhobm1ixxx4]Revisit the associated PDF and complete Task 6. 
Task 6 – List ways in which you do or could participate in your local community.
Remember to save your work on the PDF.
[bookmark: _heading=h.m1qee6n5gen2][bookmark: _heading=h.s10b7xo4e2ez][bookmark: _heading=h.3dxwiipwlt0r][bookmark: _heading=h.4jpzn46lmnh6]22 of 24 – Citizenship: UK Society
[bookmark: _heading=h.q5yhicfj6hky]Summary. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.1by0asr74k9k]Communities are further divided into smaller groups of people – clubs, teams, organisations, and families. All of these are made up of individuals – like you. All individuals have a responsibility to be a good citizen.
[bookmark: _heading=h.xd4gxw1aseiy]We have already covered some of the duties of citizens and in a future lesson you will look closely at how individuals can contribute to their community and society.

[bookmark: _heading=h.xvlgjm524r5]23 of 24 – Question 9
Match the correct answer for the following terms: 
· State
· Society
· Community
· Nation
· Country

The choice of answers are: 
· A large number of people united by common descent, history, culture, or language, living in a particular territory
· A group of people living in a particular country or region and having shared customs, laws, and organisations
· An organised political community under one government
· People who are living in the same area and have particular characteristics in common especially social values and ideas
· A particular area of land with borders and its own government

[bookmark: _heading=h.rl83wa5mml6g][bookmark: _Hlk53136515]The answers are as follows: 
Nation is a large number of people united by common descent, history, culture, or language, living in a particular territory
Society is a group of people living in a particular country or region and having shared customs, laws, and organisations
State Is an organised political community under one government
Community is people who are living in the same area and have particular characteristics in common especially social values and ideas
Country is a particular area of land with borders and its own government
[bookmark: _heading=h.w0adk63rrib8]
[bookmark: _heading=h.8mcnytuf9xxg]24 of 24 – End
[bookmark: _heading=h.k9akjrkar3ky][bookmark: _GoBack]Well done. You have completed this session on aspects of citizenship. In this session we have covered: 
· Why citizenship is important in society
· The rights of citizens in society
· Citizenship and equality
[bookmark: _heading=h.sldpvkggmwmh]
[bookmark: _heading=h.63zc2kt4dp91]If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.

