
Public Services Level 3 – Central Government
1 of 17 – Introduction
In this session you will be learning about central government in the UK.

By the end of the session you will be able to:
· Outline the responsibilities of the different levels of government in the UK
· Understand the roles of, and relationships between, the House of Commons, House of Lords and the Monarch
2 of 17 – Central government
Central government is the topmost level of government that operates across the whole of the UK. It has specific powers that no other level of government has, including:
· Making laws
· Signing treaties or agreements with other nations
· Defending the nation

The UK central government is based at the Palace of Westminster in London.
3 of 17 – Main government roles
Within central government, there are a number of key roles:

Prime Minister
In the UK, the Prime Minister leads the government with the support of the Cabinet and Ministers. 

The Prime Minister is the head of the UK government and is ultimately responsible for all policies and decisions. 

The Prime Minister performs the following duties:
· Oversees the operation of the Civil Service and government agencies
· Appoints members of the government
· Acts as the principal government figure in the House of Commons

Government Ministers
Government Ministers are MPs appointed by the Prime Minister to take charge of a government office. 

The most important ministers are Cabinet Ministers. 

The Cabinet is made up of 22 senior members of government. 

Every week during Parliament, members of the Cabinet (Secretaries of State from all departments and some other Ministers) meet to discuss the most important issues for the government. 

Cabinet members are chosen by the Prime Minister.

Members of Parliament (MPs)
Members of Parliament are elected by the public to represent their interests in the House of Commons. 

MPs split their time between working in Parliament itself, working in the constituency that elected them, and working for their political party. 

When Parliament is sitting (meeting), MPs generally spend their time working in the House of Commons. In their constituency, MPs often hold a 'surgery' in their office, where local people can come along to discuss any matters that concern them.

MPs also attend functions, visit schools and businesses, and generally try to meet as many people as possible. This gives MPs further insight and context into issues they may then discuss when they return to Westminster.
4 of 17 – Video
Central government is made up of the two major political institutions in the UK: the House of Commons and the House of Lords. Together with the ruling Monarch, these three institutions are known as Parliament. We will look in more detail at each of these institutions.

To learn more, watch the video below:
Parliament structure explained
5 of 17 – Monarch
The UK is a constitutional monarchy, which means that our reigning Monarch, Queen Elizabeth II at the time of writing, is the head of state and has formal and ceremonial roles related to Parliament.

The Monarch is politically ‘neutral’. They don’t get involved in running the government, nor do they publicly say what they think about political issues.

The Monarch has the following roles:
· Give final approval of laws via ‘Royal Assent’: The Monarch signs their name to every Act of Parliament before it can become the law of the land.
· Open each new session of Parliament: MPs and Lords don't meet in Parliament every day of the year; there are some breaks. The Monarch opens each new session of Parliament.
· Appoint the Prime Minister after an election: The Monarch officially appoints the Prime Minister after a general election, although they don't choose the Prime Minister. By tradition, they appoint the leader of the political party that wins a majority of the seats in Parliament.
6 of 17 – House of Commons
The House of Commons is the publicly elected chamber of Parliament and consists of 650 elected Members of Parliament (MPs).  

Members of the Commons debate the big political issues of the day and proposals for new laws. Their main roles are examining and challenging the work of the government, debating and passing all laws, and enabling the government to raise taxes.

Visit the link below to read more about the work of the House of Commons. You will need this information to help you answer the questions later in the session:
The House of Commons at Work
7 of 17 – Video 2
Watch this video to learn more about the House of Commons, including how it all began, its main functions, how its members are elected and the role of MPs:
What is the House of Commons?
8 of 17 – House of Lords
The House of Lords is the second chamber of the UK Parliament. There are around 800 members of the House of Lords. The majority of Lords are Life Peers, appointed by the Queen on the advice of the Prime Minister. There are also 26 Church of England archbishops and bishops that sit in the House. When they retire as bishops, their membership of the House ceases and is passed on to the next most senior bishop.

The House of Lords has three main roles:
· Making Laws
· In-depth consideration of public policy
· Holding government to account

Revisit the link below to read more about the work of the House of Lords. You will need this information to help you answer the questions later in the session:
The House of Commons at Work
9 of 17 – Video 3
Watch the video below to learn more about the House of Lords:
How does the House of Lords work?
10 of 17 – Key roles
There are a number of key roles in both the House of Commons and House of Lords. 

Visit the website below to read more. You will need this information to help you answer the questions.
Principal Officers and Staff
11 of 17 – Question 1
Who chairs debates in the House of Commons?
A. The Lord Chancellor
B. The Speaker
C. The Father of the House
D. The Serjeant at Arms

The correct answer is B, the Speaker.
12 of 17 – Question 2
What roles does the Monarch have in parliament? 

Choose all that apply:
A. Giving final approval of laws via ‘Royal Assent’
B. Sharing their opinions about political issues
C. Opening each new session of Parliament
D. Appointing the Prime Minister after each election

The correct answers are A, C and D, appointing the Prime Minister after each election, opening each new session of Parliament, and giving final approval of laws via ‘Royal Assent’.
13 of 17 – Question 3
The following list shows the steps of how a bill becomes a law, but in the wrong order. What should the correct order be?
1. Committee Stage
2. Royal Assent
3. First Reading
4. Second Reading
5. Third Reading
6. Report Stage
7. Consideration of amendments

The correct order is 3, 4, 1, 6, 5, 7 and 2, as shown below:
1. First Reading
2. Second Reading
3. Committee Stage
4. Report Stage
5. Third Reading
6. Consideration of amendments
7. Royal Assent
14 of 17 – Question 4
Which members of the House of Lords are non-party political? 

Choose all that apply:
A. Crossbenchers
B. Bishops
C. Whips

The correct answers are A and B, Crossbenchers and Bishops.
15 of 17 – Question 5
What type of Bill affects everyone in the UK?
A. Public Bill
B. Private Bill

The correct answer is A, Public Bill.
16 of 17 – Question 6
Who has the authority to propose taxes which provide the government with the money it needs to deliver its policies and run services?
A. Monarch
B. House of Commons
C. House of Lords

The correct answer is B, House of Commons.
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Well done. You have completed this session on the central government in the UK.

You should now be able to:
· Understand the structure of central government
· Understand the roles of, and relationships between the House of Commons, House of Lords and the Monarch

If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, speak to your tutor for more help.
