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Literacy Entry Level 3 – Sentences – statement, question and command
1 of 16 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on sentences – statements, questions and commands. In this session we are going to take a look at the three different types of sentences that we use in the English language, and go over a few tips for writing these sentences well.

By the end of this session, you will:
· Understand what a statement sentence is
· Know how and when to use a statement sentence
· Understand what a question sentence is
· Know how to write a full and proper question
· Understand what a command sentence is
· Know how and when to use a command sentence
2 of 16 – What are sentences?
Sentences are the end result we get when we string a series of words together. We usually write our sentences with a specific aim or purpose in mind.

While our sentences typically allow us to communicate something to or with another person, how this information is shared is often decided by the type of sentence we are using.

Three of the common sentence types – that we are going to look over in this session – are:
1. Statements
2. Questions, and
3. Commands
3 of 16 – Introduction to statement sentences
A statement sentence is a sentence that tells the reader something – or rather, gives the reader a piece of information – in a clear and direct manner. For example:

The car is absolutely filthy.
Or
I need to get my car washed this weekend.

Statement sentences are sometimes called assertive sentences or declarative sentences.

These are the most common types of sentences that we use on a day-to-day basis because our conversations are mostly based around the idea of exchanging information with other people – which is exactly what statement sentences are for.
4 of 16 – Statement sentences
The main aim of a statement sentence is always to tell someone a fact or an idea about a certain topic.

They can vary in their length but, like all sentences, they have to end with some kind of punctuation mark (this is often a full stop but it might also be an exclamation mark, if you really want to shout about your sentence).

The key to spotting a statement sentence is to look at the topic of the sentence itself – do not look at the length or the structure, as these will not always help you to spot a statement.

If the sentence is stating something – a fact, a thought, or an opinion – then it is a statement sentence. If, however, the sentence is asking a question or making an order, then it is a different type of sentence entirely.
5 of 16 – Introduction to questions
The second type of sentence you will probably come across on a day-to-day basis are questions. A question covers any kind of sentence where you are asking someone something, regardless of what the topic of your question is. For example:

Are you going to bathe the dog this weekend?

We can see that this is a question because it is asking something of another person. You must also remember to always use a question mark at the end of your question sentences – like in the example above – so the person who is reading your work will be certain that you are asking something of them.

However, there are some questions that – despite using a question mark and asking someone something – do not actually require an answer.
6 of 16 – Introduction to rhetorical questions
A rhetorical question is a question that does not require an answer – often because the person asking the rhetorical question does not want an answer to be provided! People might use a rhetorical question to be funny, to express sarcasm, or to just try and prove a point, for example:

Billy stared at the fifteen tier birthday cake and asked, “Who actually needs a cake this big?”

In the example above, Billy is not actually asking this question in the hope of getting an answer, but instead to make a bit of a joke or judgement about the size of the cake.

It is worth noting that while rhetorical questions often do not need an answer, they sometimes simply do not have an answer.

If someone is asking a deep and meaningful question to a group of friends, they then probably do not want this question answered but are instead asking it to give people something to think about.
7 of 16 – Introduction to command questions
A command sentence is quite an easy one to spot as its main job is to tell someone to do something – the key here is to remember it is telling and not asking, which is what separates a command sentence from a question sentence.

We use commands in our day-to-day speech:

“Pass the remote, Claire.”

We also use commands in our day-to-day reading and writing. We might write a command sentence in order to give someone an instruction; or, if we are reading a set of instructions, then we are likely to be on the receiving end of some command sentences too, for example:

Fill the bath with lukewarm water and add bubble bath.
8 of 16 – Question 1
Decide if the following are a statement, a question or a command.

1. These sentences are used to express a fact, a thought or an idea to another person
2. These sentences are used to ask someone something, but they are sometimes rhetorical
3. These sentences are used to give someone an order to do something

The correct answers are as follows:
These sentences are used to express a fact, a thought or an idea to another person is a statement.
These sentences are used to ask someone something, but they are sometimes rhetorical is a question.
These sentences are used to give someone an order to do something is a command.
9 of 16 – Question 2
Why do people use rhetorical questions? 

Choose all that apply:
A. To try and sound more interested
B. To express sarcasm
C. To try and prove a point
D. To confuse the other person
E. To be funny
F. To make their written work longer

The correct answers are B, C and E, people use rhetorical questions to; express sarcasm, to try prove a point and to be funny.
10 of 16 – Question 3
Read the statements below and see if you can decide which ones are true and which are false.

Statement sentences can sometimes finish with a question mark
True
False

The correct answer is: False.

Command sentences usually start with a verb
True
False

The correct answer is: True.

A verb is a describing word that adds detail to something
True
False

The correct answer is: False.

A question must always have a question mark at the end of it
True
False

The correct answer is: True.
11 of 16 – Question 4
Read the sentences below and see if you can decide which ones are statements, which are questions, and which are commands.
1. The weather outside looks horrible today.
2. Go and put the kettle on, Marcus.
3. Can you pass me the phone book, please?
4. I don’t really fancy anything for dinner today.

The correct answers are as follows:
The weather outside looks horrible today and I don’t really fancy anything for dinner today are statements.
Go and put the kettle on, Marcus is a command.
Can you pass me the phone book, please? Is a question.
12 of 16 – Exclamations and wishes
There are other types of sentences that you are likely to use and hear used by other people too. The first sentence type that you might hear are exclamations.

Exclamation sentences can sometimes be a little tricky to spot because they are actually a statement, question or a command – but with an exclamation at the end, rather than a full stop:

Shut that front door!

In this example the type of sentence being used is actually a command sentence – because it is commanding someone to do something – but by adding an exclamation mark it has turned into an exclamation sentence as well.

Remember: exclamation marks should only be used when you are trying to put emphasis on something!
13 of 16 – Tip and tricks for writing sentences
Being able to write sentences well is an important part of developing your written English skills. That is why there are one or two rules and reminders you can use to make sure that your sentences are right every time.

Capital letters
A sentence should always have a capital letter at the beginning – otherwise there is a good chance people will not understand your writing, or will not be able to tell how your sentences flow together.

Punctuation
Every sentence should have a punctuation mark at the end, whether this is a full stop, a question mark, or an exclamation mark – otherwise people will never be able to tell when your sentences have finished.

Using a verb
If your sentence is complete this means that there will be a verb in it somewhere, as full sentences that are written in English must contain a verb. Remember a verb is a doing word, like run, think, eat.

Note: while all full sentences will contain a verb it is only command sentences that will use a verb right at the start of a sentence. This is only a small difference but still a very important one!

Making sense
A full sentence is something that makes sense on its own – meaning you do not need another sentence to explain what you are saying.

If your sentence needs another sentence to explain what you are saying then it might be worth having a look at your original sentence again to see whether you can change it a little, in order to work on its own.
14 of 16 – Question 5
Read the sentences below and see if you can decide which ones are statements, which are questions, which are commands, and which are exclamations. Tip: some of them have two answers to choose!

1. Bring me that photograph!
2. I don’t understand what you’re saying.
3. Are you coming to the party later this evening?
4. I don’t like the look of that weather!

The correct answers are as follows:
Bring me that photograph! This is a command and an exclamation.
I don’t understand what you’re saying is a statement.
Are you coming to the party later this evening? This is a question.
I don’t like the look of that weather! This is a statement and an exclamation.
15 of 16 – Question 6
How can you make your sentences as clear and correct as possible? 

Choose all that apply:
A. Use capital letters at the start
B. Do not use capital letters at the start
C. Include a verb
D. Include an adjective
E. Use punctuation at the end
F. Make sure it makes sense

The correct answers are A, C, E and F, you can make your sentences as clear and as correct as possible by; using capital letters at the start, by including a verb, using punctuation at the end and making sure it makes sense.
16 of 16 – End
Well done! You have completed this session on sentences – statements, questions and commands.

In this session you have looked at:
· What a statement sentence is
· How and when to use a statement sentence
· What a question sentence is
· How to write a full and proper question
· What a command sentence is
· How and when to use a command sentence

If you have any questions about any of the topics covered, please make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
