
Literacy Entry Level 3 – Tense
1 of 17 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on tense. In this session we are going to look at what the word tense means by looking at three different types of tense, namely past, present and future.

By the end of this session, you will:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Know what is meant by the past tense
· Know what is meant by the present tense
· Know what is meant by the future tense
· Understand how simple, continuous, and perfect tenses work
2 of 17 – What is tense?
In the English language when we talk about the tense of a word what we are really talking about is when the word (usually an action or an event) is taking place.

There are three main tenses in English and these are known as past, present, and future tenses – with one or two variations of these main three available to us, too.

By using the most appropriate tense in our sentences, we can then give the reader a better idea of when something happened, when it is going to happen, or even whether it is happening right there and then as they are reading the text.
3 of 17 – Introduction to past tense
The past tense is used to refer to something that has already happened – making it an action in the past that is now complete.

When we are using the past tense we will often use the ‘ed’ suffix (remember, a suffix is something that can be added onto the end of a word) to change the root word, or base word, into its past form.

I’m about to walk to school – Yesterday I walked to school.

Our root word ‘walk’ (which is also a good example of a verb – or doing word) has been paired with a suffix in the second example to show that it is something that has already happened.
4 of 17 – Inside past tense
Past tense is made up of three different types of tense.
· Simple past
· Past continuous
· Past perfect

There are very small differences between the three different types so do not worry if you cannot spot them straight away. The main difference across these three types are just small changes in how we phrase our sentences, for example:

I walked (which is simple past) versus I had walked (which is past perfect).
5 of 17 – Simple, continuous, perfect past
These three different types of past tense all perform slightly different jobs to each other.

· The simple past is used when we are talking about an action that was completed during a set time period and the action is now completed, for example:  I talked to her for about an hour.
· The past continuous is used when past actions have taken place over a longer period of time, for example: I was talking for hours and just couldn’t get through to him. 
· The past perfect is used when an action has been completed by a set point in time in the past, for example: I had talked for another twenty minutes. 

The past perfect will always include ‘had’ (which is the past tense of ‘to have’) so if you need a quick trick for working out the tense of a sentence, this one is worth remembering!
6 of 17 – Introduction to present tense
While the past tense is used to talk about events or actions that have already happened, the present tense is used to talk about things that are currently happening, so rather than being a completed action, the present tense is used for ongoing actions.

The present tense is also made up of:
· Simple present
· Present continuous
· Present perfect

As we saw with the past tense, these different tense types will also perform slightly different jobs to each other, so let’s look at them in more detail.
7 of 17 – Simple, continuous, perfect present
The simple present is used to talk about actions or events that happen on a regular basis:

I eat a banana every day for breakfast. 

Other examples of simple present will be phrases like: I walk, I run, I study (simple present is easy to spot as it only involves ‘I’ alongside a verb – a doing word).

The present continuous tense is used to talk about an action that is still happening:

I am eating my lunch at the moment. 

The present perfect is used for actions that have recently been completed:

I have eaten all of my vegetables this evening. 

The present perfect can be a little tricky as you might be tempted to use a past tense phrase for this instead. However, present perfect is kept for things only very recently completed!
8 of 17 – Introduction to future tense
Alongside the past and the present, we also have the future tense. The future tense is for sentences that are talking about something that will happen – i.e. it has not happened yet.

Like the other two tenses we have looked at, the future tense is also made up of:
· Simple future
· Future continuous, and
· Future perfect

These tense types will have small differences to each other in terms of how they are phrased, so there are one or two tricks to use if you are trying to spot the difference between them.
9 of 17 – Simple, continuous, perfect future
The simple future is used for actions or events that will take place in the future:

I will run to the shop later to buy a newspaper. 

The future continuous is used for actions or events that will take place at some point in the future and they will last for a longer period of time:

I will be running the London Marathon later this year. 

Meanwhile the future perfect is used for actions or events that will be completed by a certain point in the future:

I will have run hundreds of miles by the end of this year. 

You will notice that all three future tense types use the word ‘will’. Here ‘will’ is being used as a modal verb – this means that it explains the likelihood or ability of something happening.

In these sentences ‘I will’ is used to express an intention to do something and we can look out for this phrase when we are trying to spot future tenses.
10 of 17 – Question 1
There are three main types of tense: past, present and future. But what three types of tense can be found within these main types?

Choose all that apply:
A. Present
B. Continuous
C. Perfect
D. Past
E. Simple
F. Complex

The correct answers are B, C and E, the three types of tense that can be found within past, present and future tenses are: continuous, perfect and simple.
11 of 17 – Question 2
Read the sentences below and identify if they are written in the future, past or present tense.
1. Kirsty will swim thirty lengths at her local swimming pool.
2. Morris talked to the computer help desk for over an hour at work yesterday.
3. Beth is calling her mum to cancel their plans for today.
4. Habiba was working on her job application for three hours in total.

The correct answers are as follows:
Kirsty will swim thirty lengths at her local swimming pool is future tense.
Morris talked to the computer help desk for over an hour at work yesterday and Habiba was working on her job application for three hours in total are past tense.
Beth is calling her mum to cancel their plans for today is present tense.
12 of 17 – Practising simple tenses
We can think of the simple tense in three different ways to suit the three different tenses, so:

I, he, she or it + verb (remember this is your doing word) = simple present tense
I + eat = simple present tense

For the simple past tense the main difference will be our verb ending as we need to add a suffix to the end of our verb in order to change the time in which it happened:

I, he, she or it + verb + suffix = simple past tense
I + bake + d = simple past tense

So if we follow the simple past pattern of adding a suffix we will end up with sentences like:

Emily visited = past simple tense
Daniel travelled = past simple tense

For the simple future we need to add something else again as the future tense often needs a modal verb – this is a verb that explains the likelihood or the ability of something. So:

I, he, she or it + modal verb + verb = future simple tense
He will walk = future simple tense
13 of 17 – Practising continuous tenses
Continuous tenses are sometimes known as progressive tenses (because they explain an event or action that is in progress).

For present continuous we need to add two things into our sentences: ‘am’ and ‘ing’:

I, he, she or it am or is verb + ing = present continuous tense
I am shouting = present continuous tense

For past continuous we have to change the ‘am’ or ‘is’ so it shows the time change from present to past:

I, he, she or it was verb + ing = past continuous tense
I was shouting = past continuous tense

So if we follow the pattern of I, he, she or it was verb + ing = past continuous tense we will get sentences like:

I was shouting = past continuous tense
He was eating = past continuous tense

The future continuous follows a similar pattern as well but once again we have to swap out one important word for something a little bit different, so:

I, he, she or it will be verb + ing = future continuous tense
She will be swimming = future continuous tense 
14 of 17 – Practising perfect tenses
Our present perfect still involves I, he, she or it, a verb (a doing word) and suffix (added to the end of the verb) but this time the middle word we need is something different:

I, he, she or it have + verb + suffix = present perfect tense
I have climbed = present perfect tense

For the past perfect ‘have’ becomes ‘had’ in order to show the time change, so:

I, he, she or it had + verb + suffix = past perfect tense
I had climbed = past perfect tense

The future perfect changes ‘had’ into something else again. For the future perfect we need a modal verb – remember that this explains the likelihood or the ability of something – to explain that it is something that will happen, so:

I, he, she or it will have verb + suffix = future perfect tense
I will have climbed = future perfect tense

The modal verb here is ‘will’ which explains the intention or ability to climb in the future.

Alongside this we can see that the suffix in this example is ‘ed’ as this has been added to the end of our verb, ‘climb’, to fit with the new tense.
15 of 17 – Question 3
Decide if the following phrases are simple past, simple present or simple future tenses.
1. I will walk
2. I sing
3. I talk
4. I cheered
5. I will study
6. I danced
7. I swim

The correct tenses are shown in the table:
	Simple Past
	Simple Present
	Simple Future

	I cheered
	I sing
	I will walk

	I danced
	I talk
	I will study

	
	I swim
	


16 of 17 – Question 4
Read the sentences below and see if you can decide which are true and which are false.

The continuous tense is also known as the progressive tense.
True
False

The correct answer is: True.

“I am walking” is a good example of past continuous tense.
True
False

The correct answer is: False.

“I am baking” is a good example of present continuous tense.
True
False

The correct answer is: True.

A modal verb is another type of doing word or action word.
True
False

The correct answer is: False.
17 of 17 – End
Well done! You have completed this session on tense.

In this session you have looked at:
· What is meant by the past tense
· What is meant by the present tense
· What is meant by the future tense
· How simple, continuous, and perfect tenses work

If you have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
