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1 of 18 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on clauses and phrases.
In this session we will cover:
· The parts of speech
· Definition of phrases
· Nouns, verbs, adverbial, participle and prepositional
· Definition of clauses
· Working with examples of clauses
· Independent and dependent clauses
2 of 18 – The parts of speech
The parts of speech are the building blocks of language, that we use naturally every day of our lives, often without realising.
We write and speak in sentences that are made up of these building blocks.
The basic parts of speech are:
· Verbs
· Nouns
· Subjects
· Adjectives
· Adverbs
· Sentence









3 of 18 – Question 1
Match the correct parts of speech with the correct definition.

1. A word that describes a noun
2. An action done by a noun/subject
3. A collection of words that contain a subject and a verb
4. The noun in a sentence that is doing the action
5. A word that describes how an action is being done
6. A thing, animal or person

Parts of speech: Sentence, Noun, Adjective, Subject, Adverb, Verb

Answers:

1. Adjective
2. Verb
3. Sentence
4. Subject
5. Adverb
6. Noun
4 of 18 – Question 2
Identify the different parts of speech in the following sentences:

1. ‘Energy drinks always have a bad effect on him.’ What is the word ‘bad’?
2. ‘She passed her driving test on the first attempt.’ What is the word ‘she’?
3. ‘Many Sikh men wear a type of headgear called a daastar or turban.’ What is the word ‘Turban’?
4. ‘I watch too many YouTube videos.’ What is the word ‘watch’?
5. ‘They bullied me horribly on social media for over a year.’ What is the word ‘horribly’?

Answers: 

1. Adjective
2. Subject or noun
3. Noun
4. Verb
5. Adverb
5 of 18 – What is a phrase?
We use at least one phrase in almost every sentence we speak or write.  
Put simply:
· A phrase is a group of at least two words
· Phrases can be very short or long
· A phrase does not contain a subject doing an action
I ran, she wants, you sang, they are. They all contain subjects doing an action (verb).

6 of 18 – Question 3
Which groups of words below are a phrase?
1. Ouch!
2. After college
3. We played football
4. All the time
5. Waiting at the bus stop for hours
Answers: 
1. Not a phrase
2. Phrase
3. Not a phrase
4. Phrase
5. Phrase
7 of 18 – What is a phrase?
We use different types of phrases to make what we are saying clearer or more interesting.
Let’s look at an example of how we can add phrases to sentences to do this.
Here is a basic sentence:
‘The rugby players played the match.’
If we add different kinds of phrases, the sentence becomes more interesting and more detailed.  Here is an example:
‘The two fit teams of Rugby players, battered and exhausted, played the match for 80 minutes with incredible passion in freezing cold conditions.’








8 of 18 – Different types of phrases
The sentence we have just looked at contains a number of key types of phrases. Each of them has a different purpose. Let’s look in more detail at each of them.  
Noun phrase:
This consists of a noun such as ‘teams’ and other words called ‘modifiers’ that give more detail about the noun.
Participle phrase:
This uses a ‘participle’ (a word usually ending with ’–ed’ or ‘–ing’) and modifiers that describe the subject in more detail.
Verb phrase:
This consists of a verb such as ‘played’ and its ‘modifiers’ that give more detail on the action being done.
Adverbial phrase:
This is a phrase that acts like an adverb, for example ‘passionately’, describing an action in more detail.
Prepositional phrase:
This is a group of words that includes a preposition, for example in, on, by, under.  It acts like an adjective or adverb, often describing where or when something is in more detail.  
9 of 18 – Question 4
Noun Phrase
This is the most basic of all phrases.  It consists of a noun and other words called ‘modifiers’ that give more detail about the noun. 
In the rugby match example: ‘two super-fit teams of…’
To make a noun phrase, match the following modifiers to the appropriate noun.
1. Hard working blank
2. A thousand brand new blank
3. The slithery, hissing blank
Nouns: snake, students, cars
Answers:
1. Hard working students
2. A thousand brand new cars
3. The slithery, hissing snake

10 of 18 – Questions 5
Verb phrase
Verb phrases contain a verb, and also modifiers that give more detail on how, where or when the verb or action is being done. In the rugby match example: ‘played the match for 80 minutes’.
To make a verb phrase, match the following modifiers to the verbs.
1. Blank at a frightening speed.
2. Blank for the film to start.
3. Blank too much sugar.
4. Blank for exams at least two weeks in advance.
Verbs: were waiting, ate, revises, drove
Answers:
1. Drove at a frightening speed.
2. Were waiting for the film to start.
3. Ate too much sugar.
4. Revises for exams at least two weeks in advance.
11 of 18 – Question 6
Adverbial phrase
This is a phrase that acts like an adverb. Adverbs are words that normally end with ‘-ly’. 
In the rugby match example: ‘with incredible passion’.
Adverbial phrases give more detail about the verb, describing how, when or where the action is taking place.
Answer whether each of the following phrase’s modifiers are describing how, when or where.
1. On his arm
2. With amazing skill
3. In the best way possible
4. Before anyone else
Answers:
1. Where
2. How
3. How
4. When


12 of 18 – Question 7
Prepositional phrase
This is a phrase that contains a preposition and a noun.  Prepositions describe where something is or when it happens.  For example: in, on, under, over, at, before, after.
Look at the following prepositional phrases.  They each contain an incorrect preposition.  Replace it with the correct preposition.
1. In the worktop
2. Under the top of the mountain
3. Next to the party was finished
4. On front of the shopping arcade
Answers:
1. On the worktop
2. Over the top of the mountain
3. After to the party was finished
4. In front of the shopping arcade
13 of 18 – Question 8
Participle phrase
Participle phrases begin with a ‘participle’.  Participles are verbs that are used as adjectives.  They can be a past participle (usually ending with ‘-ed’) or a present participle (ending with ‘-ing’).  Examples include: wounded, shattered, filmed, broken (past) and winning, having, opening, lacking (present).
Try to identify whether the following participle phrases use past or present participles:
1. Cycling for three hours non-stop
2. Written and recorded in 1966
3. Playing on loan from Arsenal
4. Shaken and bruised after the accident
Answers:
1. Present 
2. Past
3. Present
4. Past




14 of 18 – Clauses
Clauses are very different from phrases, but both are often used in the same sentence together.  Clauses usually contain at least two phrases.
All sentences contain at least one, sometimes several, clauses.
A clause is the smallest grammatical unit that can make a sentence on its own.  In other words, a clause:
· Contains a subject and a verb
· The subject is the thing or person doing the action
For example:
A clause has a subject 
(Ed Sheeran) doing an action (is).
Phrase- the best songwriter in the country
Clause- Ed Sheeran is the best songwriter in the country
15 of 18 – Question 9
Decide whether the following are clauses or phrases:
1. The cat’s been asleep all day
2. My grandparents came to stay
3. For three nights
4. The best video game I’ve ever played
5. In my entire life
Answers:
1. Clause
2. Clause
3. Phrase
4. Clause
5. Phrase






16 of 18 – Independent and dependent clauses
There are two main types of clauses:
It is very important that we know how to use them, so that we write English in grammatically correct sentences.
The difference between independent and dependent clauses is straightforward, but this can be difficult to spot.  It just takes practice.
Here is an example.  
‘I hate spiders because they give me the creeps.
Both are clauses, because they both contain a subject doing an action.  ‘I hate spiders’ is an independent clause because it can stand alone as a complete sentence.  
However, ‘because they give me the creeps’ does not work as a sentence on its own, so it is a dependent clause.
17 of 18 – Question 10
From each of the following sentences, what part is an independent clause?
1. I play on my PlayStation, every night before I go to sleep.
2. Each time I ring you, I just get your voice mail
3. Even though I like apples, I cannot stand pears.
4. Because of your great work this year, we will be promoting you.
Answers:
1. I play on my PlayStation
2. I just get your voice mail.
3. I cannot stand pears.
4. We will be promoting you.
18 of 18 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on clauses and phrases.
In this session we have covered:
· The parts of speech
· Definition of phrases
· Nouns, verbs, adverbial, participle and prepositional
· Definition of clauses
· Working with examples of clauses
· Independent and dependent clauses
If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.

