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1 of 16 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on writing singular and plural nouns.
In this session we will cover:
· Definition of ‘singular’ and ‘plural’
· Basic regular plurals
· Basic rules of apostrophes
· Basic rules for irregular plurals
· Practical examples of irregular plurals
· Spotting mistakes
2 of 16 – Question 1
Plural means the opposite of singular. 
Which of the following definitions describes the meaning of a plural?
· More than one
· Less than one
· Cannot be counted
Answer:
Plural means more than one.
3 of 16 – The difference between singular and plural nouns
Nouns are a part of speech that refer to people, animals and things.

If our sentence is referring to a single thing, we say that noun is singular.

For example:

· Submarines
· Some fish
· Divers

If our sentence is referring to more than one thing, we say that noun is plural.

However, from these examples, we can see that making a noun plural is not as simple as they first seem.





4 of 16 – Question 2
As we all know, most nouns in English are made plural by simply adding the letter –s. 
These are called ‘regular nouns’.
For example: heads, cars, walls, students, computers, etc.
Decide whether the following statements are correct or incorrect:
1. The plural noun of ‘animal’ is ‘animals’.
2. The plural noun of ‘peach’ is ‘peachs’
3. The plural noun of ‘loaf’ is ‘loafs’
4. The plural noun of ‘pony’ is ‘ponys’
Answers:
1. Correct
2. Incorrect
3. Incorrect
4. Incorrect
5 of 16 – Pluralising regular nouns by adding “-es”
Some words end with ‘-es’ in the plural, not the simple ‘-s’ on its own.
These are words that already end with the letter ‘s’, or letters that have an ‘s’ sound in them, such as ‘x’ and ‘z’.
· One box
· Two boxes
· One dress
· Two dresses
· One pass
· Two passes
6 of 16 – Question 3
What is the correct plural for each of these words? Avoid using capital letters.
· bus
· fox
· cross
· brush
· trench
Answers:
· buses
· foxes
· crosses
· brushes
· trenches
7 of 16 – Pluralising irregular nouns ending with ‘-f’
There are exceptions of course!  We have seen from these examples that not all plurals are made with just the letter ‘-s’ or ‘-es’.  Some end with ‘-ies’, ‘-ves’ or have a totally unusual spelling like ‘men’ or ‘people’.  These are called ‘irregular nouns’, and the next few slides will focus on them.
Firstly, to pluralise most irregular nouns that end with –f  or -fe, you need to swap the –f  for –ves.
8 of 16 – Question 4
What is the correct plural for each of the following singular nouns?
1. Calf
2. Shelf
3. Wolf
4. Half
5. Life
Answers:
1. Calves
2. Shelves
3. Wolves
4. Halves
5. Lives
9 of 16 – Pluralising regular nouns ending with ‘-y’
In a similar way, to pluralise most irregular nouns that end with a consonant and –y, you need to swap the ‘-y‘ for ‘-ies’. 
REMEMBER: there are five vowels in English – a, e, i, o and u. All other letters are consonants.
10 of 16 – Questions 5
Following this rule, what is the correct plural for each of the following nouns?
1. Army
2. Telly
3. Puppy
4. Bay
5. Ploy
Answers:
1. armies
2. tellies
3. puppies
4. bays
5. ploys
11 of 16 – Pluralising regular nouns ending with ‘-o’
Former American Vice-President Dan Quayle famously corrected a school child’s spelling of ‘potatoes’, by telling the child it should be ‘potatos’.  The child was right, and the story stayed in the public’s memory for many years.
Here are the spelling rules:
Nouns ending with a vowel plus an ‘o’: Plurals end with ‘s’
Nouns ending with a consonant plus an ‘o’: Plurals end with ‘es’
12 of 16 – Question 6
Identify which of the following plurals are correct or incorrect:
1. radios
2. rodeoes
3. mementoes
4. discos 
Answers:
1. Correct
2. Incorrect
3. Correct
4. Correct
13 of 16 – Question 7
Other common irregular nouns have very unusual spellings that simply do not follow these basic rules!

What are the correct plurals for these common irregular nouns?
1. man
2. woman
3. child
4. goose
5. cactus
Answers:
1. men
2. women
3. children
4. geese
5. cacti

14 of 16 – Never use an apostrophe for plurals
Millions of English speakers wrongly use apostrophes when writing plurals.
An apostrophe is a punctuation mark whose only function is to:
· Abbreviate (shorten) words
· Show ‘possession’ (who or what something belongs to) 
Some examples are: 
· “it’s” is short for “it is”
· “you’re” is short for “you are”
15 of 16 – Question 8
Identify the incorrect plural noun in each of the following sentences and replace them with the correct plural. 
1. We never watch video’s anymore.
2. He’s as strong as ten oxes!
3. The council installed six new benchs in the park.
4. We were so hungry, we ate two pizza’s each!
5. We saw three octopusses on the beach.
Answers:
The correct sentences should read:
1. We never watch videos anymore.
2. He’s as strong as ten oxen!
3. The council installed six new benches in the park.
4. We were so hungry, we ate two pizzas each!
5. We saw three octopi on the beach.
16 of 16 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on singular and plural nouns.
In this session we have covered:
· Definition of singular and plural
· Basic regular plurals
· Basic rules for apostrophes
· Basic rules for irregular plurals
· Practical examples of irregular plurals
· Spotting mistakes
If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
