
Childcare Level 1 – The Skills Involved in a Child’s Language Development
1 of 17 – Introduction
Welcome to this session on the skills involved in a child’s language development. 

By the end of this session you will be able to:
· List the areas of a child’s development
· Understand what language development involves
· List the skills involved in a child’s language development

2 of 17 – The areas of development
The different areas of development are:

Physical development
Meaning in relation to their bodies

Intellectual development
Meaning in relation to their thinking and education

Language development
Meaning in relation to their ability to communicate

Emotional development
Meaning in relation to their emotions

Social development
Meaning in relation to their relationships with other people

In this session, we will focus on language development.

3 of 17 – Language development
The language development of children is central to their social and emotional development. Through language development, children become capable of understanding, listening, talking and communicating their needs, feelings and emotions.

There are 2 main areas of language:
· Receptive language, where children listen and understand what is said to them or around them
· Expressive language, where children communicate their needs, thoughts and emotions; expressive language may be written, spoken or signed (sign language)

As in any other area of development, every child will develop their language skills in their own way and at their own rate.



4 of 17 – Speech
Speech is the process that people use in order to communicate their thoughts and feelings to others.

These thoughts can be more easily expressed when people speak in their home language, also known as mother-tongue.

Listening to people speak can help people hear and understand patterns in language like rhyme.

The ability to hear people speak and to use the language helps children develop their own language skills, initially, by breaking down the sounds.

5 of 17 – Language skills
The normal development of language skills depends on many factors. A way to support them is through stories and songs. The main sets of language skills for babies, toddlers and young children are:
· Understanding of spoken language
· Speaking skills
· Pre-reading skills
· Pre-writing skills

6 of 17 – Understanding of spoken language skills
The ability to understand a spoken language is initially based on the ability to listen to the spoken language. It is therefore based on:
· Listening skills
· Concentration skills
· The intellectual ability to make sense of the meaning of words

Additionally, understanding a spoken language is linked to the ability to:
· Follow instructions
· Understand concepts
· Understand games

7 of 17 – Speaking skills
Speech problems can have a great effect on a child’s social skills. Below are examples of how children can develop difficulties in their speech:
· Having only a small number of sounds
· Inability to create sounds in small or long words
· Avoiding speaking, fearing they will not be understood
· Inability to participate in group activities
· Inability to express themselves and their feelings





8 of 17 – Pre-reading skills
Children can practice their pre-reading skills from a very young age. This can be through focusing on any speaking and listening activities. For example:
· Listening to nursery rhymes
· Singing nursery rhymes
· Performing action songs
· Reading stories
· Recognising letters
· Connecting letters to sounds

9 of 17 – Pre-writing skills
Pre-writing skills are linked to pre-reading skills. Children who read become better writers as they have a greater connection to the language. Pre-writing skills are based on physical skills, such as:
· Hand and eye coordination
· Fine motor skills, that depend on the development of strong hand muscles
· Gross motor skills that will give children the ability to sit in the proper position that will allow them to write

10 of 17 – The adult’s role in a child’s language development
Adults as parents, carers or educators have the responsibility to promote the children’s language development.

The simplest way to achieve this is by talking to the children. When adults speak to children the children can start understanding the language’s structure and sounds.

By pointing out things around them and speaking while going about their daily activities, the children make the connections between words and the world around them.

Children learn new words easily when they are engaged in interesting activities. This is why children learn most when they play. When adults play with children, they teach them the appropriate vocabulary for the game played.

11 of 17 – The adult’s role in a child’s language development – continued
Reading stories to children is very important. Reading the same story time after time helps children understand better and remember what they hear. Books that make noises for babies and toddlers are also very useful as they promote their listening and attention skills.

Adults can also help children correct their mistakes. When a child makes a mistake when speaking, the adult can repeat what the child said correctly. For example, if the child says: “I catched the ball”, the adults should reply “So, you caught the ball.”

Young children may also start stammering when they are trying to say something before their speaking skills are ready. This is normal and therefore carers should try to be patient and allow children to finish off their sentences on their own.
12 of 17 – Question 1
Using the following choice of words: patterns, mother-tongue, language, listening, sounds, communicate, skills, speech and hear, fill in the blanks for the paragraph below.

Blank is the process that people use in order to blank their thoughts and feelings to others. These thoughts can be more easily expressed when people speak in their home language, also known as blank. Blank to people speak can help people hear and understand blank in language like rhyme. The ability to blank people speak and to use the blank helps children develop their language blank, initially, by breaking down the blank.

The correct paragraph should read:

Speech is the process that people use in order to communicate their thoughts and feelings to others. These thoughts can be more easily expressed when people speak in their home language, also known as mother-tongue. Listening to people speak can help people hear and understand patterns in language like rhyme. The ability to hear people speak and to use the language helps children develop their language skills, initially, by breaking down the sounds.

13 of 17 – Question 2
The ability to understand a spoken language is based on which skills? Select all that apply.
a) Listening skills
b) Physical skills
c) Concentration skills
d) The intellectual ability to make sense of the meaning of words

The correct answers are a), c) and d) listening and concentration skills and the intellectual ability to make sense of the meaning of the words.

14 of 17 – Question 3
Indicate whether the following statements are true or false.

Speech problems can have a great effect on a child’s social skills.
True
False

The correct answer is: True

Children can develop difficulties in their speech, for example having only a small number of sounds.
True
False

The correct answer is: True

Listening to nursery rhymes does not help children develop their pre-reading skills.
True
False

The correct answer is: False

Connecting letters to sounds does not help children develop their pre-reading skills.
True
False

The correct answer is: False

 
15 of 17 – Question 4
Pre-writing skills are based on which of the following skills? Select all that apply.
a) Problem solving
b) Hand and eye coordination
c) Fine motor skills
d) Gross motor skills

The correct answers are b), c) and d) hand and eye coordination, fine motor skills and gross motor skills. 


16 of 17 – Question 5
What is the role of the adult, when children make language mistakes? Select the correct answer.
a) The adult should ignore the mistake
b) The adult should memorise the mistake and tell the children that they have made a mistake
c) The adult should ask the child to correct their mistake
d) The adult should repeat the phrase, saying it the correct way

The correct answer is d) The adult should repeat the phrase, saying it the correct way. 


17 of 17 – End
Well done, you have completed this session on the skills involved in a child’s language development.

You should now be able to:
· List the areas of a child’s development
· Understand what intellectual development involves
· List the skills involved in a child’s language development

If you have any questions about anything covered in this session, please speak to your tutor for more help.
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