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Literacy Entry Level 3 – Homonyms
1 of 18 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on homonyms. In this session we are going to look at the meaning of the word homonym and take a closer look at some words that fall into this language family.

By the end of this session, you will:
· Understand what homonyms are
· Understand what homophones are
· Know the difference between homonyms and homophones
· Know several of the most common homonyms in English
2 of 18 – What are homonyms?
In the English language homonyms are a family of words that sound the same or similar to each other, but they have completely different meanings. 

Homonyms is actually a big name that covers a few other types of words as well, such as:
· Homophones
· Homographs
· Heteronyms

We will look at these terms in a little more detail throughout this session.
3 of 18 – Homophones
Homophones are very common in English and there are lot of words – many of which we use on a daily basis – that fall into the homophone family.

Homophones are a type of homonym and the term is used to describe words that sound the same, or sound very similar to each other, but they have different meanings and different spellings.

Some common examples of homophones that you might even be familiar with are words like:
· Where (W H E R E) and wear (W E A R)
· There (T H E R E), they’re (T H E Y ‘ R E), and their (T H E I R)
· To (T O), too (T O O), and two (T W O)
· Hear (H E A R) and here (H E R E)

There are many others besides these though! We will look at some extra ones later on.
4 of 18 – Homophones: where and wear
If we say where (W H E R E) and wear (W E A R) aloud it is easy to spot that these words sound exactly the same as each other – even though they have different spellings and different meanings.

Where (W H E R E)
When we are using where we are using this as a location pointer – to ask where something is, for example. This where refers to the physical position of a place, a person, or a thing:

“I’m not sure where the library is in this city.”

Wear (W E A R)
Wear, despite sounding the same, has a different meaning entirely. When we use this wear, we are talking about the act of putting something on, like clothing, for example:

“I wish you wouldn’t wear those shoes when we’re going out.”
5 of 18 – Homophones: there, they’re and their
There (T H E R E), they’re (T H E Y ‘ R E) and their (T H E I R) are another set of words that all sound the same as each other but they have very different meanings and, if you confuse these in a sentence, you could change the meaning of your writing completely.

There (T H E R E)
There – just like where – can be used as a location pointer to say where a person, a place, or a thing is, for example:

“I left the remote control over there.”

Their (T H E I R)
Despite sounding the same as there, their has a different meaning completely as this word is used to mark possession – or rather, to mark ownership. We use their to explain when something belongs to someone else, for example:

“That’s their garden so we can’t go in.”

They’re (T H E Y ‘ R E)
They’re might sound the same as there and their when we say the words out loud but they’re actually has another meaning again. 

We can think of they’re as a contracted word as it has actually been shortened from “they are”, but by taking out a letter and adding in an apostrophe we have made a different, slightly shorter word that will take up less room in a sentence (and help our language to be a little less formal as well).

An easy way to spot whether you need they’re (T H E Y ‘ R E) (rather than there (T H E R E) or their (T H E I R)) is use “they are” to begin with. If the sentence sounds right with “they are” then you can shorten this to they’re instead.

“They are going to the cinema later this evening.” Becomes “They’re going to the cinema later this evening.”
6 of 18 – Homophones: to, too and two
To (T O), too (T O O) and two (T W O) are easily confused in English as they all sound the same as each other, but these are another three words that actually have completely different meanings.

To (T O)
To has lots of uses in English but it is most often used as a preposition – remember that prepositions are words that we use to explain where something is or when it is happening. When we use to as a preposition we are probably explaining a movement in a certain direction:

“I’m going down to the park this evening for a kickabout.”

But we can also use to as a preposition in an emotional direction:

“Thomas went from excited to disappointed when the other team scored.”

Too (T O O)
Too can be a difficult word to use in English as it can sometimes be hard to spot where it should go. A good trick for working this out is to use “as well” to begin with, as that is what too actually means! 

“I’d like some chips as well, please.” becomes “I’d like some chips too, please.”

If you can use “as well” in the sentence then that means you can use too!

Two (T W O)
The final two which is spelled differently but sounds the same again is only ever used when we are referring to the number 2, for example:

“Raj has eaten two ice creams already today.”

Two will always be used as an amount, which is an easy way to spot whether you should be using it in a sentence or not.
7 of 18 – Homophones: here and hear
Hear (H E A R) and here (H E R E) are our final pair of homophones for this session. They are another couple of words that sound the same but mean different things.

Here (H E R E)
Here is another word – like there and where – that can be used as a location marker to explain where a person, a place, or a thing is. For example:

“The dog is over here.”

Hear (H E A R)
Hear is the physical act of listening to something or someone. If you listen to something then you are hearing it:

“I can’t quite hear you over the music.”

If you are struggling to remember the different spellings just remember that you hear (H E A R) with your ear!
8 of 18 – Some other homophones
The examples that we have looked at so far are some of the most common homophones in English as we typically use these words on a daily basis. There are many other homophones out there though and some are easier to spot than others. For more examples we can think of words like:
· See and sea – meaning to see (S E E) something with your eyes or the sea (S E A) which is a body of water
· Cell and sell – meaning the cells (C E L L) that make up living creatures or to sell (S E L L) something that you own
· Knight and night – meaning (K N I G H T) the character that we often find in fairy-tales or (N I G H T) meaning the time that follows on from day
· Pause and paws – meaning (P A U S E) to stop doing something for a short period of time or meaning (P A W S) the feet of certain types of animals

Can you think of any other examples?
9 of 18 – Question 1
Have a look at the sentences below and decide if ‘where’ (W H E R E) or ‘wear’ (W E A R) belongs in the spaces.

Claire does not know blank she left her jacket.
Where (W H E R E)
Wear (W E A R)

The correct answer is: Where (W H E R E)

Zaki cannot decide whether to blank the blue trainers or the red ones.
Where (W H E R E)
Wear (W E A R)

The correct answer is: Wear (W E A R)

Habiba hates having to blank a raincoat over her nice outfit.
Where (W H E R E)
Wear (W E A R)

The correct answer is: Wear (W E A R)

Emily does not know blank her friends have gone.
Where (W H E R E)
Wear (W E A R)

The correct answer is: Where (W H E R E)
10 of 18 – Question 2
Match the words; there (T H E R E), their (T H E I R), and they’re (T H E Y ‘ R E) to the descriptions below:
1. Much like where (W H E R E), this word is also used to point or gesture to a certain location.
2. This word is a type of contraction as it has been shortened from “they are”.
3. This word is used to mark possession or ownership of something or someone.

The correct answers are:
Much like where, this word is also used to point or gesture to a certain location is a description of there (T H E R E).
This word is used to mark possession or ownership of something or someone is a description of their (T H E I R).
This word is a type of contraction as it has been shortened from “they are” is a description of they’re (T H E Y ‘ R E).
11 of 18 – Question 3
Which of the sentences below are using to (T O) and too (T O O) correctly?

Choose all that apply:
A. Henry loves to (T O) play football too (T O O)
B. Harry plans too (T O O) go down to (T O) the shops later
C. Afife always tells her mum that she loves her to (T O)
D. Freddie asked his dad if he could go out too (T O O)
E. Chloe hopes to (T O) go shopping this weekend

The correct answers are A, D and E, Henry loves to (T O) play football too (T O O), Freddie asked his dad if he could go out too (T O O), and Chloe hopes to (T O) go shopping this weekend.
12 of 18 – Question 4
Categorise the phrases below according to if they are here (H E R E) or hear (H E A R).

I can’t blank you
What are you doing blank?
Can you blank me?
I love blanking new music
I haven’t been blank before
Blank it is

The correct answers are:

The phrases that should use here (H E R E) are what are you doing blank?, blank it is, and I haven’t been blank before.
The phrases that should use hear (H E A R) are I can’t blank you, I love blanking new music, and can you blank me?
13 of 18 – Homographs
Homographs also belong to the homonyms family, but unlike homophones, homographs are actually words that are spelled the same and often sound the same, but still have completely different meanings. Some common examples of homographs are words like:
· Lie and lie – meaning to tell someone something that is not true or to go for a lie down
· Wave and wave – meaning the hand gesture of waving to someone or meaning the sea coming in against the shore

If we come across these words when we are reading, we need to know their different meanings in order to fully understand certain texts – otherwise we might completely misunderstand something because we have misread just one word.
14 of 18 – Heteronyms
Heteronyms are another member of the homonym family, but this word is actually used to explain words that are spelled in the same way and have different meanings, but they also sound different to each other as well.

This sound difference comes from how we pronounce certain words – even when the words have the same spelling as each other – and these differences in pronunciation, or sound, will help people to understand which version of the word we are actually using. 

For example: Minute (pronounced my-newt) actually means something that is very small whereas minute (pronounced min-it) refers to sixty seconds of time.
15 of 18 – Why are these words important?
Understanding how homonyms work, and the different types of homophones that are used in the English language, will make us better communicators in the long run.

These words will help with our spoken communication as heteronyms will help us to pronounce words properly for their meaning.

They will also help with our written communication as homonyms and homographs will help us to work out whether we are using the right word for the sentence we are building.

Being able to spot different words will make our reading easier and more effective too, as we can make sure that we are not misreading texts by giving certain words the wrong meanings.

Plus, spotting different homonyms can be quite a fun activity to try out as well!
16 of 18 – Question 5
Match the types of words; homophones, homographs, and heteronyms, to the descriptions below:
1. Words that have the same spelling but have a different sound and a different meaning
2. Words that sound the same as each other but have a different meaning and a different spelling
3. Words that sound the same and have the same spelling, but have a different meaning

The correct answers are:
Words that sound the same as each other but have a different meaning and a different spelling are homophones.
Words that sound the same and have the same spelling, but have a different meaning are homographs.
Words that have the same spelling but have a different sound and a different meaning are heteronyms.
17 of 18 – Question 6
Using the following choice of words; sea (S E A), wear (W E A R), see (S E E), lie, lie, where (W H E R E), they’re (T H E Y ‘ R E) and there (T H E R E), fill in the blanks for the sentences below:

Roger decided to blank. He told Emily that he was going for a blank down so he didn’t have to go out.
Raj didn’t know blank they were going so he couldn’t work out what to blank!
Kim is going to the beach this weekend to swim in the blank and to blank some old friends.
“Blank cutting the cake over blank,” Archie said to his friends.

The correct sentences should read:

Roger decided to lie. He told Emily that he was going for a lie down so he didn’t have to go out.
Raj didn’t know where (W H E R E) they were going so he couldn’t work out what to wear (W E A R)!
Kim is going to the beach this weekend to swim in the sea (S E A) and to see (S E E) some old friends.
“They’re (T H E Y ‘ R E) cutting the cake over there (T H E R E),” Archie said to his friends.
18 of 18 – End
Well done! You have completed this session on homonyms.

In this session you have looked at:
· What homonyms are
· What homophones are
· The difference between homonyms and homophones
· Several of the most common homonyms in English

If you have any questions about any of the topics covered, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
