
SPAG L2 – Parts of Speech
1 of 22 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on the parts of speech.
In this session we will be covering:
· Subjects and objects
· Nouns and pronouns
· Verbs
· Adjectives and adverbs
· Article
· Connectives
You will need a pair of headphones.
2 of 22 – Parts of Speech
The ‘parts of speech’ are the building blocks of what we speak, hear and read every day.  They act like components of a car engine.  If one is faulty, the engine doesn’t work.  Language works like that too.
We learn the parts of speech and most rules of grammar naturally when we are very young, without thinking.  However, it is very easy to make mistakes with them, especially because there can be a big difference between spoken and written English!
In order to recap on these grammar terms, we need to remind ourselves of what a sentence is, and build the ‘engine’ from scratch.
3 of 22 – Question 1
Answer this question.
What do you think a sentence is? Choose the correct response out of the following options.

1. A set of words that contains at least one comma.
2. A set of words that make complete sense on their own.
3. A set of words that contains a noun, a verb and an adjective.

Answer:

The correct answer is: A set of words that make complete sense on their own.







4 of 22 – Question 2
Answer this question.
What is the minimum number of words you need to make a sentence?

· 1
· 2
· 3 or,
· 4

Answer: 

The correct answer is: You need two words to make a sentence.
5 of 22 – Subject and verb
The subject is always a ‘noun’ or ‘pronoun’.
But what is the difference between a subject and a verb?
1) a subject (the person or thing that is doing something – this must be a noun or a pronoun)
2) a verb (what the subject is doing - an action or state of being)
Here are some examples:
· ‘Girl’ is a subject
· ‘Playing’ is a verb
· ‘Carrying’ is a verb
· ‘Squirrel’ is a subject
· ‘Boy’ is a subject

6 of 22 – Question 3
Answer this question.
Decide if each of the following words is a verb or subject.
1. Know
2. Students
3. Complain

Answer: 
‘Know’ is a verb.
‘Students’ is a subject.
‘Complain’ is a verb.
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7 of 22 – Question 4
Answer this question.
Decide if each of the following words is a ‘noun’ or ‘pronoun’.
1. Chocolate
2. She’s
3. Star Wars
4. Mine!
5. Car 
6. Dog
Answers: 
The pronouns were: She’s and Mine.
The nouns were: Chocolate, Star Wars, Car and Dogs.
8 of 22 – Question 5
Finally on nouns and pronouns, let’s test your understanding.
Try to replace the noun in each sentence with a pronoun that makes sense.
1. Game of Thrones is lame.
2. Leave James alone!
3. Your phone is better.
4. Books are enjoyable.
Answers:
1. It is lame.
2. Leave him alone.
3. It’s better.
4. They are enjoyable.






9 of 22 – Subjects and objects
So we have looked at some basic sentences with a subject and a noun (or pronoun).
But many sentences have both a subject and an object.
The difference is simple:
· The subject is the thing doing the action
· The object is the thing that the action is done to
Examples:
· I (subject) love you (object)
· My grandad (subject) is looking after my little brother (object) today
10 of 22 – Question 6
Answer this question
What is the object and what is the subject in the following sentence?
‘The boy kicked the ball.’
Answer:
‘the ball’ Is the object.
‘The boy’ is the subject.
11 of 22 – Question 7
Answer this question
What is the object and what is the subject in the following sentence?
‘The boxer wore red gloves.’
Answer:
‘red gloves’ Is the object.
‘The boxer’ is the subject.





12 of 22 – Question 8
We have already seen that a ‘verb’ is a word that describes an action (physical or mental) or a state of being of the subject in a sentence.
Examples of ‘state of being’ verbs: am, is, was, are and were.
Now you try on the following sentences:
Look at the following sentences, what are the verbs in each sentence?
1. It is raining cats and dogs.
2. Please call me tonight.
3. British values are very important in our society.
4. Where were you last night?
5. I am 16 years old.
Answer: 
The verbs in the sentences were:
1. Is and raining
2. Call
3. Are
4. Were
5. Am
13 of 22 – Question 9
To demonstrate your understanding so far, from the following words, complete the sentences.
Words: can’t, prayed, eat, plays, is
Sentences:
· I blank at least five types of fruit or vegetables every day.
· You blank be serious!
· My friend blank at the mosque yesterday.
· He blank on his PS4 too much!
· Who blank there?
Answers:
I eat at least five types of fruit or vegetables every day.
You can’t be serious!
My friend prayed at the mosque yesterday.
He plays on his PS4 too much!
Who is there?

14 of 22 – Adverbs and adjectives
We often use additional words to describe a thing or person (noun) or how an action (verb) is being done.  For example:
She can run so quickly.
He’s a brilliant nurse.
These ‘describing’ words are called adverbs and adjectives.  
But which is which?
Adverbs are a word that usually describes an action.
Adjectives are a word that describes a noun or pronoun.
15 of 22 – Question 10
Answer this question.
Try to match each of the following adjectives with one of the following objects/subjects.
Adjectives: Furry, Hot, Heavy
Objects/Subjects: Backpack, Squirrel, Candle
Answers:
Backpack and Heavy.
Squirrel and Furry.
Candle and Hot.
16 of 22 – Adverbs
Adverbs are more difficult to identify in some cases, but we use them without thinking every day of our lives!
Examples:
· Actions
· Adjectives or another adverb!
· How, when , where, how much, how well
Examples in use:
Anna is strong (adjective)
Anna is really strong (adverb, adjective)
Adbul runs extremely quickly (two adverbs)
17 of 22 – Question 11
Let’s put these adverbs into practice.
Match the most appropriate adverb with each of the following sentences.
Adverbs: incredibly, next, here, violently, quietly
Sentences:
1. Characters in horror films always die blank.
2. Christmas Day seems to go by blank blank.
3. The doctor can only see you blank week.
4. Shall we meet blank?
5. Could you talk more blank please?
Answers:
1. Characters in horror films always die violently.
2. Christmas Day seems to go by incredibly quickly.
3. The doctor can only see you next week.
4. Shall we meet here?
5. Could you talk more quietly please?
18 of 22 – Question 12
‘Articles’ are a part of speech that we use to refer to nouns.  Three very familiar words we use as articles are:
· A/an
· The 
· Some 
For each of the following definitions, choose the correct article.
1. Definite article (for a specific noun or nouns)
2. Indefinite article – singular (only one noun)
3. Indefinite article – plural (for more than one noun)
Answers: 
1. the
2. a/an
3. some




19 of 22 – Question 13
Complete the following sentences using the words provided:
Words: a, an, the, some
Sentences:
1. Blank elephant weighs as much as blank car.
2. Blank Eiffel Tower is on of the blank tallest buildings in Paris.
3. Blank of blank students in blank class are blank bit talkative.
4. Neil Armstrong: ‘That’s one small step for blank man: one giant leap for mankind.’
Answers:
1. An elephant weighs as much as a car.
2. The Eiffel Tower is on of the the tallest buildings in Paris.
3. Some of the students in the class are a bit talkative.
4. Neil Armstrong: ‘That’s one small step for a man: one giant leap for mankind.’
20 of 22 – Connectives
The final part of speech that we will focus on is ‘connectives’.
These are words that connect ideas and sentences together and help to give our speech and writing a logical order. They allow one sentence to flow to another, and for our writing and speech to make more sense.
Some examples of connectives are:
· And then I woke up 
· However, I was really disappointed
· Firstly, could I just say something?
· But I never said that!
· As a result, he passed his GCSE English.









21 of 22 – Question 14
Match the following connectives to their purpose in written or spoken English.
Connectives: similarly, for this reason, opposite, in the end, later, also, correspondingly, as a result, behind, secondly, soon, furthermore.
Purposes: 
1. Adding information or idea
2. Time
3. Order or sequence
4. Space and place
5. Purpose
6. Compare
Answers:
1. Adding information or idea: also, furthermore
2. Time: later, soon
3. Order or sequence: in the end, secondly
4. Space and place: opposite, behind
5. Purpose: for this reason, as a result
6. Compare: similarly, correspondingly
22 of 22 – Question 15
Answer this question. 
Try to ‘label’ each part of speech in this sentence.
‘He smokes cigarettes too often, so is addicted as a result.’
Answers:
‘He’ is a subject.
‘Smokes’ is a verb.
‘Cigarettes’ is an object.
‘Too often’ is an adverb.
‘So’ is a connective.
‘Is’, is a verb.
‘Addicted’ is an adjective.
‘As a result’ is a connective.

22 of 22 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on the parts of speech.
In this session we have covered:
· Subjects and objects
· Nouns and pronouns
· Verbs 
· Adjectives and adverbs
· Articles
· Connectives
If you are unsure or have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.

