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Literacy Entry Level 3 – Metaphors and Similes
1 of 16 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on metaphors and similes. In this session we are going to look at what metaphors and similes are, and how we might use them as part of writing.

By the end of this session we will be covering:
· Understand what figurative language is
· Know what a metaphor is
· Know what a simile is
· Understand how and when we use metaphors and similes
2 of 16 – What are metaphors and similes?
Metaphors and similes are both examples of figurative language – this is an umbrella term that covers lots of different writing techniques in English.

Not only does figurative language include metaphors and similes but it also includes things like hyperbole (when you deliberately exaggerate something) and onomatopoeia (which is when a word sounds like the thing that it is describing).

The reason it is called figurative language is because these different writing styles are not to be taken literally – meaning they work through associations and imagery, rather than saying things how they really are.
3 of 16 – What is a metaphor?
A metaphor is a common example of figurative language and whether you realise it or not, you will probably have come across your fair share of metaphors already as they are used a lot in stories, books, and even in our everyday speech.

A metaphor works by comparing one thing to another – but there is a little more to it than just that!

The two things being compared are often not very similar to each other on the surface, but they will share one or two distinctive or obvious qualities that means they can be paired together as a metaphor.

A metaphor can either be a word on its own or even a complete phrase, but it must be describing one thing as though it were another thing for it to count as a metaphor.
4 of 16 – Pulling apart metaphors
You can spot metaphors by looking out for writing where one object, person, or animal is described as being something entirely different to what it actually is, for example:

Claire was a real lion when the teacher criticised her daughter.

We know that this is a metaphor because Claire is not literally a lion, but by describing her as a lion we are giving her the fierce and brave qualities of that animal.

A good way of getting to grips with metaphors can be to look at the common qualities that have tied the two parts of the metaphor together. So in the above example the first part of the metaphor is Claire and the second part is a lion; to describe Claire as brave and protective of her children we have paired her with something else that shows similar qualities.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]5 of 16 – Pulling apart metaphors – practice
Let’s look at a few more of these metaphors in practice to see if we can spot how they are working. 

If our metaphor is “life is a rollercoaster”, we can break these two things down a little further to find their common qualities, and from this we will be able to spot how and why the metaphor makes sense. So:
· Life – can be exciting – there are good bits and bad bits – but it can be scary sometimes
· A roller-coaster – can also be very exciting – there are lots of ups and downs – and it can also be a bit scary

Let’s have a look at another example. If we start with “the snow was a white blanket,” then the lists we make from that metaphor might look something like this:
· Snow – can lie flat over the ground – it can be quite comforting to some people – it can look quite fluffy as it falls and when it has settled
· A white blanket – can lie flat over a bed or a sofa – it is likely to offer comfort, and maybe security – and it may look and feel fluffy

In terms of how these things look, snow and a white blanket share physical appearances too, which makes this even easier to understand as a metaphor.
6 of 16 – Metaphors that make sense
The earlier examples work well as metaphors because they are using clear and obvious similarities to pair the two parts of the metaphor together, and this is the most important thing that you must remember when you are writing metaphors!

If you write a metaphor but do not pair your two parts together properly, then it will be confusing for a reader and it might even make your work less interesting for someone to read.

If you are ever trying to write a metaphor but you are struggling to find something that fits with your first word, you can use a chart or row of characteristics similar to those that we used earlier.

However, rather than filling in both sides, you can fill in the side for the part of the metaphor that you do have and outline its obvious qualities before finding something else that matches with it.
7 of 16 – What are similes?
Similes are another example of figurative language because they also rely on imagery and associations in order for readers to understand them.

However, in a different way to metaphors – where you have to look closely to find the similarities between two things – similes work by highlighting the similarities instead, which can make them a little easier to read and write and make it easier to spot them when you are on the lookout for them.

There is one very important similarity between similes and metaphors; just like metaphors, similes also have to use two separate things that tie together in a clear and easy to understand way, otherwise a reader will not understand the image you are trying to explain.

So the simile “It was as green as the sky” is not going to make anywhere near as much sense to a reader as the simile “It was as blue as the sky”, so you must always make sure that your similes are paired together properly.
8 of 16 – Ways of spotting similes: like
When you are looking out for similes in a story or a book there are two big tips for how to spot similes being used, and the first tip is to look out for the word “like”.

“Like” will often lead you to a simile because it will be used to compare two things – i.e. to say one thing is like another. Here are some examples:
· Sarah sang like an angel
· Raj glugged down the water like a drain
· Emily eats like a pig
· Ben swims like a fish
9 of 16 – Ways of spotting similes: as
The second big tip for when you are looking out for similes is to keep an eye out for the word “as”.

In a similar way to “like”, “as” is used in similes to make a comparison between two things – i.e. one thing will be described as being as loud/big/quiet (for example) as something else.

“As” similes are not only used in stories, but you will find them a lot in everyday speech as well, so some of the examples below might actually be ones that you have heard before.
· Habiba is as blind as a bat
· Zaki’s homework was as clear as mud
· Ollie is as bright as a button
· Grandpa is as deaf as a post
10 of 16 – When should we use similes and metaphors?
There are some similes and metaphors that are so easy to understand that we will find them not only in stories, but also in everyday speech – like with the similes we saw in the earlier section, and with one or two metaphors too, for example: 

“My sister has always been a real rock to me.”

Describing someone as a rock is a common metaphor for talking about someone who is strong and supportive, so this might be a metaphor that you have heard or even used at some point.

Not only do we use metaphors and similes in our day to day conversations, but we use them in our writing as well. You will often find similes and metaphors in stories, books, and poems and they will be used for a certain effect – either to explain something in more detail, for example, or even to try and make a reader laugh.
11 of 16 – Why do we use similes and metaphors?
Similes and metaphors can be used for lots of different reasons. However, when we are using them in our creative writing – this might be stories or poems, for example – then the real reason for using them is to help a reader develop a better picture of what is happening on the page.

Similes and metaphors can:
· Build a clearer picture
· Make writing easier to understand
· Provide detail and description

…along with many other things! So when it comes to making our writing more interesting and more detailed, they are important techniques to try and use.
12 of 16 – Question 1
Read the statements below and see if you can decide which ones are true and which ones are false.

Figurative language relies on associations and imagery, not things that are literal.
True
False

The correct answer is: True

Metaphors and similes are not examples of figurative language.
True
False

The correct answer is: False

A metaphor is when something is described using ‘like’ or ‘as’.
True
False

The correct answer is: False

A simile works by directly comparing one thing to another.
True
False

The correct answer is: True
13 of 16 – Question 2
Match the metaphors; a night owl, a real dragon, a pig sty and a furnace, to the sentences below:
1. Without the window open the room was…
2. Taylor never tidied his room; that’s why it was such…
3. Evie didn’t like her new English teacher because he was…
4. Christopher hates working during the day; he’s more of…

The correct answers are:
Christopher hates working during the day; he’s more of a night owl.
Evie didn’t like her new English teacher because he was a real dragon.
Taylor never tidied his room; that’s why it was such a pig sty.
Without the window open the room was a furnace.
14 of 16 – Question 3
What is a good trick to use for spotting similes?
A. Look for something described as something else
B. Look for “like” comparisons
C. Look for “as” comparisons
D. Look for “like” or “as” comparisons

The correct answer is D, look for “like” or “as” comparisons.
15 of 16 – Question 4
Read the sentences below and see if you can decide which ones are metaphors and which ones are similes.

Josh was always a real pig whenever he was eating.
Metaphor
Simile

The correct answer is: Metaphor

Nina was as quiet as a mouse when she asked for help.
Metaphor
Simile

The correct answer is: Simile

The teachers at Mark’s school are all complete dinosaurs.
Metaphor
Simile

The correct answer is: Metaphor

Niall thinks metaphors are as easy as learning his ABCs.
Metaphor
Simile

The correct answer is: Simile
16 of 16 – End
Well done! You have completed this session on metaphors and similes.

In this session you have looked at:
· What figurative language is
· What a metaphor is
· What a simile is
· How and when we use metaphors and similes

If you have any questions about any of the topics covered, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
