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1 of 19 – Introduction
Welcome to this revision session on democratic election processes.

In this revision session, you will answer questions about:
· Democratic election processes
· Election campaign processes
· Voting systems
2 of 19 – Question 1
Which type of election takes place when there is a need to fill vacancies that arise when an elected representative is disqualified, passes away or resigns while in office?
A. General election
B. Devolved Assembly/Parliament election
C. European election
D. Local election
E. By-election

The correct answer is E, by-election.
3 of 19 – Question 2
Which voting system is described in the sentence below?

Under this arrangement, each voter is allowed to cast one local vote, and the candidate with the most votes becomes the Member of Parliament for that constituency.
A. First Past The Post
B. The Alternative Vote
C. Supplementary Vote
D. Closed List Vote
E. Single Transferable Vote
F. Additional Member System

The correct answer is A, First Past The Post.
4 of 19 – Question 3
Which of the following apply when Parliament is dissolved?

Choose all that apply:
A. All business in the House comes to an end
B. There are no members of parliament
C. All business in the House of Lords continues
D. MPs revert to being members of the public and lose privileges associated with being a member of parliament

The correct answers are A, B and D, all business in the House comes to an end, there are no members of parliament, and MPs revert to being members of the public and lose privileges associated with being a member of parliament.
5 of 19 – Question 4
Which voting system is used in European Parliamentary elections?
A. First Past The Post
B. The Alternative Vote
C. Supplementary Vote
D. Closed List Vote
E. Single Transferable Vote
F. Additional Member System

The correct answer is D, Closed List vote.
6 of 19 – Question 5
How many councillors represent each ward in Scotland?
A. 1
B. 2, 3 or 4 depending on their size
C. 3 or 4 depending on their size

The correct answer is C, 3 or 4 depending on their size.
7 of 19 – Question 6
What is purdah?
A. The formal end of Parliament
B. The period before an election when civil servants are issued guidance that they should observe
C. The process of being an election candidate

The correct answer is B, the period before an election when civil servants are issued guidance that they should observe.
8 of 19 – Question 7
Which type of election is held to elect members of local councils and some local mayors?
A. General election
B. Devolved Assembly/Parliament election
C. European election
D. Local election
E. By-election

The correct answer is D, Local election.
9 of 19 – Question 8
How many different methods of voting are there for elections in the UK?
A. 1
B. 2
C. 3
D. 4

The correct answer is C, 3, people can vote in person, by post or by proxy.
10 of 19 – Question 9
Which voting system is described in the sentence below?

When an election takes place, a number of seats will be available in each area, and voters indicate on their ballot paper their choice of candidates in order of preference. A candidate is elected as soon as they reach a certain number (known as a quota) of first votes.
A. First Past The Post
B. The Alternative Vote
C. Supplementary Vote
D. Closed List Vote
E. Single Transferable Vote
F. Additional Member System

The correct answer is E, Single Transferable Vote.
11 of 19 – Question 10
What is a hung Parliament?
A. When no party wins a majority of seats
B. When one party wins a majority of seats

The correct answer is A, when no party wins a majority of seats.
12 of 19 – Question 11
How often are general elections normally held?
A. Every 4 years
B. Every 5 years
C. Every 6 years
D. Every 7 years

The correct answer is B, every 5 years.
13 of 19 – Question 12
How old must you be to vote in an election or referendum in the UK?
A. 16
B. 17
C. 18
D. 19

The correct answer is C, 18 years old.
14 of 19 – Question 13
How many votes do voters have for the Scottish Parliament and the Welsh Assembly?
A. 1
B. 2
C. 3
D. 4

The correct answer is B, 2 votes.
15 of 19 – Question 14
What percentage of the electorate voted in the referendum in May 2011 about the way we vote in general elections?
A. 21%
B. 35%
C. 42%
D. 55%

The correct answer is C, 42%.
16 of 19 – Question 15
Which voting system is described in the sentence below?

Voters rank candidates in order of preference, indicating their first choice, then their second, and so on. Candidates are elected outright if they gain more than half of the first-preference votes. If not, the candidate with the least votes is eliminated and their votes are redistributed according to the second (or next available) preference marked on the ballot paper. This process continues until one candidate has half of the votes and is elected.
A. First Past The Post
B. The Alternative Vote
C. Supplementary Vote
D. Closed List Vote
E. Single Transferable Vote
F. Additional Member System

The correct answer is B, Alternative Vote.
17 of 19 – Question 16
What is the key term being referred to in the sentence below?

This is where central government passes governmental powers to a regional, lower-level elected body.
A. Dissolution
B. Devolution
C. Governance
D. Delegation

The correct answer is B, devolution.
18 of 19 – End
Well done. You have completed this session on democratic election processes.

You have answered questions about:
· Democratic election processes
· Election campaign processes
· Voting systems

If you have any questions about any of the topics in this session, speak to your tutor for more help.

