
British Values – Individual Liberty
1 of 19 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on individual liberty.
By the end of this session, you will be able to:
· Understand what individual liberty is
· Explain what the Human Rights Act 1998 is
· Give examples of the freedoms that individual liberty protects
 2 of 19 – What is individual liberty?
Individual liberty is the right to believe, act and express yourself freely as long as you do so within the law. It means that for anything not governed by law, you can make your own choices about life. 
For example, you cannot choose to steal from a shop or attack someone in the street, as these acts would be illegal. However, you can choose what to wear each day, which music you like to listen to, which shops you want to shop at and which foods you want to eat. 
Individual liberty is about protecting everyone’s basic human rights so that they can enjoy their lives in the ways that they wish to. It is all about having free choice. 
 3 of 19 – Your freedoms
There are lots of examples of personal choices that you can make in your life that are protected by the idea of individual liberty. Can you think of any? 
Here are some suggestions. The list is almost endless, so you may have considered many examples not listed here. 
· Freedom to say what you think, as long as it is not discriminatory or illegal​
· Freedom to choose what you study at college or which secondary school you go to​
· Freedom to be vegetarian, vegan or neither​
· Freedom to have any religious belief​
· Freedom to make your own mind up about things​
· Freedom to choose who you want to work for​
 4 of 19 – The Human Rights Act 1998
An important part of individual liberty in the UK is the Human Rights Act 1998. This is a piece of legislation that sets out protection in law for everyone’s basic rights and freedoms, known as our human rights. There are 16 rights covered by act, with each one addressed in a separate article. 
The Human Rights Act sets out a minimum standard for how the government should treat everyone. When a new law is being considered, it must be checked to ensure it complies with the Human Rights Act before it can be passed. 
The rights protected by the act come from the European Convention on Human Rights. This was created by the Council of Europe, which is a separate entity to the European Union. You can read more about the European Convention on Human Rights here: What is the European Convention on Human Rights? | Equality and Human Rights Commission (equalityhumanrights.com)
 5 of 19 – The Articles of the Human Rights Act 1998
The Act sets out everyone’s rights in a series of articles. They are numbered to match the corresponding article in the European Convention on Human Rights. The articles are:
· Article 2: Right to life
· Article 3: Freedom from torture and inhuman or degrading treatment
· Article 4: Freedom from slavery and forced labour
· Article 5: Right to liberty and security
· Article 6: Right to a fair trial
· Article 7: No punishment without law
· Article 8: Respect for your private and family life, home and correspondence
· Article 9: Freedom of thought, belief and religion
· Article 10: Freedom of expression
· Article 11: Freedom of assembly and association
· Article 12: Right to marry and start a family
· Article 14: Protection from discrimination in respect of these rights and freedoms
· Protocol 1, Article 1: Right to peaceful enjoyment of your property
· Protocol 1, Article 2: Right to education
· Protocol 1, Article 3: Right to participate in free elections
· Protocol 13, Article 1: Abolition of the death penalty
 6 of 19 – The right to life 
Article 2 of the Human Rights Act protects your right to life. This means that no-one, including the Government, has the right to try and end your life, and also that the Government must take appropriate steps to safeguard people’s lives through the laws they make. 
The only exceptions to this article are found where people’s lives are put at risk when a public authority such as the police uses reasonable and necessary force to uphold the law, such as stopping a riot or making a lawful arrest. It is important though that in these cases the force used is only what is necessary to protect others. 
If someone is killed or has their life put in danger by the government or a public body they have the right to an investigation into what happened. 
In addition, article 1 of protocol 13 makes the death penalty illegal in the UK, so you cannot lose your right to life because you have committed a crime, however bad the crime is. 
7 of 19 – Protection from torture and slavery
The Act protects your right to be free from slavery, forced labour, torture or degrading treatment. This is all under articles 3 and 4.
These articles are about protecting a free and happy way of life. You cannot be subjected to treatment that can force you to do anything you do not want to do, aside from the restrictions set out in law such as not stealing from someone. 
Things under the act that you are protected against include:
· Physical assault
· Abuse in a health or care setting
· Torture
· Degrading punishment
· Deportation if doing so will subject you to torture or mistreatment
· Being forced to work for someone
· Being owned by someone else
These protections are absolute, which means they cannot be taken away from you under any circumstance.
8 of 19 – The right to liberty and security
Article 5 protects your right to liberty and security. This is means you can only be arrested and imprisoned if you have done something wrong, or there is reasonable suspicion that you have done so. Otherwise, you have a right to remain free. 
If you are arrested, the Act also means that you must be:
· Told in a language you understand what charges you face
· Taken to court and face trial promptly
· Entitled to bail if certain conditions are met
· Entitled to compensation if you have been unlawfully detained
· Entitled to challenge your detention if you think it is unlawful
Other than breaking the law, there are a few other times you may be detained within the law, such as:
· For health reasons, to protect yourself or others
· You are attempting to enter the country illegally
· You are going to be deported or extradited
· You have not done something a court has asked you to do
9 of 19 – Protections of law
The Act protects your right to the protection of the law. This includes the right to a fair trial if you are charged with committing a crime, and the right to a hearing if a public authority is making a decision that could impact on your other rights or legal protections. These protections come under article 6.
Article 7 also protects you against being charged for a crime that was not a crime at the time when you did it. You also cannot be given a punishment worse than would have been given you at the time you committed the crime. This is known as no punishment without law.  
10 of 19 – Free elections
An important right protected by the Act is the right to freely choose your governmental representatives. This is done through protocol 1, article 3, by requiring that governments hold elections at reasonable intervals. These elections must enable you to vote in secret and not cost money to cast your vote. 
The Act does not require a particular electoral system to be in place. That choice is left up to the government; in the UK we use the first past the post system for our general elections, but other systems may be used for local elections. 
People serving a prison sentence are not entitled to vote in UK elections. 
 11 of 19 – Rights of home life
The Act protects your right to enjoy a personal and private life free from government interference. 
· Article 8 entitles you to make your own choices about who you live with, have relationships with, what you wear and who you share correspondence with. No-one else can interfere with your choices without your permission.  
· Article 12 gives you the right to get married and start a family, as long as you are not breaking any laws by doing so. 
· Protocol 1, article 1 gives you the right to enjoy your own property peacefully, which means it cannot be taken from you without legal cause such as because you owe debts. In a situation where the government wants your property for another reason, such as wanting the land you live on to build a new railway line, they must be able to show that the public benefit outweighs your interests as the landowner. They must also provide you with appropriate compensation for the disruption. 
 12 of 19 – Freedoms of thought and action
Four articles within the Human Rights Act 1998 cover your freedoms of thought and action. 
· Article 9: Freedom of thought, belief and religion
This protects your right to think or believe whatever you wish to, and to change your mind at any time. It also protects your right to decline to do something if it goes against your religious belief, such as swearing an oath on a bible or working on a particular day of the week which is associated with rest in your religion.
· Article 10: Freedom of expression
This protects your right to have whatever opinion you wish, and to express that opinion either by talking, writing, in works of art or on the internet. This includes the right to criticise the government or other public institutions without fear of reprisal. It is important to remember though that, as with all freedoms, you can only do so as long as you are not breaking any other laws, particularly in this case concerning encouraging acts that are illegal or affect other people’s rights. 
· Article 11: Freedom of assembly and association
This protects your right to meet with any people you choose, or to join whichever groups you wish. It also protects your right to not join a group if you don’t want to, such as a protest or political party. Exceptions to this rule are there for public safety, such as preventing groups from gathering to avoid transmission of disease or prohibiting groups to gather where it is expected that such gatherings are for the reason of violence or damage to property.
· Protocol 1, Article 2: Right to education
This protects your right to an effective education, and to have your religious and philosophical believes respected during this education. It is the right that ensures you will always have a school to go to, even if your first choice cannot accommodate you. It does not give you the right to be demand the curriculum of a school is changed, however.
Discrimination occurs when you are treated differently to someone else without a good reason, usually because of a personal trait or your background, such as the colour of your skin, who your family is or the language you speak. 
Article 14 of the Human Rights Act protects you from discrimination for any of the other rights described in the Act. This is important because it means that everyone is entitled to these freedoms, and it is illegal for anyone to treat you differently because of the choices you make or the person you are. 
This article also covers what is known as indirect discrimination, which is when something that supposedly applies to everyone equally actually disadvantages an individual or group of people. For example, requiring employees to be a certain height might disadvantage women who are naturally shorter, younger people or people with disabilities. 
 14 of 19 – Why individual liberty is important
Individual liberty is, like all the key British values, a cornerstone in British life. The rights that we each have as individuals are protected in law through legislation such as the Human Rights Act and supported through the daily actions of our public services. 
Freedom to live as we choose as long as we obey the law gives us freedom to be happy, to be creative and to make choices about every aspect of our lives. We can live without fear of oppression, torture, servitude or even the uncertainty of whether we can keep the things we have into the future. These freedoms allow us to live our lives to the fullest. 
 15 of 19 – Question 1 
Indicate if the following statement is true or false.
The Human Rights Act 1998 protects your right to act however you want, regardless of the consequences. 
This is FALSE.
The Human Rights Act 1998 protects your right to act however you choose within the constraints of the law. You cannot commit acts that are illegal, such as causing harm to others or taking other people’s property.
 16 of 19 – Question 2
How many rights are covered by the Human Rights Act 1998?
a) 14
b) 16
c) 18
d) 20
The answer is:
There are 16 rights covered by the Human Rights Act 1998. 
17 of 19 – Question 3
Which of the following behaviours would be protected by Article 10: Freedom of expression?
Choose all that apply.
a) Writing a blog post about why you don’t like the Beatles’ White Album
b) Telling your friend that you don’t like the government’s recent actions
c) Posting on social media that you think all immigrants should “go home or be shot”
d) Writing a letter to the public library to complain about the rising cost of late fines
The answer is:
All of these are protected except for posting on social media that you think all immigrants should “go home or be shot” – this is not acceptable under the Human Rights Act as you are inciting hate and encouraging illegal action with your words. 
18 of 19 – Question 4
Indicate if the following statement is true or false.
According to the Human Rights Act, you cannot be charged for a crime that was not a crime at the time when you did it. 
The answer is: TRUE
 19 of 19 - End
Well done. You have completed this session on individual liberty.
[bookmark: _GoBack]You should now be able to:
· Understand what individual liberty is
· Explain what the Human Rights Act 1998 is
· Give examples of the freedoms that individual liberty protects
If you have any questions about anything covered in this session, speak to your tutor for more help.


