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Literacy Entry Level 3 – Prefixes and Suffixes
1 of 19 – Welcome
Welcome to this session on prefixes and suffixes. In this session we are going to look at what prefixes and suffixes actually are and think about the different ways we can use these add-ons in our writing.

By the end of this session, you will:
· Understand what a prefix is
· Know a number of different examples of prefixes
· Understand how to add a prefix to a word
· Understand what a suffix is
· Know a number of different examples of suffixes
· Understand how to add a suffix to a word
2 of 19 – What is a prefix?
A prefix is something that you add on to the beginning of a word in order to change the word’s meaning.

There are a number of different prefixes available in the English language and each has its own meaning which then adds to the original meaning of a root word. A root word is a word in its most basic form before anything has been added to it (like a prefix, or even a suffix). 

So we can think of prefixes like this:
prefix + root word = new meaning
3 of 19 – Examples of prefixes (un-)
Different prefixes will change root words in different ways which is why we have to be careful when we choose a prefix, to make sure that it will create the right meaning that we are hoping for.

One prefix that we often use in English is un- which means ‘not’. For example:
Claire’s shoelaces are done.

By adding un- to the root word (which is ‘done’ in this example) we have explained that Claire’s shoelaces are not done up – or rather, that they are undone.

Creating new words in this way means that we have different ways of saying things so we are not always stuck using the same words and phrases. It can make our writing more interesting and a little clearer as well.
4 of 19 – Examples of prefixes (mis-)
Mis – is another prefix that we use quite often in English. When we add mis to a root word we are usually trying to explain that something has been done wrong, or done badly. 

For example:
If we were trying to communicate (or say) something to another person but our meaning did not come out quite right, we could say that we had miscommunicated something.

Or if our words and our meaning were actually quite clear then the person we were talking to might say that they had misunderstood what we were saying, or they had misheard us.

Mis – is a useful prefix to know but do make sure that you are only using it to explain when something has been done wrong – otherwise your meaning may be misinterpreted.  
5 of 19 – Examples of prefixes (re-)
Re- is another prefix that you might recognise. This prefix is often used when something is being repeated or happening again. There are many different uses for re- as it can be attached to a number of different words (and actions).

For example:
If you wrote something but you decided that your handwriting was not as neat as it could be, you might rewrite your sentence using your best handwriting instead. 

You might rearrange your desk if you feel that there are too many things lying around on it.

If Derek’s new shed tumbles down in his back garden, then he will have to rebuild it.
6 of 19 – Other prefixes
There are more prefixes out there than just these three! You might also come across:

Sub – which means under or below, for example: substandard (meaning something is below the standard or quality that it should be)

Pre – which means before, for example: pre-owned (meaning that someone else has owned an object before you)

De – which means undoing something, or the opposite of something, for example: decode (meaning turning something that is written in code back into its original form)

The prefixes that we have looked at here are quite common – meaning you are likely to find them on a daily basis in your own talking, writing, and reading.

There are many more alongside these though, so keep your eyes peeled for the less common examples!
7 of 19 – Question 1
What is a prefix? 

Choose all that apply:
A. Something that you add to the start of a root word
B. Something that you add to the end of a word
C. Something that changes the meaning of a root word
D. Something that makes the original meaning of a word clearer
E. Something you use to make a root word longer

The correct answers are A and C, prefixes are something that you add to the start of a root word and something that changes the meaning of a root word.
8 of 19 – Question 2
Take a look at the prefixes and root words below. Choose the appropriate prefix to add to the root word.

Root word: Behave
A. Pre
B. De
C. Mis

The correct answer is C, Misbehave.

Root word: Activate
A. Re
B. Pre
C. Sub

The correct answer is A, reactivate.

Root word: View
A. Pre
B. Un
C. Sub

The correct answer is A, preview.

Root word: Fair
A. Un
B. De
C. Mis

The correct answer is A, unfair.
9 of 19 – Question 3
Decide which prefix un or de, goes with each root word. Remember, we use un to mean ‘not’ and de to mean ‘undo’!
1. Able
2. Tour
3. construct
4. Certain
5. Activate
6. Believable 
7. Mist
8. Aware

The correct answers are as follows:
1. Unable
2. Detour
3. Deconstruct
4. Uncertain
5. Deactivate
6. Unbelievable
7. Demist
8. Unaware
10 of 19 – What is a suffix?
Suffixes go hand in hand with prefixes as they both work in similar ways. While we might use a prefix at the beginning of a root word to change the meaning of it, in a similar way to this we can use a suffix at the end of a root word in order to change its meaning again.

So suffixes work like this:
root word + suffix = new meaning

However, some suffixes are used for a different reason as they not only change the meaning of a root word but they can also be used to change the grammar of a root word.

This means that suffixes can be used to explain whether something is plural – meaning whether there is more than one – and they can also be used to explain the tense of a word – meaning whether the word is being used to explain something that has happened, is happening, or will happen.
11 of 19 – Inflectional suffixes
If a suffix is used to change the grammar of a word then we can call this an inflection suffix – which sounds quite complicated even though it only really means a small change has been made, like this:

Raj walked to the shop earlier today.
The root word in this sentence is ‘walk’ and the suffix is ‘ed’. Because Raj performed this action in the past we add the ‘ed’ suffix to show this time change – but what has actually happened is that we have made a grammatical change to the root word by using a suffix.

Other examples of these suffixes will be every day changes, like:
dog + s = dogs
eat + ing = eating
big + er = bigger
12 of 19 – Inflectional suffixes continued
So even though inflectional suffixes sound like a long name for something, all it really means is adding on a suffix that does not change the original meaning of the word. 

These suffixes do change the grammar though, as we saw in the earlier examples. 

When we talk about changing the grammar of a word usually we mean two things:
1. Its tense – so this is when the word (or rather, the action that the word is describing) is actually taking place and for this we will use suffixes like: walking, walked, walks.
2. Whether it is plural – this means how many things are being talked about and it will often involve adding an ‘s’ like with dogs, drinks, and books, or sometimes adding an ‘es’ like with glasses, boxes, and dresses.
13 of 19 – Examples of suffixes (-ly)
Suffixes that are not inflectional (or rather, not grammatical) will change the meaning of the root word by adding something extra to the end of it.

An everyday example that you might recognise is the suffix – ly. This is added to the end of the word to make a kind of comparison, or to explain the qualities of something.

Marc looked at Mo happily.
Here the - ly suffix has been used to explain that Marc is looking at his friend in a happy way (i.e. his look has a happy quality to it).

You might use this suffix to explain a person’s qualities too, for example: Molly is very friendly and Oliver is very lively.
14 of 19 – Examples of suffixes (-ful)
Another suffix that you will probably recognise is – ful, which we use to suggest that something or someone is full of something.

Adding -ful to something is often used to make a describing word (or adjective), for example:

Habiba is hopeful that the weather will stay nice this weekend.
‘Hopeful’ is the describing word given to Habiba here and the -ful suffix is used to explain to a reader that she is full of hope for nice weather.

Another example for this suffix is: helpful
Even though we know that a person cannot be full of help, we understand the new meaning of this word as being someone who likes to help others – and this makes it a describing word, too!
15 of 19 – Examples of suffixes (-er)
The -er suffix is a particularly useful one because not only does it change the meaning of the root word but it also changes the word type, too.

This means that a root word on its own might be a verb (this is a doing word, or an action word) but by adding -er it then becomes the root of a noun (this is a person, a place, or a thing).

Run is a verb (because it describes an action) but when we add the -er suffix to this we will create the word runner (a runner is a person, which makes this new word a noun).

For another example, let’s look at the word ‘sell’:
‘Matthew sells newspapers’ could become ‘Matthew is a newspaper seller’.

Again by adding -er to our root word (sell) we have changed the word from a verb (doing) to a noun (person, place, thing).
16 of 19 – Question 4
What can an inflectional suffix do? Choose al that apply.
A. Change the tense of a root word
B. Explain whether something is not plural
C. Explain whether something is plural
D. Change the meaning of a root word
E. Change the tense and meaning of a root word

The correct answers are A and C, an inflectional suffix can change the tense of a root word and explain whether something is plural.
17 of 19 – Question 5
Take a look at the suffixes and root words below. Choose the appropriate suffix to add to the root word.

Root word: Beauty
A. Ly
B. Ful
C. Er

The correct answer is B, beautiful.

Root word: Soft
A. Es
B. Ment
C. Ly

The correct answer is C, Softly.

Root word: Move
A. Ful
B. Ly
C. Ment

The correct answer is C, Movement.

Root word: Child
A. Hood
B. Es
C. Er

The correct answer is A, childhood.
18 of 19 – Question 6
Use the following words, end, beginning, grammar, root, tense, meaning, inflectional, basic form and plural, to complete the sentences below.

A prefix is something that is added to the blank of a blank word – this is the name given to a word in its most blank before any changes. When a prefix is added then the blank of the root word will change and the word will be used differently. When we change root words we can also use a suffix, which is something that is added to the blank of a word. Suffixes can change the meaning of a root word but they can also change the blank of a word too. These changes in grammar come from blank suffixes, which are used to show whether something is or sometimes to change the blank of a word.

The correct sentences should read as follows:

A prefix is something that is added to the beginning of a root word – this is the name given to a word in its most basic form before any changes. When a prefix is added then the meaning of the root word will change and the word will be used differently. When we change root words we can also use a suffix, which is something that is added to the end of a word. Suffixes can change the meaning of a root word but they can also change the grammar of a word too. These changes in grammar come from inflectional suffixes, which are used to show whether something is plural or sometimes to change the tense of a word.
19 of 19 – End

Well done! You have completed this session on prefixes and suffixes.
· What a prefix is
· A number of different examples of prefixes
· How to add a prefix to a word
· What a suffix is
· A number of different examples of suffixes
· How to add a suffix to a word

If you have any questions about any of these topics, make a note and speak to your tutor for more help.
